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Gates open 
at 2 p.m. today 

By Don Coble
don@opc� a.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The � nal bolts 
were tightened on midway rides Wednes-
day afternoon. Prized pigs and cows were 
groomed, fresh funnel cake batter was 
mixed and burned-out neon light bulbs 
were replaced ahead of Thursday’s opening 
of the Clay County Agriculture Fair.

For the � rst time in two years, the 
fairgrounds will be alive again with sound, 
sights and smells. There have been smaller 
events at the 85-acre facility in the months 
that followed last year’s cancellation for 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but nothing that 
comes close to the economic and social 
success when more than 135,000 people 
get together for a good time.

A � nal meeting Wednesday between 
county emergency management, Clay 
County Fire and Rescue, Clay County Sher-
iff’s Of� ce and fair of� cials was the � nal 
hurdle that needed to be cleared.

The gates opened at 2 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 1. The fair will run through April 
11.

In between, there will be 11 days of 
rides, eight nights of concerts, food and 
crafts vendors, exhibits and livestock com-
petitions.

“These are busy times,” general man-
ager Tasha Hyder said.

There won’t be any restrictions for 
distancing or attendance this year. Hand 
sanitizing stations have been installed 

throughout the complex. Masks are re-
quested, but not required.

The marquee at the front gates started 
this year’s countdown the morning after 
the 2020 fair was canceled. It served as 
a painful reminder of the sacri� ces that 
were required to get ahead of the pandem-
ic. In the past two months, the sign became 
the light at the end of the tunnel for Hyder 

Ferris wheel and funnel cakes

Clay County Agricultural Fair braces 
for record crowds during 11-day run

State Finalist 
Discovery Oaks Elementary teacher Shadreka Smith is a � nalist for the national Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching competition and she’ll compete 
against � nalists from other states as not just a representative of the Clay County School 
District, but the entire state too. See story on page 22. 

The Clay County Agricultural Fair opens 
on Thursday. Organizers expect record 
crowds  and tra�  c in Green Cove Springs.

SEE FAIR, 22
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Tourist Development Council 
renews contract with EVOK to 
continue digital media effort

Lead by internet searches on 
fishing, county’s marketing 
footprint continues to grow

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – The county’s tourism de-
partment’s marketing and digital media 
efforts are paying off and perhaps to no-
body’s surprise, fishing has proven to be 
very popular in the area.

Tourism director Kimberly Morgan in-
vited a representative from EVOK, who 
helps the county’s digital media presence, 
to discuss the results of February, which 
was a great month for Clay’s tourism. That 
representative explained that the county’s 
tourism website was performing extremely 
well and that its metrics are continuing to 
get better.

“Nobody has a handle on what the econ-
omy and tourism are going to do, but we 
are doing better than we thought we were 
going to be doing,” Morgan told the TDC.

Organic traffic to the county’s tour-
ism site, ExploreClay.com, increased 
74% month by month, keyword volume in-
creased 33%, and search traffic increased 
by 56%. People were searching for terms 

The county’s tourism has seen much success with online advertising, especially in regards to 
things like fishing and outdoor activities, and that success is likely to continue as the county 
prepares for massive events like the Nitro Rallycross at Keystone Heights this December.

like “Belmore State Forest,” “Clay County 
Florida” and “Clay County Strawberry Fes-
tival.”

In terms of Google results, though, the 
county’s fishing-related ads beat out any 
and everything followed by springs and 
water activities, weddings and event plan-
ning. Ads about these things and others 
brought the county three million impres-
sions on Google and more than 42,000 
clicks with another 260,000 impressions 
on Facebook. Ads about treehouses, food, 
golf and sunsets in Clay County were most 
popular on Facebook and these ads were 
most popular with people aged 55 and 
older.

Morgan said she thinks that age group 
is what’s popular right now because that 
age group is getting more and more vacci-
nated, which means that age group is more 
likely to travel.

Morgan requested a contract renewal 
with EVOK media that includes funding 
that amounts to roughly $201,000. That 
cost is for a second year of service and in-
cludes things like a regency retainer, me-
dia costs, search engine optimization, vid-
eo and photography and contingency. The 
TDC approved the renewal unanimously.

“We are asking for a 2% increase to the 
advertising budget,” Morgan said. “A total 

of $201,450 for year one and it’s allocated 
out by discipline. The year three total is 
$205,500. One thing that we request is 
that we add to the contract not only nu-
merical changes, but also that any unspent 
dollars go toward marketing.”

Morgan said if the marketing expects a 
$20,000 bill for a video shoot that ends up 
only costing $15,000, they’d like to be able 
to put that leftover $5,000 toward market-
ing.

In other business, Morgan said the 
county is down 12% in bed tax collec-
tion. This is better than last year, she said 
though, and that even though 12% doesn’t 
look great on paper, it looks amazing com-
pared to last year’s “dismal” numbers.

“Our numbers in February on the week-
ends were highly positive from an occupan-
cy perspective,” Morgan told the TDC dur-
ing its meeting. “The rate continues to be a 
challenge, but occupancy has flip-flopped 

from weekday business being the norm to 
weekends being stronger, which means we 
can say we’re a leisure destination now.”

The county’s many Airstream Ventures 
sporting events will likely only help those 
numbers. The American Cornhole League 
will be in Clay County from April 16-18; 
the Sunshine State Games, which include 
baton twirling, ultimate frisbee, disc golf, 
pickle ball and a canoe marathon, will be in 
the county from June 11-13; and, the Youth 
Lacrosse Tournament arrives on June 26-
28, and the U.S. Cycling competition is 
scheduled from June 24-28.

The year will be capped off with a mas-
sive, large-scale Nitro rallycross races at 
the Florida International Rally and Motor-
sports Park at the Keystone Heights Air-
port. That’s expected to draw thousands of 
participants and put Clay County in front of 
millions of digital eyes through streaming 
and broadcasting.

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

FLEMING ISLAND – Fleming Island High 
senior Jordan Cooley will participate in the 
Jack and Jill Beautillion in May.

Jack and Jill of America, Inc. works 
nationwide to provide leadership devel-
opment opportunities, financial literacy, 
community service, educational, social, 
civic and recreational activities. A beautil-
lion is a coming-out party for a young man, 
a male version of a cotillion. This year’s 
event will be held virtually and will feature 
seven young men who have prepared for 
seven months, doing various workshops 
and community service endeavors.

Cooley is one of the seven and looks for-
ward to being a part of the event.

“I’m excited about it,” he said. “I think 
it’ll just be an entertaining time. We [the 
beaus] are all going into our manhood to-

Fleming Island’s Jordan Cooley to participate at Jack and Jill Beautillion

Jordan Cooley

gether.” 
He also looks forward to the connec-

tions he will make and the preparation for 

his future. 
Part of the event will be dancing the 

waltz with their belles, for which Cooley 
has practiced.

“We had rehearsals for the dance,” he 
said.

There have also been several work-
shops he has attended, which have helped 
to prepare the young men for both the 
event and going out into the world to 
achieve their dreams and contribute to 
society. The four workshops in which they 
participated were: keeping the faith in 
tumultuous times, wellness and working 
for Gen Z, situational awareness and sex, 
drugs and hip hop.  

Cooley is an outstanding student at 
Fleming Island, currently completing Asso-
ciation of International Credential Evalua-
tors and dual-enrollment courses. He has 
been the point guard on both the junior 
varsity and varsity basketball teams and 

competing in the 400-meter on the track 
team. Jordan also is a member of the Jack-
sonville Chapter of Jack and Jill of America 
Inc. He had served as Nominating Chair, 
Parliamentarian, and Editor for the Jack 
and Jill of America, Jacksonville Chapter 
Teens. Jordan has volunteered at the Sal-
vation Army in Clay County and volunteers 
at the annual JP Hall Charities Christmas 
Program, Helping Hands of North America 
and the Fleming Island Youth Basketball 
Camp. Cooley also enjoys painting in his 
spare time. 

He intends to attend the University of 
South Florida on a merit scholarship to 
study architecture following graduation.

Throughout the years, the Beautillion 
has raised hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars, benefiting the Shannon Smith Mc-
Cants Memorial Pharmacy Scholarship 
and the Leaders Emerging as Dreamers 
S.T.E.M. Scholarship.
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Celebrating 25 Years of Quality & Service

The Best On 
The Market

5,000 
Sq. Ft.

$2095

St. Augustine Weed & Feed
Apply in early spring to obtain control of pre-emerged and post-emerged 
weeds in Centipede, Zoysia and St. Augustine lawns. For best results, 
lawn should be moist prior to application. After application, water well. 
Do not use on Bermuda Grass or any type of Northern grasses.

7060 Hwy. 17 Fleming Island • 904-284-2011 • www.PatsNurseryInc.com 
Thank you for supporting the “Little Man”  

St. Augustine Weed & Feed
Apply in early spring to obtain control of pre-emerged and post-emerged 
weeds in Centipede, Zoysia and St. Augustine lawns. For best results, 
lawn should be moist prior to application. After application, water well. 
Do not use on Bermuda Grass or any type of Northern grasses.

OPEN
7 DAYS
A WEEK

Rose & Flower Food w/Systemic Insecticide
small and large bags available

Azalea/Evergreen Food Plus w/Systemic
small and large bags available

Fruit, Citrus and Pecan Tree Food
small and large bags available

Premium Bedding Plant Food
small and large bags available

Our Roses 

Bloom Year 

after Year!
HAPPY 

EASTER!

The Best On 
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By Don Coble
Managing Editor

The executive director of a Florida 
LGBT organization ripped proposed leg-
islation which would keep transgender 
children from playing organized sports, 
saying it was harmful to children’s wel-
fare and the state’s economy.

It’s no secret 
politics and so-
cial causes have 
veered dramati-
cally to the left in 
the country. Elec-
tions do that. But 
allowing a boy 
to play in a girls’ 
league is very mis-
guided.

Some, like 
Equality Florida 
Executive Director Nadine Smith, insists 
it’s not fair to the boy. But what about 
the girls?

Identity politics can be dangerous. 
They say boys will be boys, but in today’s 
world, that now means boys will be girls 
if they want. Quite frankly, that’s going 
too far.

I was a sportswriter for more than 45 
years. In that time, I learned one thing: 
there’s a difference between men and 
women playing sports. The longest hitter 
currently on the LPGA Tour is Pagdan-
ganan, who averages 287 yards off the 
tee. Bryson Dechambeau leads the PGA 
Tour with a 321.3-yard average. What if 
Dechambeau decided this week to play 

against women? According to Smith’s 
group, all he has to do is say he identifies 
himself as a woman.

That’s wrong because it’s not fair to 
women. I don’t say that as a former re-
porter. I say that as a father of two girls.

I support anyone’s desire to express 
their feelings. But it shouldn’t come at 
anyone else’s expense.

Whether you’re a man or a woman 
isn’t something that’s determined be-
tween the ears. It’s something that’s de-
termined between the legs at birth. Of 
course, there are exceptions for people 
with Kinefelter syndrome who carry an 
extra X chromosome.

Transgender issues shouldn’t be 
morphed into a political argument.

“Simply put: lawmakers in Florida are 
putting the state’s economy at risk right 
alongside the health and well-being of 
transgender kids in a move that puts po-
litical pandering ahead of the welfare of 
children,” Smith told For Florida Politics.

The majority of people are against 
transgender children in sports, specifi-
cally girls’ and women’s athletics. Smith 
said any state that won’t allow boys to 
play against the girls risk losing sanc-
tions and membership in the NCAA.

“Bills that fly in the face of inclusion 
and empowerment for all young people 
are bound to draw the ire of organiza-
tions committed to encouraging equi-
table participation – organizations like 
the NCAA,” Smith said. “Their boycott of 
championships in North Carolina follow-

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county com-

mission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a 
few moments to write us a letter. All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling 

and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and 
spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to Man-
aging Editor Don Coble at don@opcfla.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

WordWord

SEE HISTORY, 17

OF THE WEEK

This Week In History

WordWord

SEE VACCINES, 5

OPINIONDeSantis promises legal 
action to prevent 
vaccine passports

Five years ago, 2016

• Richard Price Tucker, 44, is charged 
with trying to defraud six Clay County of-
ficials, including two judges, the clerk of 
court and State Attorney Angela Corey.

• Three health education positions are 
eliminated from the Clay County Schools 
budget as the district is forced to make 
cuts.

• Gonzo the Rabbit wins the Rabbit 
Fashion Show at the Clay County Agricul-
ture Fair.

10 years ago, 2011
• Mitch Timberlake and Pam Lewis win 

their Green Cove Springs City Council elec-
tions during the Municipal Tuesday Elec-
tion.

• Marge Hutton and Steve Howard win 
seats on the Orange Park Town Council.

• Nyota Z. McGriff of Jacksonville is ar-
rested for burglary and the sale of drugs 
as part of an organized fencing operation.

20 years ago, 2001
• Orange Park Town Attorney C. Ed-

ward Rich Jr. dies of a stroke. He was 63.
• Plans for 3,000 new homes at Ranch 

Village, a 1,191-acre development at 
the end of Old Middleburg Road, are an-
nounced.

• A massive thunderstorm and tornado 
cause damage to homes and an apartment 
complex in Green Cove Springs.

30 years ago, 1991
• County residents are asked to join 

a “Support Your Troops” event at Orange 
Park Town Park to help fund the creation 
of a “Hero Monument.”

• The outgoing grand jury foreman rips 
County Commissioner James Jett for his 
response to their finding in a dispute be-

By Renzo Downey
For Florida Politics

Gov.  Ron DeSantis  will take executive 
action this week to prevent businesses 
from implementing “vaccine passports” in 
Florida.

The Governor told reporters to ex-
pect an order sometime this week as well 
as legislation along those lines from the 
House and Senate.

People should be able to make their 
own choices regarding vaccinations and 
shouldn’t need proof to begin living life 
normally again, he added. Banning vac-
cine passports would provide certainty to 
people DeSantis.

“We’re taking action, and we’re going 
to work with the Legislature that whatever 
gets across the finish line to reform in light 
of this will also have something to say that 
that just simply is not going to be permit-
ted in the state of Florida,” DeSantis said.

The Governor, who has taken aim at Big 
Tech in recent months and is backing leg-
islation to protect internet users’ privacy, 
also roped large corporations into his cri-
tique.

“You’re going to do this and, what, give 
all this information to some big corpora-
tion? You want the fox to guard the hen 
house? Give me a break,” DeSantis said. “I 
think this is something that has huge priva-
cy implications. It is not necessary to do.”

Vaccine passports are documents that 
show a person has been vaccinated against 
COVID-19 or recently tested negative for 
the virus that causes it. The information is 
stored on a phone or other mobile device 
that the user shows to an airline employee 
or border officers. The Biden administra-
tion and others want a paper version avail-
able, too.

DeSantis didn’t say exactly what his 
ban would cover, but it appears targeted 
toward businesses who may be consider-
ing requiring proof of vaccination for entry.

“I understand how some folks can em-
brace the idea, and I’m not saying it’s all 
necessarily done for bad purposes, but I 
think ultimately it would create problems 
in the state,” DeSantis said.

The Senate Military and Veterans Af-
fairs, Space and Domestic Security Com-
mittee will convene Tuesday to discuss 
legislation (SB 1924), filed by Hialeah 
Republican Sen. Manny Díaz, to limit local 
governments’ abilities to place lockdowns 
and emergency orders during states of 
emergency. DeSantis has backed that pro-
posal for more than a month.

“I had to pry a lot of this stuff open over 

Word of the Week is a feature that aims 
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a 
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a 
sentence.

Inimitable: (in-IM-it-uh-bul) an ad-
jective that means not being capable of be-
ing imitated.

“Although some have tried, Harper 
Lee’s ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ remains an 
inimitable work.”

SEE GIRLS, 5

Don Coble

Shouldn’t girls’ rights be considered 
when boys are allowed to compete?
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Now and __
 5. Israeli city __ Aviv
 8. Indicates near
11. Minneapolis suburb
13. Large Australian
 flightless bird
14. Fine-grained earth
15. Plant genus that 
 includes water caltrop
16. Peacock network
17. TV writer Dunham
18. Excessive fluid 
 accumulation in tissues
20. They __
21. Muslim ruler title
22. Position given in respect of
25. Explaining further
30. Measuring instrument
31. Romanian monetary unit
32. Council of __, l545-1563
33. Savory jelly made with 
 meat stock
38. Journalist Tarbell
41. Most suspenseful
43. Festivity
45. Animal embryos
48. Fertility god

49. Medical patients’ choice 
 (abbr.)
50. Type of sword
55. Competition
56. Bird of the cuckoo family
57. Afflicted in mind or body
59. Engineering organization
60. Beverage receptacle
61. Spiritual leader
62. Doctor of Education
63. Where golfers begin
64. Impudence

CLUES DOWN
 1. Vietnamese offensive
 2. Fast mammal
 3. Oh goodness!
 4. The back of one’s neck
 5. One who lives in 
 another’s property
 6. Involve deeply
 7. Alfalfa
 8. Tropical tree resin
 9. Sudden fear
10. Jewish religious month
12. Veterans battleground
14. Musical symbol
19. German river

23. Paddle 
24. Lizard
25. Shock treatment
26. The common gibbon
27. Brew
28. Usually has a lid
29. Lenses in optical 
 instruments
34. Time zone in Samoa 
 (abbr.)
35. Wrinkled dog: Shar __
36. Denotes equal
37. TV network for children
39. Take the value away from
40. Female graduates
41. Don’t know when yet
42. ‘__ tœ’: Spanish song
44. ‘Seinfeld’ character
45. Bleated
46. Entwined
47. Away from wind
48. Soft creamy white cheese
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. They resist authority 
 (slang)
58. Speak ill of

tween Jett and Sheriff Dalton Bray.
• The Clay County Commissioner vote 

to approve a union vote for firefighters.

40 years ago, 1981
• Calvin Wilcox defeated mayor Al Ivey 

and Donald Fullerton beat Charles Todd 
for seats on the Green Cove Springs City 
Council.

• Federal agents and the Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office seize stolen weapons and 
explosives at the Thunderbolt airstrip.

History
from page 4

Republicans need to focus on 
economy, not taking away 
teacher rights
Editor:

First of all, as a school teacher, proud 
Republican and citizen of Florida I want to 
sincerely thank our political representa-
tives in Tallahassee for having in person 
learning all year! You stepped up and took 
the lead nationally when many states caved 
and some states/school districts [that] are 
still not having in-person learning which is 
disgraceful in my opinion.

With that said, please focus on getting 
us “back to normal” in regards to fighting 
COVID-19, continuing to get our citizens 
vaccinated at break neck speed and keep-
ing our economy open and growing. Please 
stop with the anti-union legislation and fo-
cus on what is most important during this 
critical time in history.

The Republican sponsored Senate Bill 

Letter to the Editor 1014 requires actions such as all teach-
ers’ union membership applications to add 
phrases like “Right to Work State” in bold 
print. Newsflash my fellow Republicans: 
teachers are professionals and we are al-
ready well aware what the laws are con-
cerning our local unions.

Members would have to “renew” their 
membership yearly. Doing this entails fill-
ing out another application, contacting 
human resources to renew our payment 
deduction from our paychecks and essen-
tially adds unnecessary paperwork for us 
and the school district. But we all know 
how much teachers love paperwork! This 
particular part of the bill makes as much 
sense as my wife and I renewing our mar-
riage license yearly or having to renew our 
mortgage and car loan applications on a 
yearly basis. Teachers are professionals 
and if we want to terminate our member-
ship (which we are free to do any time) we 
are well aware how to take the appropriate 
steps.

Currently union membership is anony-
mous. SB 1014 will make named member-

ship rosters available to the Public Em-
ployee Relations Commission. Don’t worry 
readers, I don’t know what that is either 
so let me translate. Currently principals 
do not have an active roster of who is a 
member and who is not a member at each 
school for privacy reasons. This helps en-
sure that members (or non-members) are 
not targeted. I think my fellow Republicans 
will see many unintended consequences 
that will hurt the very people they want 
to “strengthen;” non-members. Let’s think 
about this from a principal’s perspective. If 
a school administrator has to reduce his or 
her workforce (Which happens quite often) 
AND they have access to an active roster, 
they will likely target the non-members. 
Why? Non-members will not be able to “put 
up a fight” that an active member will be 
able to. Active members have the power of 
representation, which is a best advantage 
of being in the local union. A union member 
has someone that will fight for their rights 
and exhaust every avenue possible for a 
particular member to keep their job. Your 
bill will likely hurt YOUR BASE of voters. 

So my fellow Republican leaders please 
stick to your strengths like battling COV-
ID-19, getting people vaccinated, growing 
our economy and getting our state back to 
normal (I am sick of wearing a mask!!). The 
citizens of Florida need you focused on that 
more than ever!

Doug Deters
Clay County teacher

the summer, and that’s why we see boom 
in certain parts of the state as a result of 
that,” he said.

DeSantis also voiced his support for 
limiting the Governor’s ability to place lock-
downs, a proposal raised by St. Petersburg 
Republican Sen. Jeff Brandes and others. 
Brandes plans to file legislation that would 
require at least one other member of the 
Florida Cabinet to  sign off on orders like 
lockdowns.

“Even though I didn’t take that, what if 
I had done that or someone else had done 
that?” DeSantis posed. “There needs to be 
some checks there.”

While he “utilized this power judi-

Vaccines
from page 4

Girls
from page 4

ciously,” governors of other states have 
locked down businesses and schools and 
destroyed lives, he added.

“I was trying to lift people up rather 
than continuing to lock people down,” De-
Santis said.

At the same press conference, the 
Governor signed his first bill of the year, 
enacting legislation (SB 72) to give busi-
nesses and health care providers some 
protections from COVID-19 lawsuits. 
Those liability protections have been a re-
quest from DeSantis and businesses.

Banning vaccine passports could be-
come a point of contention for some busi-
ness owners.

Shoot Renzo an email at renzo@flori-
dapolitics.com and follow him on Twitter 
@RenzoDowney.

ing the disastrous ‘bathroom bill’ torched 
the state’s economy and marred its reputa-
tion. The trans sports bans moving through 
the Florida legislature now are senselessly 
tempting a similar fate. Lawmakers would 
do well to heed the warnings from North 
Carolina and stop this legislation in its 
tracks.”

The NCAA decided not to include North 
Carolina for any of its various champion-
ships through 2022 because the state ex-
cludes gender identity from statewide anti-
discrimination protections. It also requires 
transgender people to use the restroom 
that corresponds to their birth certificate.

There’s no question transgender people 
have been an important part of our society 
for decades. What’s different now is the in-
sistence by some to make it a political hot 
button, not a matter of preference.

Transgender people now are allowed 
to compete in the Olympics as long as the 

levels of testosterone measured in a man 
is 10 nanomoles a liter for at least a year. 
While no known transgender athletes have 
competed in the Olympics since 2003, 
at least three – BMX freestyler Chelsea 
Wolfe of the United States, volleyball play-
er Tifanny Abreu of Brazil and weightlifter 
Laurel Hubbard of New Zealand – are ex-
pected to compete at the Tokyo Games this 
summer.

The International Olympic Committee 
bands the use of performance-enhancing 
drugs. Shouldn’t taking testosterone-
reducing drugs to change the chemical 
balance in the body so boys can compete 
against girls be considered performance-
enhancing?

Some states, including Utah and South 
Dakota with Republican governors, have 
rejected bills that would prohibit trans-
gender athletes playing organized sports. 
Legislation in Florida, however, is moving 
ahead.

For my daughters’ sake, I hope it suc-
ceeds.
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CONCRETE & DIRT WORK free estimates 904-303-7284

Commercial & Residential
No job too big or too small!

• Concrete (prep, form, pour, finish, stamping)

  • Grading • Dirt Work 
• Clearing Lots • Installing Culverts

JETT CONCRETE WORKS

REV. KARL N. FLAGG, L.F.D.I .C.
KARLA N. FLAGG-WRIGHT, L.F.D.

2400 MADISON STREET
PALATKA, FL 32177

386.312.0444
www.f laggserenitychapel.com

“ Serving Loving Families & 

Preserving Living Memories”

3535 Highway 17, Ste 10 • Fleming Island, FL 32003 • 904-269-1716

Your Neighborhood RealtorsR

Mary Singley
REALTOR
904-614-8824
mary.singley@floridanetworkrealty.com
msingley.floridanetworkrealty.com

Terry Alvarado
REALTOR
904-315-1755
terry.alvarado@floridanetworkrealty.com
TAlvarado.FloridaNetworkRealty.com

Kay Lyerly
REALTOR
904-704-2053
Kay.Lyerly@floridanetworkrealty.com
KayLyerlyHomes.com

©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your 
home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

Although arson is suspected, 
congregation’s faith remains unmoved

By Don Coble
don@opc� a.com 

ORANGE PARK – One by one, cars and 
trucks slowly rolled through and around 
the potted dirt driveway, emerging from a 
wooded entrance to the strikingly somber 
scene of broken concrete and charred raf-
ters.

What used to be the St. Simons Baptist 
Church still smelled of smoke. With the ex-
ception of a couple metal cabinets, there 
wasn’t anything remaining that was recog-
nizable.

Curious and concerned residents joined 
congregation members in the parking lot 
Saturday afternoon, barely a day after � re 
ripped through the historic Black Church 
on Miller Street. By the time the Orange 
Park Fire Department and Clay County 
Fire and Rescue arrived shorting after 11 

p.m. Thursday night, the 3,200-square-foot 
church already was reduced to rubble.

Investigators posted two � iers at the 
church with a promise to pay $5,000 for 
information. The � iers also stated arson 

Fire destroys iconic 
St. Simons Baptist Church

was suspected. Investigators also will be 
looking into the construction project at the 
building.

“The State Fire Marshal is currently 
investigating the cause,” the Orange Park 
Fire Department said in a release. “The in-
terior of the church had not been actively 
in use since the beginning of the pandemic. 
However, the structure was undergoing 
renovations to add a fellowship hall.”

The church, which was built in 1965, 
was “80% through” a massive expansion 
project, said church administrator Dea-
con Lester Perry said. In fact, contractors 
were on the property a day earlier setting 
the foundation for a new air conditioning 
system.

“We were moving 100% forward,” 

Parishioners said they will rebuild St. Simons Baptist Church after a � re destroyed the building. 
Investigators are exploring arson as a possible cause.

SEE FIRE, 17
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SERVICES, INC.

ARE YOU PROTECTED?
•  Three generations serving NE Florida
•  Veteran Owned & Operated
•  2 Time Award Winning Pest Control

Termite Swarm Season
is just around the corner...

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com
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ACTIVE DUTY • RETIRED MILITARY
FIRST RESPONDERS

10% OFF Initial Treatment
(904) 264-0480

mantislawn@comcast.net
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2020Treasure your time. 
If you could eliminate the 
responsibilities of owning a 
home, how would you spend 
your time? 

“I’d spend more time 
playing cards with friends.” 

Call Today! 904-450-5718

3651 US Hwy  Fleming Island • Fleming Island, FL 32003
904-450-5718 or www.AllegroLiving.com

Congratulations to Allegro Fleming Island for receiving 
a deficiency-free state survey for the past  12 years. This 
means that the community has met or exceeded the 
state’s standard of care in all areas. 

Independent Living I Assisted Living | Memory Care

SAVE UP TO $1,200
a year on your Medicare 

Part B premium
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1-866-838-8239 (TTY: 711)  |  CarePlusMedicare.com
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Fleming Island indoor percussion band finishes second in statewide meet

The Fleming Island High percussion band provided a sneak preview of their state competition show last Friday at the high school. The group, 
“Velocity,” finished second a day later in Daytona Beach.

Group rehearsed at the 
school the night before 

Florida competition

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

FLEMING ISLAND – The Fleming Island 
High indoor percussion band “Velocity” held 
a short performance at their high school 
gymnasium Friday night. The performance 
was a chance to get in another rehearsal 
and to let supporters see the group before 
they competed at the Florida Federation of 
Colorguards Circuit State Championships 
over the weekend at Daytona Beach. 

“The guard performs with flags, rifles, 
sabers; the percussion performs obviously 
on percussion instruments,” said assistant 
band director Alex Buck. “They both have 
had incredible seasons, especially given 
the circumstances. We’re especially ex-
cited for them.” 

The color guard has previously won 
several state championships. The percus-
sion group has not. 

SEE BAND, 12
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Funeral & Cremation Services Funeral Home

Traditional, Church & Graveside ServicesTraditional, Church & Graveside Services

Locally Owned With A 
Tradition of Service

•  Pre-Need & Insurance 
Arrangements

• World Wide Shipping
• Caskets & Urns
• Pre-Planning
• Cremation

904-264-1233
www.BivensFuneralHome.com

529 Kingsley Ave • Orange Park

Burney Bivens Orange Park
Attorney Since 1982

Law Offi ce 
1543 Kingsley Ave. • Orange Park

904-264-3412

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY
One convenient location, because it’s important for family to be together at a diffi cult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today’s prices - 0% fi nancing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts 

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com
111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

JACKSONVILLEJACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENSMEMORY GARDENS

Dr. Terry Tabor 
Dr. Terry Tabor left a devoted and griev-

ing family behind on Wednesday, March 17, 
2021, as he made his exit from this earthly 
life. 

Surrounded by his wife, Joyce; daughter 
and namesake, Teri Rae Stevens and son-
in-law, Russell Stevens, he made a peaceful 
and quiet departure — just as he lived his 
life! 

Also left to mourn 
his leaving are his 
oldest and devoted 
granddaughter, Ash-
ley Leigh Ann Ste-
vens — of whom he 
was extremely proud 
and loved dearly; his 
youngest daughter, 
Leigh Ann Bronson 
(Frank) and three 
children, Max, Jake and Sydney, of Ft. Col-
lins, CO; one remaining uncle, Perry Cun-
ningham (Betty), and several cousins living 
in Roanoke, VA; his sister-in-law, Margarite 
Spanogle of Lookout Mountain, GA, as well 
as numerous nieces and nephews whom he 
loved and with whom he felt very close. 

Terry was born in Maybeury, WV, July 
17, 1941 and moved to McComas, WV, as 
a baby. There he grew up until his parents, 
Arnold M. Tabor and Frances E. Cunning-
ham Tabor, moved to Princeton, WV, when 
he was in the 8th grade. 

After graduating from Princeton High 
School in 1958, where he was his junior and 
senior class president and a four-sport let-
terman in football, basketball, baseball and 
track and field, he attended and graduated 
from Concord College (now university). He 
was on the track and field team in college, 
throwing the discus for the duration of his 
time there. There is where he met his wife, 
Joyce Vinson, and they married on Decem-
ber 21, 1963. Upon her graduation in May 
1964, they moved to Knoxville, TN, where 
he earned his master’s and doctorate de-
grees in Education from The University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville.  

Terry’s beloved University of North Flor-
ida is the reason he came to Jacksonville 
in 1972 as a founding faculty member. He 
knew it would be a rewarding opportunity 
and for 35 years, it certainly was that for 
him.  He loved teaching first in the College 
of Education, then in the College of Health. 
Getting his doctorate in Exercise Physiology 
afforded him the chance to teach students 
about a great love of his life — healthy liv-
ing!  

Terry was literally president of almost 
every group or organization to which he 
belonged throughout his life and played ev-

ery sport he could play. He most enjoyed 
teaching/coaching young children all his 
life — starting out as a young teen coach-
ing little league sports in his community, 
and continuing as his own children played 
numerous sports. He not only coached his 
children, he even coached his oldest grand-
son, Max, in little league basketball, during 
which time one of the other children on the 
team asked him “why is your hair white?”  
None of the other coaches had white hair!!  
:)))) 

He, Joyce and their daughters lived in 
Orange Park, FL, for just shy of 50 years 
and have been fortunate enough to have 
made many wonderful friends. The family 
would like to express their deep-felt grati-
tude and appreciation to many of those de-
voted friends for all their support and help 
during Terry’s illness. 

Without the help and guidance of Dr. and 
Mrs. John Arnold, the family would not have 
made it through his toughest times!!  There 
will be no services and his interment will 
take place at the local Magnolia Cemetery 
at a later date. If contributions are consid-
ered, the family would suggest donations to 
Community Hospice of Fleming Island, FL, 
and to a Terry favorite — St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital. Arrangements 
are being handled by Aaron and Burney 
Bivens Funeral Home of Orange Park, FL. 

Dr. Terry Tabor

Sharon Michelle Cole

Ronald Kolczynski 

Ronald Kolczynski, age 68, of Green 
Cove Springs, FL passed away suddenly on 
March 23, 2021.

Ronald was born to parents, Florrie and 
Helen Kolczynski on December 19, 1952 in 
Auburn, New York. He graduated from Port 
Byron Central High School in June of 1971 
and then from Cayuga County Community 
College in May of 1982 with an associate 
degree in Math and Science. 

He married his beloved wife, Terry Kolc-
zynski 32 years ago and the couple eventu-
ally settled in the Clay County/Green Cove 
Springs, Florida area. 

Ronald was of the Catholic faith. He 
worked as a manager for the USPS where 
he eventually retired.

Sharon Michelle Cole 
Sharon Michelle Cole, 67, was a kind 

person, devoted to family members, athlete, 
educator, floral arranger, caregiver, sports-
woman, and loving spouse. Sharon passed 
away on March 19, 
2021 following a 19 
month battle with 
cholangiocarcinoma, 
bile duct cancer. She 
was a courageous 
woman and an inspi-
ration to all. There 
was no challenge that 
she would not face. 
She gave so much to 
everyone who knew 
her, and the world is a better place because 
of Sharon.

Born to Frank and Judy Cole on Janu-
ary 30, 1954. She leaves behind her loving 
spouse of 19 years, Terry Riggs; brothers, 
Bob (Kathy) and Frank (Andrea) Cole; fa-
ther and mother-in-law, John and Frances 
Riggs, brother and sister-in-law, Keith and 

Service to his country was in the US 
Army from 1972 to 1975 with Reserve Ser-
vice until 1978.

Anyone who knew Ronald knew he was 
an outdoorsman with a passion for hunting 
hogs on the west coast of Florida. During 
that time he gained many treasured friend-
ships. He was planning an extensive RV trip 
with his wife where they would have en-
joyed seeing the country and visiting many 
friends and family. 

Ronald is survived by his wife, Terry 
Kolczynski; brothers Walter (Eleanor) Kol-
czynski and Gene (Carol) Kolczynski; nieces 
Anne, Crystal, and Wendy; nephew Edward; 
and numerous cousins.

Memorial services will be held at a later 
date. 

Please sign the family’s online guestbook 
at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care of 
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring 
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904) 
284-4000

Theresa Riggs; nephews, Blake Cole (Vicky), 
Brett Cole (Emma), Christopher and Mi-
chael Gilbert, Matt Riggs; goddaughter, Ol-
ivia J. Murphy; great nieces and nephews, 
Norah, Bobby, Lincoln, Margot, and Dolores 
Cole. Sharon is predeceased by her parents, 
Frank and Judy Cole, and nephew, Brian 
Cole.

Sharon attended Terry Parker and 
graduated from Sandalwood High School. 
She received her Bachelor and Master’s 
Degrees in Education and Counseling from 
UNF. Her 31 year career with the Clay 
County School System began as a teacher at 
Lakeside Middle School and then as a guid-
ance counselor at Ridgeview High School. 
She was also a talented floral arranger and 
worked in a family business at World of 
Flowers in Lakewood.

After Sharon and Terry’s retirement, 
they began a robust life which included 
boating, kayaking, fishing, and traveling 
all over the U.S. in a small motorhome and 
later in a larger travel trailer. After relocat-
ing to Palm Coast in 2011, they developed 
a group of friends who did just about every-
thing together. After Sharon became ill, this 
group loved and supported Sharon and Ter-
ry and made their lives better in every way. 
She loved her friends and family deeply.

A memorial service will be held on Sun-
day, April 11, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. at Clymer 
Funeral Home & Cremations. A visitation 
will be held before the service from 1:00 
p.m. until 2:00 p.m. A reception will follow 
at 3:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. at Clymer Fu-
neral Home, Palm Coast, FL. Covid restric-
tions will be respected with masking and 
social distancing.

In lieu of flowers, donations made be 
made in Sharon’s memory to any of the fol-
lowing: Vitas Hospice Healthcare, the Fla-
gler Humane Society, The Donna Founda-
tion, Community Hospice of NE Florida. 

Scattering of her ashes at sea will be 
done at a later date.

Sharon’s family entrusted the arrange-
ments to Clymer Funeral Home & Crema-
tions.

For online condolences and those who 
would like to join us online for the memorial 
service, please join us on Zoom, link posted 
in Sharon’s obituary at www.clymerfuneral-
home.com.

Obituaries
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STAFF PHOTOS BY DON COBLE

Residents enjoy sunshine, 
good music, fast cars at 
Middleburg Spring Festival
MIDDLEBURG – Hundreds enjoyed music, food, crafts, vendors, classic cars and dance perfor-
mances Saturday during the sun-splashed Middleburg Spring Festival. The festival was held at 
the Middleburg Civic Association. The combination of good weather and the opportunity to 
visit neighbors while local band Duval County Line performed while wafts of boiled peanuts, 
cookies and kettle corn created a relaxing setting.
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For more information, call the office at 904-269-5315 or visit www.tscoop.org. 
Shepherd’s Center of Orange Park, 2105 Park Avenue, Suite 30, Orange Park, FL 32073

Enjoy life! Engage in Learning!  Meet new friends!
Make a difference!  Check out the Shepherd’s Center of
Orange Park (“SCOOP”) at www.tscoop.org to see our

award-winning educational programs.

GET THE SCOOP
55 or older? …Make this the best time of your life!

This educational program for senior adults is sponsored by:

SHEPHERD’S CENTER – SPRING CLASSES 2021
Mondays – Fridays,  April 12, 2021 – May 14, 2021

No classes on Wednesday, May 5, 2021
All classes will be offered via Zoom Meetings - www.zoom.us

Bridge Playing Tuesdays at 1-3pm, Orange Park Presbyterian Church
Scotty Hood

Adventures in Learning will be offered via the Zoom Platform of online meetings. 
You may join a class via your computer, tablet or phone. You may take as many classes as 
you like for a set fee of $30. The session begins Monday, April 12, 2021 and will last for 6 

weeks. There is a one time new member fee of $25. 
Please email the office with any questions, info@tscoop.org. 

 
Once you register and pay for your classes, you will be emailed a meeting ID number and 
password for each individual class. The ID number and password will remain the same 
for the duration of the session. (ie one ID number for Elder Law, one for iPhone...) If you 

do not have email, we will call you with the information to log on to the meeting.

Day

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Elder Law
Mike Jorgensen
Senior Counsel

Android Phone
Instruction

Joe Pacachek

Chair Exercise
Amber Luke and  

Palagio Senior Living

Gardening
Ruth Johansen

iPad Instruction
Mike Saffy

Silverlink Consulting

Current Events
Susan Howard,         
Ken Johansen,    
George Tower

Computer Training
Joe Pacachek

Do the
WRITE Thing!

Dr. Douglas Greenberg

Art Appreciation
Female

Impressionists
Susan Nevinger

Acrylic Painting 
Techniques 2 hours

Susan Nevinger

Line Dancing
Hal Hill 

LouAnn Simpson

Galivanting Through 
Jacksonville’s History

Kate Riggs
Life Care Center

iPhone
Jami Kelly

Allegro Fleming Island

Acrylic Painting 
Techniques
Continued

Susan Nevinger

Beginning Ukulele
Deb Felts

Jewelry Making
Nancy Keown

Registration closed

Tangling on Paper
Chris Bass

Water Colors
Carron Wedland

2 hours

9:00 A.M. 10:00 A.M. 11:00 A.M. 1:00 P.M.

Vote ROLAND
MASTANDREA

April13 th

Seat 3
Orange Park Town Council

Roland Has
Worked to...

Regain ownership and 
control from the county of 
our EMS vehicles and 
manpower

Rebuild relationship with 
county and state, securing 
millions of dollars in grant 
money for improving storm 
water system

Lower town millage rate the 
last two years

Vote April 13th to keep
Roland Mastandrea Fighting
for the Town of Orange Park

I would like to share with you about 
what I have done to help our 
community and protect the

Town of Orange Park.

Call me today: 904-444-5587 

Paid by Roland Mastandrea, Orange Park Town Council Seat 3

ClayTodayOnline.com/BestOfClay

Best Insurance Agent
Felisha Foote
VOTE

New water treatment plant will revive Keystone lakes, aquifers
By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – A new pilot wa-
ter treatment plant is live outside of Green 
Cove Springs will set the stage for a larger 
plant that will revive the lakes in Keystone 
Heights and recharge Florida’s aquifers.

When the final project is live, it will di-
vert up to 10 million gallons of Black Creek 
water into a treatment pathway that will 
deposit clean, colorless water into Alliga-
tor Creek in the Keystone Heights area. 
That water will drain from the creek into 
Lake Brooklyn and Lake Geneva and over 
time, restore the lakes back to their levels 
last seen decades ago.

“We’ve been at this awhile,” St. Johns 
River Water Management District execu-
tive director Ann Shortelle said during the 
March 26 unveiling. “It’s one of the proj-

A new water treatment pilot plant will set the stage for a larger plant that will bring clean, 
colorless Black Creek water to the lakes of Keystone Heights and recharge Florida’s natural 
aquifers.

SEE  PLANT, 11

ects that will be instrumental in recharg-
ing the Florida aquifer regionally to sup-
port not only our precious water resources 
like the lakes, but also our water supply 
on a regional basis so this is really, really 
important.”

Shortelle said it was really hard to get 
to the kickoff event of the smaller-sized pi-
lot plant located on the Clay County Ani-
mal Services’ property. Multiple projects 
had fallen through, funding was tough to 
achieve.

About 50 people gathered at the pilot 
plant to celebrate the news, including SJR-
WMD vice chairman Rob Bradley, who se-
cured $40 million as a Florida senator for 
the project.

“If you grew up here, you probably re-
member Keystone Heights’ lakes and how 
important they were to the way of life there 
and even the economy,” Bradley said. “I re-
member when those lakes were full...and 
what’s happened to them over the past few 
decades has been heartbreaking to see.”

Bradley recalled the Save Our Lakes 
Organization and how often he heard from 
them as a senator. They were persistent, 
he said, but never in a disrespectful or 
impeding way. They were people that 
cared about Keystone Heights’ lakes and 
wanted to see them restored to their origi-
nal beauty, he said, and that’s what they 
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THE HUB
@ The Orange Park Mall
The Nest Coworking has a 
NEW location exclusive to 

members only in the  
Orange Park Mall.  

The perfect spot to hold 

• Pop-Up Events
• Small Events 

•Job Fairs

www.workthenest.com
904•385•0093

The Nest Coworking
630 Kingsley Avenue •Orange Park, FL 32073

«External Meeting Room Bookings  
- $35 per hour

«Professional Business Address  
$50 per month

Follow the flock at www.workthenest.com • Email workthenest@gmail.com

INSURANCE RATES 
TOO HIGH?

WE 
CAN 

HELP!

• Been in business over 60 years
• Two locations in Clay County
• We can write ALL lines of insurance

 

Middleburg: 2361 Blanding Blvd.  • 904-282-7665
Keystone Heights: 333 S. Lawrence Blvd. • 352-473-7209 

www.GeorgeRobertsIns.com
csr@georgerobertsins.com

C. Scott Roberts
Owner/Agent

We represent more than 30 A-Rated insurance companies 
providing you the best insurance at the best price.

Auto • Business • Home • Life/Health

Experienced, Professional and Full-time Realtor.

Kathy Dartt Realtor
Watson Realty Corp., REALTORS®

1395 Chaffee Road S.
Jacksonville, FL 32221

904-885-2971
kfdartt@WatsonRealtyCorp.com

WatsonRealtyCorp.com

ASK FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS ON A
PROPERTY THAT YOU’RE BUYING OR SELLING!

The Watson Way Is The Key To Your Next Home

SIMPLE, SAFE, SOLD!

NOW HIRIING!
APPLY IN PERSON

CALL: 916-917-4123 or 904-364-0350 *5465
4627 J P Hall Blvd., Ste 204 • Green Cove Springs

We are hiring for all positions:
 • Quality Tech
 • Warehouse
 • Production Workers
 • Leads
 • Supervisors
 • Maintenance Helpers

Plant
from page 10

about Keystone Heights’ lakes and wanted 
to see them restored to their original beau-
ty, he said, and that’s what they fought for 
over the years.

The unveiling was big a day for Bradley, 
the water district, local county commis-
sioners, city council members, engineers 
and more.

“This is an incredible day,” Save Our 
Lakes Organization vice president, Vivian 
Katz-Janes said. “This truly benefits ev-
erybody. It benefits the people of Keystone, 
obviously, but this recharges the aquifers 
and that affects everyone’s water in a posi-
tive way.”

Katz-Janes spoke about how long before 
people arrived at Keystone Heights, the 
lakes and the surrounding creeks served as 
rechargers of aquifers and she’s excited to 
see that “original, natural function” return.

Keystone Heights town manager Lynn 

Rutkowski said the restoration of the Lake 
Region’s waterways will benefit the area far 
beyond just water. These water resources 
affect the economy in a big way too. Eco-
tourism used to be the main draw of Key-
stone Heights. People went there to swim 
and boat, hike the trails surrounding them 
and fish on the creeks. Some of that still 
occurs today, but not nearly to the extent 
of decades ago.

Those same people also spent money 
in the city of Keystone Heights. Rutkowski 
said the city is already working with the 
county and the county’s tourism develop-
ment council to relaunch Keystone Heights’ 
place in Clay County’s ecotourism.

The lakes are so important to that re-
gion’s water systems that an organization 
called the Lake Region Development Cor-
poration popped up to further develop the 
entire Lake Region. The restoration of the 
region’s lakes is going to go a long way in 
helping the LRDC bring more business to 
the area.

“For us, it was about determining 

whether we want to let things happen to 
our region or if we want to be the ones 
guiding what happens,” Katz-Janes said.

Former Keystone Heights town manag-
er and now-LRDC executive director, Scott 
Kornegay, said it’s important the LRDC and 
the city of Keystone Heights be at the ready 
for what the restoration of the lakes is go-
ing to do for the area.

The pilot plant at the animal services 
facility is quite small, especially when 
compared to what the full plant will be in 
time. SJRWMD project division director 
Dale Jenkins said the pilot plant pulls wa-
ter from Black Creek and places it into the 
blue box present at the animal facility. It 
then pulls harmful nutrients from the water 
and cleans the color of it, changing it from 
the murky, yellow color seen in Black Creek 
to crystal-clear color.

That process happens thanks to a pro-
prietary natural process created by the Sus-
tainable Water Investment Group, which is 
the company behind the plant’s technology. 
The water then drains into the nearby sand 

and dirt. This is a test and show-of-proof 
for the facility that will do the same thing to 
10 million gallons of water a day.

That facility won’t be completed any 
time soon. Shortelle said the permitting 
process has started and shovels will go 
down later this year. SJRWMD’s estimated 
timeline has the final plant’s construction 
finishing up in September of 2023. While 
that seem a long way away, but the people 
of Keystone Heights are excited. Rutkowski 
said the excitement can be felt all over the 
city.

SOLO’s Webb Farber, who sits at the ex-
ecutive table for the organization, said any-
body who knows Keystone Heights knows 
that the second water hits Alligator Creek, 
the lakes begin to fill. When those first 
drops of murky, yellow water make their 
way from Black Creek to the full treatment 
plant outside of Camp Blanding, and then 
come out the other side clean and drop 
themselves into Alligator Creek, the refill-
ing of the lakes will begin.
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Middleburg Black Creek
Lions Club Would Like
To Thank Our Sponsors

DIAMOND SPONSORS
Piztech

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Clay Eye Physicians & Surgeons

Dr. Max Lincoln Orthopedic Surgeon
Ed and Fran Dickson

Exit Real Estate Gallery, Mindy Dickson

GOLD SPONSORS
Annette Hagler, Lions Member

Doc Tony
VyStar Credit Union

SILVER SPONSORS
John Lynch, Lion Member

Miller Creative Group

HOLE IN ONE AND PUTTING SPONSORS
HOLE IN ONE - Gordon Chevrolet

HOLE IN ONE - Lyndel Hale Agency
PUTTING CONTEST - Allstar Motors

Annette Hagler, Lion Member
Exit Real Estate, Mindy Dickson
Russell Feed and Farm Supply

Jan & Stephen Wall, Lion Members
Nicoles On The River

Dr. Max Lincoln, Orthopedic Surgeon
Mary Singley, Berkshire Hathaway

Buchanan Investigation
Clay Today

Allstar Motors Inc.
Broadus Raines Funeral Home

Allstate Benefits, Choice Enroll Team
Trees R Us

Keith Sterns Roofing
Miller Creative Group
Ed and Fran Dickson

Culvers
Harrell & Harrell
Gayward Hendry

AMS Solutions LLC
Bono’s BBQ

John Lynch, Lion Member

HOLE SPONSORS

Velocity has a diverse set of musicians in 
that they are varied in their abilities to 
play different instruments. 

“The cool thing about this group is that 
there are two people out of 23 kids who 
are playing instruments they have played 
before. Everyone else is on a brand-new 
instrument,” Buck said. “It’s super cool, 
especially because they have been very 
successful all season.”

The team consists of students from all 
grades (9-12). They practice on Mondays 
and Thursdays from 5:30-8:30 p.m. The 
Color Guard group practices Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 4:30-8:30 p.m. that ex-
tensive level of preparation had the teams 
feeling confident about their chances for 
success.

“We sort of base their success on – we 
like to think they’re competing against 
themselves, instead of everybody else, and 
if that means they win, then great they 
win,” Buck said.  

Carlie Gann is an 18-year-old senior at 
Fleming Island and is participating for the 
second year. As a freshman, she played the 
piano cart, but now he plays the xylophone. 
She hopes to attend Florida State Univer-
sity in the future to study music education. 

“I did it my freshman year, back when 

Band
from page 7

Local band opening for 38 
Special at Cattleman’s Arena

By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com

MIDDLEBURG – John Jarrell has a day job 
at MDH Rockland that pays his bills, and 
that allows him to mollify his deep-rooted 
passion to play bass for Duval County Line 
without any worries.

Jarrell is content punching the time 
clock at the Keystone Heights Airport, but 
being back on stage fulfills his other needs 
– like being creative and happy again.

“I like playing any time,” Jarrell said 
during a break last Saturday at the Middle-
burg Spring Festival. “I’ve played the bass 
for 40-plus years. I really haven’t done it 
much for a year, so it feels good to do it 
again. I like playing on weekends and not 
worrying about paying my bills.”

Duval County Line will share the spot-
light with 38 Special and The Curt Towne 
Band on Friday night, April 2, at the Clay 
County Agriculture Fair. While some of the 

we had it,” she said. “This is the first year 
we’ve had it since so both years of my time 
in high school. I love getting to learn a new 
instrument. It’s one of my favorite things 
about music. And being here helps me do 
that.”

Gann was enthusiastic about the com-
petition. 

“I’m super excited,” she said. “I’m re-
ally grateful to have an opportunity this 
year given everything else that’s going on.”  

Velocity went on to finish in second 
place at the statewide meet with a score of 
81.45 and a “superior” rating.

Duval County Line solidifying its 
stage presence at Clay County Fair

members have played on big stages, the 
fair is an opportunity for the band to so-
lidify its place in the region.

Guitar player Paul Wane put the band 
back together a little more than three 

Bassist John Jarrell Joel MoodyPaul Wayne

years ago. The fair will be an important 
step in its evolution, he said.

“It’s hard to explain the music busi-
ness,” Wane said. “I’ve been trying to get 
back into music for three and-a-half years. 
I want to see if it will stick this time. Most 
of the time I’ve treated it like a hobby. I 
never got really serious about it.

“Now I want to see where it goes.”
Wane knows success. He’s opened for 

Leon Russell, Molly Hatchet and America. 
Now he wants to see if he can climb back 
on top again.

Jarrell has played at the Grand Ole 
Opry, but that was back in 2008. Like 
Wane, he’s eager to relive some of those 
magical moments.

“This has all been pretty cool,” he said. 
“It’s been a long time.”

While the band’s name suggests oth-
erwise, none of the four members live in 
Duval County. Wane lives in Hawthorne; 
guitarist Joel Moody is from Green Cove 

Springs; drummer Jacob Smart is from 
Middleburg; and, Jarrell is from Keystone 
Heights.

The band originally was scheduled to 
open for 38 Special a year ago at the fair, 
but the gig was shut down three weeks 
before opening day by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. As the state slowly emerged from 
mandatory shutdowns, the DCL has rebuilt 
its schedule and playlist.

DCL will hit the stage at the Cattle-
man’s Arena at 7 p.m. 

They plan to offer their usual array of 
musical genres, from Southern Rock to 
country, blues and soul.

Admission to the unreserved grand-
stand seats is included with general ad-
mission tickets. A few center reserved and 
wing reserved seats are available, while 
premium reserved seats are sold out.

For tickets to Duval County Line or any 
of the eight days of concerts, visit clay-
countyfair.org.
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Quality Bedding & Furniture
Best Furniture Store

VOTE

GET YOUR

MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA

210 DAY PRESCRIPTIONS
NO CHARGE FOR FLOWER
MEDICAL MARIJUANA
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

$150
re-certifications

RE-CERTIFY
BY PHONE
NO NEED TO
LEAVE HOME!

NO MEDICAL RECORDS, NO PROBLEMS. VISIT US AT WWW.CMMDR.COM

C A L L  U S  N O W  V I A  O U R  T E L E M E D I C I N E  P O R TA L

ORANGE PARK
904-420-0044

920 BLANDING BLVD, ORANGE PARK

JACKSONVILLE
904-299-5300

10695 BEACH BLVD, JACKSONVILLE

ST. AUGUSTINE
904-299-7373
2085 A1S S, ST. AUGUSTINE

GAINESVILLE
352-306-0220

2727 NW 6TH ST, GAINESVILLE

NEW ORANGE PARK

LOCATION

OPENING SOON!

is Pleased to Announce its 
Newest Development: 

The O’Connor Building 
(Located next to the

AMC Fleming Island Theatre) 

Other Projects Include: 
◆  Discovery at Oakleaf –  
 Royal Pines Shopping Center 
◆  AMC Fleming Island Theatre 
◆  Shoppes of Eagle Harbor 
◆  Town Center Forum Retail
◆  Town Center Crossings Retail
◆  1809 East West Building 
 (Located next to the  
 Holiday Inn Express) For Leasing Information Call: (904) 215-7575

O’Connor Development Corporation 
is Pleased to Announce its  

Newest Development: 
 

The O’Connor Building 
(Located next to  

the AMC Fleming Island Theatre) 
 
Other Projects Include: 
 Discovery at Oakleaf – Royal Pines 

Shopping Center 
 AMC Fleming Island Theatre 
 Shoppes of Eagle Harbor 
 Town Center Forum Retail 
 Town Center Crossings Retail 
 Fleming Island Commercial Building 
 1809 East West Building (Located 

next to the Holiday Inn Express) 
For Leasing Information Call: 

(904)215-7575 

 The O’Connor Building

Strip mall purchased by Orange 
Park Medical Center

By Bruce Hope 
bruce@opcfla.com

MIDDLEBURG – Now that Black Creek Pla-
za in Middleburg is under new ownership, 
current tenants will have new homes.

The strip mall is currently home to the 
establishments ProCuts, United Cash Ex-
press, Brightway Insurance, John Fagan, 
Attorney at Law and other businesses, but 
that is set to change in the next 90 days. 
The Orange Park Medical Center recently 
purchased the strip for a new care center, 
which will force current tenants out.

“We got an email that the building had 
been sold,” said Neil Tinney, a paramedic 
who is also the proprietor of Massageol-

Black Creek Plaza tenants have 90 days to find new homes
ogy at Black Creek Plaza. “Two days later- I 
believe it was on a Wednesday- we got an-
other certified letter from a property man-
agement company that they were going to 
exercise a clause in everybody’s lease, and 
we had 90 days to get out.”

The situation is frightening to many of 
the establishments. Some have been there 

for decades and having to locate a new 
place and move within the 90-day time 
frame looks to be a daunting task. Not only 
will it be a complicated process to find new 
available locations for the businesses, but 
it’s also an expensive process.

“I found a building that I was trying to 
purchase, so I went to a bank,” said Tin-

ney. “But the biggest part for me is that 
I haven’t even been in business for three 
years, so a bank won’t even touch me. 
I’m fortunate that I’ll be able to bring to-
gether enough to try to buy this building 
that I’ll have to pay cash for. But I mean, 

SEE TENANTS, 14
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By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY — Sixty-two percent of 
the county’s seniors have been vaccinated 
against COVID-19, and the overall num-
bers are rising as younger demographics 
receive their doses.

Clay County’s total vaccination num-
bers will likely rise dramatically after April 
5 because anyone 15 or older will be al-
lowed to get the Pfizer vaccine in Florida. 
This opens the floodgate for the county’s 
younger populations who have been wait-
ing their turn. With such a turn in tides 
of vaccine supply, Clay Today asked its 
readers if those originally against it had 
changed their mind. Those largely against 
it are still against it.

“Nope,” reader Debbie Thompson said. 
“Still haven’t gotten one and at this time. I 
don’t plan to.”

Reader Eydie Brandt told Thompson 
she also doesn’t want a vaccine, but she 
feels bullied by her daughter and husband 
who have received their shots. Kim Biddle 
said she has several friends that have re-
ceived it and that despite that, she’s still 
saying “no way.”

Penny Logan said she was a “no” per-
son before and still a “no” person. They 
also said they don’t get flu shots. Others 
such as Shayne Awais, Laura Kondroik and 
Daret Garcia said they weren’t getting the 
COVID-19 vaccine, either.

In theory, not everyone needs to get 

Tenants
from page 13

we’re talking $115,000 for me to even 
get into a building. I’m taking money out 
of my retirement account. I wasn’t re-
ally ready to do all of this right at the 
moment, but if I don’t want to lose my 
business, I really don’t have a choice if I 
want to stay in Middleburg.”

Tinney estimates that with all ex-
penses accounted for, the move will 
cost his business about $140,000.

Tinney opened Masseology in 2018. 
Other establishments are more tenured. 
One friend of Tinney’s cuts hair at Pro-
Cuts and has been there for 21 years. 

“I feel bad for the families and kids 

who rely on these businesses to survive,” 
he said. “In the middle of a pandemic, 
I think to put people out like that is just 
wrong.” 

“We certainly understand the disrup-
tion that is occurring and are working with 
the current tenants to assist them in the 
transition. We have given them a 90-day 
notice in accordance with their lease in 
order to allow them time to find another lo-
cation and to relocate,” said Peter Moberg, 
Associate Vice President of Marketing and 
Public Relations for HCA Healthcare.

Currently, the OPMC is evaluating plans 
for the development of a new care site that 
would be stood up at the strip mall location 
to better serve the healthcare needs of a 
growing community, according to Moberg.

Facebook question of the week

As COVID-19 supplies grow, will residents
change their minds about vaccinations?

With 62% of Clay County’s senior population vaccinated against COVID-19 and younger demo-
graphics in line for theirs, Clay Today asked its readers if those originally against the vaccine have 
changed their minds.

vaccinated against COVID-19 for the state 
and country to defeat it. Some aren’t vac-
cinated against Measles and yet, it’s not a 
problem that plagues the country because 
with 95% of the population vaccinated 
against it, the country has achieved herd 
immunity.

Scientists are still determining if herd 
immunity is the great savior against CO-
VID-19 and those that predict it might hap-
pen suggest at least 80% the population 
must be vaccinated.

The others that responded to Clay To-
day’s Facebook Question of the Week are 
the ones helping the state hit that 80% 
number.

“I received the Pfizer vaccine,” Joan 
Warren said. “I still don’t understand why 
the government keeps ahold of the admin-
istration process when doctors’ offices are 
ready, willing and able to give out vaccines. 
Clay County gave some doses to Family 
Care Partners and it was wonderful.”

Warren said they called when they had 
doses they needed to use and she went 
right to them to get a dose. She said more 
vaccines need to be sent to doctors’ offices 
and pharmacies.

Have you received the vaccine? Are you 
planning to get it? Has your mind changed 
one way or the other on it and why? Let us 
know by responding to last week’s question 
and keep an eye out for this week’s Face-
book Question of the Week on the official 
Clay Today Newspaper Facebook page.

CLAY COUNTY – Erik Williams is going 
back to the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee. Again.

The eighth grader at St. Johns Coun-
try Day School won the First Coast 
Spelling Bee Monday for the third con-
secutive year by correctly spelling the 
word “abience.”

This year’s competition was held vir-
tually. Williams defeated 13 other North 
Florida spellers. It took 39 rounds and 
more than three hours, but Williams 
finally prevailed after Manischa Wijay-
awardhana of Switzerland Point Middle 
School in St. Johnson County misspelled 
“laqueus,” which means band of nerve 

PHOTO COURTESY OF NEWS4JAX

Erik Williams won the First Coast Spelling 
Bee for the third consecutive year.

Williams wins third trip 
to National Spelling Bee 
by spelling ‘abience’

fibers in the brain.
Williams correctly spelled his Round 38 

word, “vervet,” which is a monkey native 
to Africa, then he won the competition by 
spelling “abience,” which means the with-
draw from a stimulus object or situation.

Wijayawardhana and Williams were 
given words from the 2021 Words of Cham-
pions workbook provided by the Spelling 
Bee during the first 37 rounds. Organizers 
then switched to words from the Merri-
am-Webster Unabridged Dictionary that 
weren’t on the prepared list.

Williams said “abience” was new to 
him.

“I have not heard that word before,” 
he said during his televised Zoom call on 
WJXT. “I used the definition and the useful 
information provided to figure it out.”

Williams won a spot in the National 
Spelling Bee a year ago, but the competi-
tion was canceled by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. This year’s finals will be held on 
July 8 at the ESPN Wide World of Sports at 
Walt Disney World.

“Last year, obviously, it got canceled. 
I’m really looking forward to being able to 
go there and, hopefully, represent every-
body really well,” he said.

Much like he did in his two previous 
First Coast wins, Williams remained stoic 
throughout the competition. Even when he 
was declared the winner, he barely smiled.

“It feels great. I worked really hard and 
I just love everybody that helped get me 
through this. My family helped me a lot to 
prepare,” Williams said.

“I practice a lot. I think I’m able to stay 
calm pretty well. It’s really important to 
not panic too much.”
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Safe Animal Shelter | 2913 County Road 220 Middleburg | 904-276-7233 
 Wednesday-Sunday 12pm-5pm | www.safeanimalshelter.com
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Snooki 
Greetings! my name is Snooki. Yes, I am beautiful, I know. but I am also 
shy at first,  once I get to know you I become a big cuddle bug though.  
My mom could no longer care for me so I am a bit confused. I make 
friends with dogs and cats as long as they aren’t super hyper. I like a quiet 
type of home and I would be best in a home with older children. I would 
love to meet you sometime! I am waiting for my fur ever family at Safe 
Animal Shelter

Hurley
This lowrider boy’s name is Hurley, he is 5 years old and a confident dog. 
A home with a yard for him to explore will be a dream come true for this 
guy. He is independent and with his short fur coat, he is very easy to care 
for.  He is very affectionate with people without being up in your face. 
Hurley would rather be in a single pet home and get all the attention and 
TREATS, but that is not a problem because he is all you will ever need. 
Will you be the awesome human that will give him his dream home and all 
the love he deserves?

Please know that the shelter requires a meet-n-greet with all members 
of the household for a fur-ever home compatibility encounter.

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

FLEMING ISLAND – The school district 
is looking to move forward to addressing 
maintenance of school sports facilities like 
football and baseball fields.

The school board and Superintendent 
David Broskie discussed this long-stand-
ing item during a regular school board 
workshop held last week and the super-
intendent spent a portion of the meeting 
explaining to the board the importance of 
the request for proposal associated with 
this sports facility item. He said this is the 
first time a request for proposal wasn’t ap-
proved by the school board and as a result, 
he’s unsure of where to go next.

The RFP in question is a $42,000 con-
tract with AGROW PRO Inc for “athletic 
field maintenance services.” The company 
was to be paid $42,000 to handle mainte-
nance of school sports fields and associ-
ated properties. The item was brought to 
the board during a workshop on Dec. 1 and 
brought up an official meeting on Dec. 10. 
Board members asked questions during the 
meeting and the district gave them more 
answers during its Dec. 15 workshop.

A motion to approve the AGROW PRO 
Inc. proposal was made during a Jan. 7 
board meeting, but nobody on the board 
seconded the motion so it died. The item 
has been dead on arrival since then, but 
Broskie is hoping to renew interest.

“It’s been three or four months now that 
we’ve been working on this one item to get 
approved,” Broskie said. “Florida Depart-

School board to consider athletic field maintenance, 
use of cellphones at its next meeting on April 1

The school board will discuss its cell phone use in school policy, a policy that hasn’t seen much 
change in a while, for all grade levels.

ment of Education rule 6A 2.0010 states 
that all educational facilities and ancillary 
facilities...will comply with state require-
ments for educational facilities and within 
that...Chapter 5 says that athletic fields, 
when provided, shall be maintained in a 
safe and acceptable position for their func-
tions.”

“We have an obligation to maintain 
these fields,” he continued. “This is a ser-
vice that needs to be provided in order to 
provide athletic fields to our students. We 
don’t have anybody in this house that can 
do that particular job, but the state rule 
says that we must do this job.”

Broskie said the $42,000 proposal is 
a pittance compared to other counties. 

He said Lake County’s school district is a 
“tad bigger” than Clay County’s and it pays 
$400,000 for similar service.

Coordinator of District Athletics John 
Sgromolo said it’s bigger than just athletics 
as the same fields used for football, for ex-
ample, are used for things like graduation, 
ROTC competitions, band competitions and 
more.

Sgromolo said there are additional 
expenditures related to the maintenance 
cost, but that the district only needs to pay 
the $42,000 because the rest of the cost is 
funded by internal revenue such as sport 
game ticket sales. The board will discuss 
the item during its April 1 meeting.

The board will also discuss cell phone 

use in school policies. The district re-
cently spoke to elementary administra-
tors and secondary level administrators 
in Clay County to gauge their feelings on 
cell phone use in school. All 25 elementary 
principals said they want cell phones pow-
ered off during an instructional day and 
Broskie said with universal support like 
that, he’s comfortable recommending that 
policy to the board.

“When we asked secondary administra-
tors, some responded one way and others a 
different way,” Broskie said. “Thirteen said 
they had a workable policy for when they 
could or couldn’t use them and seven said 
cell phones should be totally off.”

He said there’s a language suggestion 
that it be treated as a privilege and that 
students may use cell phones when in-
structed by a teacher.

“My recommendation or belief is that 
the people at the school level actually 
implementing it should have a great say,” 
Broskie said. “Some believe it should be 
more stringent and some take the view that 
the world has changed dramatically since 
the days we were in school.”

School board attorney Bruce Bickner 
suggested the wording be kept broad and 
created in collaboration with the admin-
istrator for the same reason Broskie sug-
gested the decision be up to those that 
would actually be implementing the policy.

The school board will discuss cell 
phones, sports maintenance and more at 
its upcoming meeting on Thursday, April 1, 
at 6 p.m. in the Teacher In-Service Training 
Center at Fleming Island High.

 

Bourré appointed to Florida 
Building Commission
CLAY COUNTY – Michael Bourré, founder 
and president of Bourré Construction 
Group on Fleming Island has been appoint-
ed to the Florida Building Commission by 
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis. He is one 
of six new members of the commission re-
cently appointed by the governor.

Bourré will serve as vice chair of the 
Florida Building Commission. He also will 

serve as chairman of 
the Florida Building 
Commission’s Educa-
tion Program Over-
sight Committee be-
ginning in April 2021.

Founded in the 
Jacksonville area in 
2005, Bourré’s com-
pany specializes in 
both high-end resi-

dential and commercial construction proj-
ects throughout the State of Florida. He is 
the immediate past president of the Florida 
Home Builders Association and has served 
as an executive board member since 2011.

Bourré has also served on the Clay 
County Planning Commission since 2013. 
A veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, he 
earned a degree in Construction Manage-
ment from the University of Florida in 
Gainesville.

“I appreciate this opportunity to serve 
as an advocate for the Florida construction 
industry and look forward to working with 
fellow commission members to support 
high standard building practices state-
wide.” Bourré said. The Florida Building 
Commission is a state government agency 
responsible for developing and updating 
the Florida Building Code to ensure safe 
and consistent building practices through-
out the State of Florida.

Michael Bourre
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 DELUXE

© 2016 Culver Franchising System, Inc. 12/16 
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The Culver’s Deluxe ButterBurger®

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

Based on purchase at regular menu price. Please no substitutions. 
Not valid with any other offer. Value 1/200 cent. Limit one coupon per 
person per visit. Valid only at participating Culver’s® restaurants.

Culver’s of Middleburg
1767 Blanding Blvd
Middleburg, FL 32068
(904) 203-2071

718-01/20

Electronic versions of this coupon are not accepted.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL CULVER’S RESTAURANT:
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(904) 214-3747
2747 Blanding Blvd.
Middleburg, FL
(Across from VyStar)

Mon-Fri 9am - 6pm
FREE DELIVERY AND ANTIBIOTICS

We Accept All Major Insurances

Get covered.
No questions asked.*

The Agency for

Alliance & Associates
904-570-4671

Sunsure Insurance 
904-862-2660

STORY AND PHOTO SUBMITTED BY CYNDI CREASY

Ruth Odom “Always 39” celebrates 101st birthday
My grandmother, Ruth Odom, honored the world with her presence, her love, kindness, honesty and upmost values. 
Just as our loving great grandma Autry Ball did for 104 years, such big shoes to fill but Mama you have done it with 
such grace. 

In her 101 years of life, she has accomplished so much. For almost 40 years she was a court reporter, she re-
cently sold her personal office in the BlackStone Building, she continues making great decisions in her investment, 
real happy when the stock market is up, she continues with a few of her properties that Nana once said would be 
big one day...and I do think she was right, thanks to Brennonfeild. 

Every Thursday you can catch Mamma up and dressed to impress for her Bridge and Circle Friends, they have 
played together for years. Up until the past few years Mama loved to keep her yard beautiful with lots of flowers, she 
loved to pull weeds and keep the property  to what we all know our Nana Ball’s expectations. With the helping 
hands of her daughter Autrey and son in law Rodger, her granddaughter Lynda and life-long friend Angela, the four 
of them help her continue to keep her special touches of her beautiful yard, hosting and serving her friends, as they 
play and laugh, and splurge on coffee and dessert. with coins on the table, “Big Money”, they all leave happy from 
Mama’s home.
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2021 Membership Rotary Club of Orange Park
Kyle Abshire, Gerald Agresti, John Arnold, Lisa Ashworth, Selena Barbieri, Lillian Bell, Wayne Bolla, Cindy Bosnyak, Robert Brown, Tom Brown, Makayla Buchanan, William Byrns,  
Jon Cantrell, Bob Cowie, James Cribb, Jon Dearolf, Charles Dellinger, Jane DiLoreto, Shirley Dyson, David Faraldo, Shelley Howells Farmer, Mary Virginia Fisher, Mary Fortson, Holly Fulton,  
Mike Joseph Glickman, William Hammock, Bob Harrington, Teresa Harrington, Geraldine Hartin, R. Patrick Hayle, Howard W. Henderson, Nicole Hepler, Terry Hicks, Don Holcombe,  
Patti Holcombe, Tiffany Howard, Garland Hudson, William Hudson, Kayla Hyseni, Phillip Irish, William Jameson, William Johnson, James Kaelin, Janice Kerekes, Richard Keyworth,  
Larry Klaybor, John Jr. Linge, Cristina Luciano, Kay Lynch, Carlyle Martin, Roland Mastandrea, Curtis McClees, Michelle McLeod, Frank Meininger, David Mosborg, Philip Murphey,  
Larry Nichols, William Jr. Nipper, Ureka Nogales, Bo Norton, Pat Partridge, John Peden, Dan Powers, Jim Renninger, Michele Riley, E Vaughan Rivers, Ginger Rivers, Gerald Roberts,  
Steven Rodesney, Mike Rubel, Jack Jr. Scorby, W. Ashton Scott, Ed Sellars, Destani Shadrick, Kenneth Smallwood, Carol Studdard, David Tarkington, Gi Teevan, Constance Thomas, Sheryl Timm, 
Caroline Tingle, John Tolson, Tracy Underwood, Helen Williford, Pamela Wolbert, Jake Young, Kirk Young.

ROTARY  CLUB  OF  ORANGE  PARK  UNITES  DEDICATED  PROFESSIONALS  IN  CLAY  COUNTY  BY

CREATING  OPPORTUNIT IES  THAT  STRENGTHEN  THEIR  LEADERSHIP ,  HELP  PUT  SERVICE  IDEAS  

INTO  ACTION ,  AND  IMPROVE  THE  L IVES  OF  THOSE  IN  NEED .

FOR  I NQU IR IES ,  PLEASE  EMAI L  MEMBERSH IP@GMAIL .COM

LISA  ASHWORTH

COMMUNITY  F IRST

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

NICOLE  HEPLER

SOUTH  STATE  BANK

ANDREW  CARTER

CLAY  TODAY

T I FFANY  HOWARD

FL  REAL  ESTATE

ENDEAVORS

JOHN  L INGE JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

MICHELE  R I LEY

CENTERSTATE  BANK

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

L I SA  ASHWORTH

COMMUNITY  F IRST

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

G I  TEEVAN

PROD IG I  EVENTS

PAM  WOLBERT

PARK  AVENUE

FLOR IST

L I SA  ASHWORTH

COMMUNITY  F IRST

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

ANDREW  CARTER

CLAY  TODAY

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

ROTARY  CLUB  OF  ORANGE  PARK  UNITES  DEDICATED  PROFESSIONALS  IN  CLAY  COUNTY  BY

CREATING  OPPORTUNIT IES  THAT  STRENGTHEN  THEIR  LEADERSHIP ,  HELP  PUT  SERVICE  IDEAS  

INTO  ACTION ,  AND  IMPROVE  THE  L IVES  OF  THOSE  IN  NEED .

FOR  I NQU IR IES ,  PLEASE  EMAI L  MEMBERSH IP@GMAIL .COM

LISA  ASHWORTH

COMMUNITY  F IRST

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

NICOLE  HEPLER

SOUTH  STATE  BANK

ANDREW  CARTER

CLAY  TODAY

T I FFANY  HOWARD

FL  REAL  ESTATE

ENDEAVORS

JOHN  L INGE JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

MICHELE  R I LEY

CENTERSTATE  BANK

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

L I SA  ASHWORTH

COMMUNITY  F IRST

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

G I  TEEVAN

PROD IG I  EVENTS

PAM  WOLBERT

PARK  AVENUE

FLOR IST

L I SA  ASHWORTH

COMMUNITY  F IRST

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

ANDREW  CARTER

CLAY  TODAY

JON  CANTRELL

CLAY  TODAY

Pam Wolbert
Owner

Park Ave.
Florist

Kirk Young, MS, DDS
Orange Park
Periodontist

Gi Teevan
ProdiGI

Event Planning

Curtis McClees
Winning  

Concepts, Inc.

Michele Riley
AVP - Branch Mgr
CenterState Bank

Ken Smallwood
Challenger

Center

Tracy Underwood
Palagio Senior 

Living

Vaughn Rivers
E. Vaughn Rivers

Construction

Dave Faraldo
President - Rotary

Club of OP

Jane DiLoreto
Coldwell Banker
Vanguard Realty

Teresa Harrington
Harrington  & 

Associates

Mike Glickman
General Manager
Achieve Fitness

Lisa Ashworth
Commercial Relationship 

MGR - Community First CU

Jon Cantrell
Publisher 

Clay Today

Wayne Bolla
Board of County

Commission

Geraldine Hartin
Hamilton 

& Hartin PA

Patrick Hayle
Mercy Support

Services

Terry Hicks 
GM- Office Max/

Office Depot

Nicole Hepler
Mortgage Officer - 
South State Bank

Kayla Hyseni
H&J Royal

Hair Design

John Linge
Wealth Enhancement 

Group

Tiffany Howard
Broker

Florida Real
Estate Endeavors

FOR INQUIRIES, PLEASE EMAIL ORANGEPARKROTARY2020@GMAIL.COM

A fundraiser to benefit:

$50 per ticket
OR

$100 for 3 tickets

Gold Sponsor
$500

18 tickets

Platinum Sponsor
$1000

40 tickets

3 WAYS TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

#RotaryDineAround.com - Fundraiser
2020 was a hard year for all, especially our local chari-
table organizations and restaurants. Together we have 
teamed up to support each other. 
Proceeds to benefit local non-profits.

of Orange Park
High School

Winnings

Dine Around Town Elite
Dinner to 12 fine dining restaurants

Valued at $3000

Dine Around Town Gold Package
Dinner at select restaurants

Valued at $2000

Dine Around Town Silver Package
Dinner at select restaurants

Valued at $1000

Ticket sales to begin 1st week of April. Drawing to take place June 1st.
Buy Tickets at RotaryDineAround.com

Perry said. “It was going to be beautiful. 
All of these big things were getting done. 
They were about to start the drywall and 
air conditioning. We were all out here on 
Wednesday. All of a sudden the fire breaks 
out and it’s gone.”

For now.
There were no injuries reported. Perry 

also said the church was fully insured.
“We will start from scratch,” he said. 

“We will rebuild.”
The only wood inside the church were 

the rafters and the choir stand, and yet 
every portion of the building was de-
stroyed by the blaze. Unopened boxes of 
roofing shingles were reduced to charcoal 
along the front porch; insulation squares 
were stacked in blackened decay.

“There wasn’t anything in there [that 
was flammable],” Perry said. “How can 
the church be on fire? How in the world 
can a building burn like this?”

Perry said investigators asked church 
officials and parishioners if they “know 
anybody who had a problem with us?” 
Perry said he didn’t.

“We are part of this community,” he 
said. “When someone needs something, 
we reach out to them. This is the commu-
nity we serve. I can’t imagine anyone who 
would do something like this.”

The community now will play an im-
portant role is rebuilding the church.

The group in the parking lot after the 
fire was proof flames won’t diminish the 
faith and resolve at the iconic church.

“This won’t stop us,” Perry said. “We 
will be back.” 

Fire
from page 6

STAFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE

Renovations were 80% completed when the 
fire ripped through the iconic church. The 
building was insured and will be rebuilt.
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Police Briefs

Michael Chope

Explosive materials also recovered at Keystone Heights drug lab

Cody Clifford

Clay High janitor sentenced 
to 20 years for recording girls 
inside locker room

JACKSONVILLE – U.S. District 
Judge  Brian J. Davis has  sentenced  Ja-
son Brian Goff, 45, of Starke, to 20 years 
in federal prison for the attempted use of 
children to produce sexually explicit vid-
eos. Goff was also ordered to serve a 10-
year term of supervised release and to reg-
ister as a sex offender. Goff was arrested 
on Sept. 13, 2019, and has been detained 
since.

Goff pleaded guilty on Sept. 25, 2020.
According to court documents, in Au-

gust 2019, two 14-year-old Clay High 
School students reported seeing what they 
believed was a camera lens, concealed 
within a locked gym locker, in the Clay High 
School girls’ locker room. When school ad-
ministrators opened the locker, they dis-
covered a cellphone taped to the inside 
wall of the locker with the lens pointed out 
of a prefabricated hole.

A forensic analysis of the phone re-
vealed a 30-minute video which had been 

filmed from a window looking into the 
locker room where female students were 
captured and recorded changing clothes. 
At the end of the video, the phone had been 
panned down to show the identification 
badge of Goff, a custodian at the school.

Homeland Security Investigations and 
the Clay County Sheriff’s Office arrested 
Goff on Sept. 13, 2019. Goff later admitted 
that he had tried filming girls in the locker 
room at least three times, from different 
vantage points.

Forensic analyses of other electronic 
devices belonging to Goff revealed addi-
tional images from the girls’ high school 
locker room, and a collection of child ex-
ploitation materials, to include a video and 
images of adults sexually abusing children 
of various ages, including images of in-
fants.

“It is beyond reprehensible that this 
predator used his position of trust as a 
school employee to sexually exploit chil-
dren,” said HSI Jacksonville Assistant 
Special Agent in Charge K. Jim Phillips. 
“Thanks to HSI special agents and the Clay 

County Sheriff’s Office, he will be held ac-
countable for his crimes.”

This case was investigated by the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office and Homeland Se-
curity Investigations,  with the full coop-
eration of the Clay County School Board 
and Clay High Administrators. It was pros-
ecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Kelly S. 
Karase.

This is another case brought as part of 
Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide ini-
tiative launched in May 2006 by the De-
partment of Justice to combat the growing 
epidemic of child sexual exploitation and 
abuse. Led by the United States Attorneys’ 
Offices and the Criminal Division’s Child 
Exploitation and Obscenity Section, Proj-
ect Safe Childhood marshals federal, state, 
and local resources to locate, apprehend, 
and prosecute individuals who sexually 
exploit children, and to identify and res-
cue victims. For more information about 
Project Safe Childhood, please visit www.
justice.gov/psc.

Man gets 60 years for producing 
child pornography materials

JACKSONVILLE – U.S. District 
Judge Brian J. Davis today sentenced Mi-
chael Glenn Chope, 57, of Orange Park, 
to  60  years in federal prison for using a 
minor child to pro-
duce sexually ex-
plicit images. Chope 
was arrested on April 
3, 2019, and was 
ordered detained 
throughout the pro-
ceedings in this case.  

Chope had plead-
ed guilty on May 28, 
2020, to two counts 
of production of child 
exploitation materials.

According to court documents, on March 
13, 2019, detectives from the Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office met with Chope in relation 

SEE POLICE, 19

By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office, Department of Homeland 
Investigations and 
Drug Enforcement 
Agency provided more 
details on a recent 
drug bust in Keystone 
Heights.

Cody Michael Clif-
ford, 40, of Keystone 
Heights, was jailed 
March 19 on charges 
of cultivating mari-
juana, possession of 
dimethyltryptamine, LSD, marijuana and 
drug paraphernalia after the Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office came to the house after 
members of HSI seized two parcels con-
taining Mescaline Clifford ordered from 

Peru. Clifford agreed to have his home 
and car searched, according to the arrest 
report, and deputies found more than 75 
grams of dimethyltryptamine, marijuana 
hash, Harmala powder, seven marijuana 
plants, five handguns, two rifles and shot-
gun and an assortment of chemicals used 
to manufacturer narcotics.

CCSO Sheriff Michelle Cook said Clif-
ford is suspected of running a DMT extrac-
tion lab.

“DMT labs are very rare and danger-
ous. They can be dangerous to those who 
are producing the drug, the community 
and for our investigating officers and de-
tectives,” Cook said.

In a joint news conference on Monday, 
Cook said agents also found bomb-making 
materials, as well as more than 2,000 
rounds of ammunition in a shed behind a 
home in the Deer Springs Road area.

“[The material was] steel cylinders, he 
had the wicks, gunpowder, it was all mate-
rial that he was preparing to make explo-
sive devices,” said DEA Assistant Special 
Agent in Charge Mike Dubet.

The DEA said there was enough explo-
sive material to build eight grenades.

Cook said the chemicals and weapons 
created a danger to law enforcement and 
the neighborhood.

“Any time you walk into a clandestine 
lab making drugs and explosives, there’s a 
danger,” she said.

Children at the residence were taken by 
the Department of Children and Families, 
Cook said.

Clifford posted a $115,014 bond and 
was released from the Clay County Jail. 
He’s due back in court on April 20.

ARRESTS & BOOKINGS 

Due to space limitatons this week, 
the Arrests & Bookings will be 

online at claytodayonline.com 

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office provided photos of the drug extraction lab and firearms recovered in Keystone Heights. Agents also found 
enough bomb-making materials to make eight grenades.
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CRIME DOESN’T PAY, BUT WE DO!

Rewards Up To $3,000
REMAIN ANONYMOUS

Call Toll Free:

1-866-845-TIPS (8477)
Submit a tip online:
www.fccrimestoppers.com
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to their investigation into a tip received 
by the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. Chope confirmed that 
his email address and telephone number 
were the same ones identified during the 
investigation and stated that he was sole 
user of his electronics and computers. He 
also admitted to viewing and possessing 
child exploitation materials, including on 
devices in his residence. Detectives seized 
several electronic devices from Chope’s 
home that were later found to contain nu-
merous images produced by Chope. These 
images depicted Chope’s sexual abuse and 
molestation of a young child to whom he 
had access. Further investigation by the 
Clay County Sheriff’s Office and Home-
land Security Investigations resulted in 
federal charges against Chope. Following 
the Clay County Sheriff’s Office’s contact 
with Chope, he became a fugitive and was 
later arrested on April 3, 2019, in Rowlett, 
Texas.

“[Homeland Security Investigations] 
special agents are committed to finding 
and putting away those who prey on the 
innocent,” said HSI Jacksonville Assistant 
Special Agent in Charge K. Jim Phillips. 
“Working alongside our law enforcement 
partners, we will do everything we can to 
protect children by stopping child preda-
tors like this and putting them behind bars 
for the rest of their lives.”

The case was investigated by the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office and Homeland Se-
curity Investigations. It was prosecuted by 
Assistant U.S. Attorneys  Ashley Washing-
ton and Kelly Karase.

Orange Park man sentenced to 
10 years for enticing child for 
sex

JACKSONVILLE – U.S. District 
Judge Brian J. Davis has sentenced Justin 
Latronica, 31, of Orange Park, to 10 years 
in federal prison for attempting to entice 
a child younger than 16 to engage in sex-
ual activity. Latronica was also ordered to 
serve a 10-year term of supervised release 
and register as a sex offender following his 
release from prison.

Latronica was arrested on Jan. 25, 
2020, and was ordered detained through-
out the proceedings in this case. He plead-
ed guilty on Dec. 17, 2020.

According to court documents,  in the 
early morning hours of Jan. 25, Latronica 
began chatting online with an undercover 
law enforcement officer who had assumed 
the persona of a 14-year-old boy. After 
learning the age of the “child,” Latronica 
invited the boy to “car play,” and to “kiss 
and see where it goes.” Latronica offered 
to come pick up the “child” and to engage 
in oral sex with the “child.” Latronica sug-
gested the child wear “basket ball [sic] 
shorts or loose sweat pants.” Latronica 
traveled to what he believed was the home 
of the 14-year-old boy just before 2 a.m. 
for the planned sexual encounter.

“This child predator thought he was 

Police
from page 18

going to prey on our communities most 
vulnerable – instead he came face-to-face 
with law enforcement,” said Homeland 
Security Investigations Jacksonville Assis-
tant Special Agent in Charge K. Jim Phil-
lips. “Thanks to the dedicated investigators 
with HSI, the Clay County Sherriff’s Office, 
the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office and 
Naval Criminal Investigative Service this 
predator will learn his lesson behind bars.”

The case was investigated by the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office, the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service, Homeland Security 
Investigations, and  the St. Johns County 
Sheriff’s Office. It was prosecuted by As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Kelly S. Karase.

It was another case brought as part of 
Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide ini-
tiative launched in May 2006 by the De-
partment of Justice to combat the growing 
epidemic of child sexual exploitation and 
abuse.  Led by the United States Attorneys’ 
Offices and the Criminal Division’s Child 
Exploitation and Obscenity Section, Proj-
ect Safe Childhood marshals federal, state, 
and local resources to locate, apprehend, 
and prosecute individuals who sexually 
exploit children, and to identify and res-
cue victims. For more information about 
Project Safe Childhood, please visit www.
justice.gov/psc.

Man returned to Clay to face 
charges for 2018 jewelry store 
robbery on Fleming Island

CLAY COUNTY – A man wanted for a 
2018 jewelry store robbery was returned 
to the county from the Duval County jail on 
March 24.

Andre Nigel VanDyke, 45, of Palm Coast, 
had been in jail in Jacksonville since 2018 
after being charged with similar robberies.

Now that he’s back in Clay County, 
VanDyke will answer 
charges that he and 
an accomplice stole 
$200,000 worth of 
jewelry on June 9, 
2019, from Kay Jew-
elers at 1524 County 
Road 220 on Flem-
ing Island. He’s been 
charged with armed 
robbery and posses-
sion of a firearm by a 
convicted felon.

According to the arrest warrant, they 
pair entered the store and ordered two 
employees to the floor after getting keys to 
the jewelry cabinets.

The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office’s 
SWAT team raided a home five days later 
as part of an investigation to other rob-
beries. Once they were inside the home, 
they found 129 pieces of jewelry – many 
that matched pieces which were stolen on 
Fleming Island.

VanDyke is being held without bond.

CCSO uncovers cocaine, pot 
following short foot chase in 
Orange Park

ORANGE PARK – A Jacksonville man 
was arrested after he tried to run from a 
Clay County Sheriff’s Office deputy follow-

ing a traffic stop on Eldridge Avenue.
Deano Anthon Eliam Jr., 31, was 

charged on March 25 with tampering with 
evidence, possession of cocaine with intent 
to distribute, possession of marijuana and 
resisting arrest.

According to CCSO, a car driven by a 
woman was stopped for an expired tag. 
The deputy learned Eliam had an outstand-
ing warrant in Jack-
sonville for violation 
of his probation for 
carrying a concealed 
weapon. When he 
was ordered from the 
passenger seat, he 
started running.

While he was run-
ning, the deputy said 
he threw two plastic 
bags from his right-
front pocket. One bag contained cocaine; 
the other had marijuana.

Eliam gave up following a short chase, 
CCSO said.

Eliam’s bond was set at $56,010.

Convicted felon caught with 
handgun, drugs during traffic 
stop for tinted windows

ORANGE PARK – A traffic stop for 
tinted windows evolved into the arrest of 
a 20-year-old Middleburg man for posses-
sion of a firearm by a convicted felon, co-
caine, Xanax, heroin, marijuana and mush-
rooms on March 26.

Hunter Aubrey Ryan Cornett was taken 
to the Clay County Jail after a Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office K-9 alerted deputies of the 
likely presence of drugs inside a car that 
was pulled over after the driver failed to 
come to a complete stop after leaving a 
barber shop on Blanding Boulevard. Depu-

ties also said the 
front windows were 
illegally tinted.

Deputies found 
marijuana in the 
glove box and the 
other drugs and a 
handgun in the trunk 
of the car.

Cornett’s bond 
was set at $90,015.

Man arrested for slipping pill 
into woman’s drink at local bar

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – A man was 
arrested after surveillance video showed 
him slipping a blue pill into a woman’s 
beer.

Robert Alton Welch, 48, of Green Cove 
Springs, was charged on March 26 with 
tampering with a commercial product 
without regard for possible bodily injury 
or death after a woman said she noticed 
a lot of foam inside her beer bottle after 
she returned to a local bar after walking 
her dog. She looked in the bottle and saw 
a partially dissolved pill, according to the 
arrest report.

The bar’s video system recorded Welch 
pulling something from his pocket and 
placing it inside her beer bottle. The video 
also showed him shaking the beer a couple 
times. Welch claimed the substance was 
Vitamin B-12.

The victim said she twice had beers 
with Welch in previous weeks, and both 
times she blacked out and couldn’t remem-
ber what happened.

Welch’s bond was set at $50,003.

Andre Van Dyke

Deano Eliam

Hunter Cornett
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 CLAY COUNTY’S ONLY FABRIC STORE  CLAY COUNTY’S ONLY FABRIC STORE 

904-282-3229 • 2494 Blanding Blvd. Suite 10, Middleburg 

Manufacture Prices Manufacture Prices (Excludes Silks and Vinyls)(Excludes Silks and Vinyls)

ALL IN-STOREALL IN-STORE
FABRICSFABRICS

50% OFF50% OFF
DEBBIE’SDEBBIE’S

DECORATIVE FABRICSDECORATIVE FABRICS  
Custom Upholstery Workmanship at Reasonable RatesCustom Upholstery Workmanship at Reasonable Rates

ClayTodayOnline.com/BestOfClay

4 Best Nursing School
4 Best Place to Work
4 Best Healthcare Career College

Please VOTE
For Us

(904) 531-9315(904) 531-9315
3293 US HWY 17 • Green Cove Springs

SAUCES, RUBS, SEASONINGS, CHARCOAL, PELLETS & MORE!SAUCES, RUBS, SEASONINGS, CHARCOAL, PELLETS & MORE!

GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING
Sat. May 1stSat. May 1st

WIN AWIN A
$1,000 GRILL$1,000 GRILL

11:00AM-7:00PM (Mon-Sat)
12:00PM- 6:00PM (Sun)

For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com

11:00AM-7:00PM (Mon-Sat)
12:00PM- 6:00PM (Sun)

For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com

11:00AM-7:00PM (Mon-Sat)
12:00PM- 6:00PM (Sun)

For updates, visit www.orangeparkmall.com

Clay Humane urges families to reconsider 
before adopting a bunny this Easter
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – As Easter approaches, 
many youngsters beg their parents for pet 
rabbits for the holiday. While furry cotton-
tails are a traditional icon of Easter, Clay 
Humane, a nonprofit veterinary clinic in 
Orange Park, is making sure potential rab-
bit owners are prepared for their new furry 
friend.

“Many bunny rabbits are deserted and 
wind up in animal shelters after the holi-
day,” said Dr. Christian Broadhurst, senior 
staff veterinarian at Clay Humane. “While 
bunnies are cute and loveable, they are 
high upkeep pets and people often are 
weary of them because of all the attention 
and care they need.”

Rabbits require daily litter box main-
tenance and need daily exercise outside 
their crates. Bunnies have restrictive di-
ets of Timothy Hay and cleaned dark leafy 
green vegetables every day. Bunnies do not 
normally like being picked up and carried 
around by their owners. They also require 
routine visits to the veterinarian like other 
pets. Rabbits live to approximately 7 to 10 
years.

“Consider getting a stuffed rabbit and 
instructing your child about rabbit care 
before deciding to adopting a pet bunny,” 
said Broadhurst. “When you are prepared 
to adopt a pet rabbit, visit a local animal 
shelter or rescue group.”

Calendar of Events
ORANGE PARK ECONOMIC AND 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE: will meet April 1 at 4 p.m. 
at Town Council Meeting Chambers, 2042 
Park Ave.

CLAY COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD: will meet 
on April 1 at 6 p.m. at the District Multi-
Purpose Room, at Fleming Island High, 
2233 Village Square Pkwy., on Fleming 
Island.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open April 3 from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at 130 Kingsley Ave.

CLAY COUNTY FINANCE AND AUDIT 
COMMITTEE: will meet April 6 at 3 p.m. 
at the BCC Meeting Room, fourth floor of 
the Administration Building, 477 Houston 
St. in Green Cove Springs.

CLAY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
COMMITTEE: will meet April 1 at 10 a.m. 
at the Zoning Department Conference 
Room, third floor of Administration 
Building, 477, Houston St., in Green Cove 
Springs.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS: will meet April 
1 at the Montgomery Presbyterian 

Conference Center, 88 DE 75th St., Starke, 
at 7:30 a.m.

CLAY COUNTY AGRICULTURE FAIR: Is 
April 1-11, at the Clay County Fairgrounds, 
2497 State Highway 16, Green Cove 
Springs.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL: will 
meet on April 5 at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 321 
Walnut St.

CLAY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION: 
will meet April 6 at 7 p.m. at the BCC 
Meeting Room, fourth floor of the 
Administration Building, 477 Houston St. 
in Green Cove Springs.

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL: will 
meet on April 6 at 5:30 p.m. at Town 
Council Meeting Chambers, 2042 Park 
Ave.

ORANGE PARK WOMEN’S CLUB THRIFT 
STORE: is open April 10 from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at 130 Kingsley Ave.

ORANGE PARK PLANNING AND ZONING 
BOARD: will meet April 8 at 6 p.m. at 
Town Council Meeting Chambers, 2042 
Park Ave.
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1525 Kingsley Ave |  Orange Park, FL 32073 |  (904) 955-9488 |  www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com
Live the Good Life®

Grand OpeningGrand Opening

Assisted Living Facility 
License #13475

 Tuesday, April 27th, 2021 
3:30 pm until 6:30 pm

1525 Kingsley Avenue  •  Orange Park, Florida

Light hors d’oeuvres and cocktails served 
Tours and Entertainment provided 

Complimentary Valet Parking

RSVP Required due to limited seating and social distancing.  
hello@PalagioSeniorLiving.com or call 904-639-4700

at the Gazebo on the St. Johns River
Spring Park, Green Cove Springs

S�����
A���� 4
6:45 AM

Participation by: 
The Ministerial Alliance - Doug Matyi 

The City of Green Cove Springs
Special Guest Speaker & Praise & Worship 
provided by First Assembly of Clay County

First Coast Women’s Services Cheryl Gonzales

‘The Son of Man must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men, 

and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ 
- Luke 24:7

For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY – Clay County was selected 
to host five Sunshine State Games events 
in June.

The games, which started last week at 
Wesley Chapel and Polk County, tradition-
ally have been in Alachua and Polk coun-
ties since 1980, but this year organizers 
decided to move baton twirling, canoe/
kayak marathon, disc golf, pickleball and 
ultimate Frisbee competition to county fa-
cilities from June 11-13.

Baton twirling will be at Oakleaf High, 
while ultimate Frisbee will be staged at the 
Plantation Sports Complex on Fleming Is-

land. Kayaking will start at the Middleburg 
Boat Ramp, and disc golf and pickleball 
will be at Ronnie Van Zant Park at Lake 
Asbury near Green Cove Springs. All but 
canoe and kayaking, which is scheduled for 

June 12, are three-day events.
“Clay County is excited to serve as 

host of the Sunshine State Games and in-
troduce the participants, supporters, and 
fans of these sports to our area,” said Mike 
Cella, Chairman of the Clay County Board 
of County Commissioners. “We appreciate 
the Florida Sports Foundation’s support 
of our efforts to become more of a sports 
destination and look forward to a great 
weekend of competition that will be spread 
throughout our area.”

Other statewide events include judo, 
karate/katsu, table tennis, taekwondo, 
weightlifting, powerlifting, archery, bas-

ketball, fencing, swimming, synchronized 
swimming, tennis, track and field and flag 
football.

The games conclude on June 27.
The 36-hole disc golf courses at RVZ 

Park were designed and built by Clay Today 
Publisher Jon Cantrell.

“You do these things became you love 
to play the game,” Cantrell said. “The com-
munity enjoys it, too. We’ve got players 
who come from all over the world to play 
there.”

The first course opened in 2019 and the 
Rattlesnake Challenge course was added a 
few years later.

Clay to host five Sunshine State Games competitions in June
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Accept or Reject the Story

C.S. Lewis wrote in his book of essays 
“God in the Dock”; “What are we to make of 
Christ?’ There is no question of what we can 
make of Him, it is entirely a question of what 
He intends to make of us. You must accept or 
reject the story.” 

What is the story of Easter? As we ap-
proach this holiday that is so central to our 
faith, we should reflect on its true meaning. 
We can’t simply go through the motions of 
the season. The true story of Easter is mind-
blowing, transformative, and carries our en-
tire faith on its back. But we must choose to 
either accept or reject the story. 

Many struggle to accept the story of 
Easter because it tells of a man being raised 
from the dead. But we must remember that 
our faith is supernatural at its very core. We 
believe that God can do anything. We pro-
fess that He has done miraculous things in 
the world that no person could ever hope to 
accomplish.

Throughout His entire ministry, Jesus 
foretold that He would rise from the grave. 
Why, then, is it so challenging for some to 
believe? In 1 Corinthians 15:14, Paul writes, 
“If Christ has not been raised, then all our 
preaching is useless, and your faith is use-
less” (NLT). That is a strong statement, and 
it makes evident how essential the resurrec-
tion is to our faith.

Through the resurrection, Jesus has 
conquered death once and for all. When He 
returns, He will share that power with us. 
Then we will be free to live in the presence 
of God for all eternity.

Easter is all about the resurrection of 
Jesus. At its core, it is a story of hope. This 
truth is critical to understand because our 
world today desperately needs hope. Je-
sus Christ has defeated death, promising 
to share that same power with us upon His 
return. What greater news could we ever 
receive? 

My prayer is you will accept the story 
of Easter. Embrace the fullness of grace 
God gave to us through Jesus. Celebrate 
the resurrection and the wonderful truth 
that it brings. It will serve as the founda-
tion of transformation in your life and all 
those around you.  Write the Pastor billy@
firstagcc.org

Faith
Walk

by Pastor Billy  Register
First Assembly
Fleming Island

Fair
from page 1

the light at the end of the tunnel for Hyder 
and her dedicated group of volunteers.

The first roll of the Ferris wheel 
Thursday meant nearly two years of plan-
ning and disappointment finally were in 
the rearview mirror. It also means there 
are new challenges.

“My biggest concern if traffic, to be 
honest with you. When you have record 
crowds, traffic is a nightmare every 
night,” Hyder said. “Normally we have to 
worry about it just on weekends or if we 
have a big concert, but this year I think 
we’ll have big nights every night.

“Our fair keeps getting bigger and big-
ger, but our two-lane road [State Road 
16] has remained the same. There’s not 
much we can do about that. It’s a state 

road. [The state] is aware of it. We’re on 
their radar.”

Extra signage has been added along 
S.R. 16. Officials, however, are asking pa-
trons to use a little patience.

“The Clay County Fair always draws a 
large crowd and we expect this year to be 
no different,” Sheriff Michelle Cook said. 
“People are looking for opportunities to 
get out and have fun with their families, 
especially since many special events over 
the past year were cancelled. With the 
good weather that is forecasted, we ex-
pect to see a lot of people coming out.

“We have been working with fair offi-
cials and our partners at CCFR and Emer-
gency Management to develop traffic and 
safety plans. Our goal is to keep everyone 
safe and the traffic flowing. We ask that 
people be patient and kind to each other. 
We are looking forward to a great event.”

The 2019 fair attracted a record 
crowd of 135,000, and that came in 10 

days. The extra fair day, along with pent-
up anticipation and concert lineups that 
include 38 Special, Vanilla Ice, John Mi-
chael Montgomery, the Bellamy Broth-
ers, JJ Gray and Mofro, Scotty McCreery, 
Tag Team, Niko Moon and local favorites 
Curt Towne Band and Duval County Line, 
should result in record turnouts.

Three of the concerts – McCreery on 
April 3, Vanilla Ice on April 5 and Gray 
on April 6 – are sold out. There are a lim-
ited amount of premium and VIP seats re-
maining for the other shows.

One change that should reduce the 
amount of one-on-one contact will be 
the use of armbands for the midway. Pa-
trons can buy a band or download an app 
to gain admission for most of the rides. 
Patrons no longer have to buy separate 
tickets for each ride.

“Our motto is ‘What a Ride!’ It’s cer-
tainly been that,” Hyder said.

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

OAKLEAF – Shadreka Smith knew she 
wanted to be a school teacher as early as 
third grade, but what she didn’t know the 
desire would blossom into a career that’s 
led her to being a state finalist in a presti-
gious presidential competition.

Smith, a Discovery Oaks Elementary 
teacher, is representing Clay County as 
one of the state’s three science teacher fi-
nalists in the national Presidential Award 
for Excellence in Mathematics and Sci-
ence Teaching competition. She’ll receive 
a certificate from President Joe Biden if 
she wins, as well as a paid trip to Washing-
ton, D.C., for a teacher-related event and 
a $10,000 reward. “I remember getting the 
email that said I was a finalist,” Smith said. 
“I was on my lunch break here [Discovery] 
when I saw it. I read it and I just sat there, 
soaking it in. I had to let it marinate and I 
had to let myself feel everything in that mo-
ment. It was amazing, and then I finished 
my lunch break and went back to work.”

That’s the kind of teacher Smith is – 
she’ll receive some of the most amazing 
news a teacher can receive and then, when 
the clock strikes, she’s back in a class-
room, teaching students about science or 
language arts or math. Smith remembers 
wanting to be a teacher as early as third 
grade. It wasn’t for the reasons you’d ex-
pect though. She wanted to be a teacher to 
show future students teachers could be in-
fluential, even if hers weren’t. That changed 
when her family moved to Clay County. She 
learned first-hand there were great teach-
ers and that Clay County was full of them, 
something she proved to her all the way 
through graduation at Ridgeview High. This 
further inspired her to become a teacher, 
and so she did. She first served in the mili-
tary. Then she was a paraprofessional that 

helped in classrooms. She recalls teaching 
in a class at that time with a deaf and blind 
student. Despite challenges to communi-
cate, Smith felt a real connection with that 
student and they felt the same connection. 
The teacher encouraged Smith to pursue a 
formal career in teaching.

“You’ve got something special about 
you,” Smith recalls being told. “She saw 
something in me and encouraged me to go 
after it...so I did.”

With eight years of teaching behind her, 
Smith’s career as a teacher has reached 
new heights. She was nominated by a col-
league in the district for the award, specifi-
cally for science.

“I felt so honored,” Smith said. “It’s al-
ways rewarding when someone recognizes 
you in general, but to be recognized on that 
level, it felt amazing.”

This happened around the start of the 
school year in 2019. The competition is 
usually an annual one, but the length was 
extended as a result of COVID-19. After 
sending in an application, tons of paper-
work, video interviews and more, Smith 
became one of three science finalists in the 
state and now competing against the other 
science finalists in the country.

Smith teaches fourth, fifth and sixth 
grade English Language Arts ESE teacher 
at Discovery Oaks. She’s taught in standard 
classrooms before and she excelled there 
as well, but ESE is her calling right now, 
she feels. No matter who Smith is teaching, 
though, her methods are the same: make 
learning fun and create real relationships.

“It wasn’t until I got to Clay County 
as a student that I learned first-hand the 
power of a relationship between a student 
and their teacher,” Smith said. “I was en-
couraged here to try new things and was 
taught new ways to learn. Most important-
ly, I could feel that the teachers here really 
cared about me...and that stuck with me.”

Smith a finalist for presidential 
teaching award of excellence

Discovery Oaks Elementary teacher 
Shadreka Smith is a finalist for the 
national Presidential Award for Excellence 
in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
competition.

Smith makes sure her students know 
that she cares about them, too. One stu-
dent of Smith said science was never fun 
until she started teaching it. He couldn’t 
wait to get to Smith’s classroom because 
of how fun she made science.

“Every student is a learner, but 
they’re also an individual and they 
should be treated as such,” Smith said. 
“It’s about building a unique relationship 
with each student and showing them 
you’re there to help.”

She said since her family was in the 
military, they moved often and it gave 
her new perspective on people. She saw 
people of all races, of all ethnicities, 
of all walks of life. It’s this insight that 
helps her connect to anyone and every-
one she meets in a classroom.

The process for the final rounds of 
this presidential award is slow-going, 
much like anything else happening 
around COVID-19, and Smith might not 
learn more until as late as this August. 
It’s nerve wracking and exhilarating all 
the same. She’s honored to have made it 
this far and she can’t wait to learn more, 
but in the meantime, she’s just as happy 
to continue doing what she loves to do: 
teaching.
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By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – City and county 
dignitaries, veterans from all branches of 
the military and citizens of the local com-
munity were all on hand for the fourth iter-
ation of the Vietnam Veterans’ Recognition 
ceremony Saturday at the TAPS Memorial 
in Green Cove Springs. 

“This was really deserving to our veter-
ans,” said Green Cove councilwoman Con-
nie Butler. “It’s always an honor.”

The ceremony was about an hour long 
and included the unveiling of a new monu-
ment dedicated to the vision impaired 
who lost sight during combat. The memo-
rial features an inscription on the top in 
braille. 

Vietnam Veterans Recognition 
ceremony returns to TAPS Memorial

There also was a stirring rendition of 
“Old Glory” performed by Ret. Command 
Master Chief Mack Ellis, which brought 
tears to several guests. Simultaneously, 
members of the Clay County Public Safety 
Honor Guard unfolded, held aloft and re-
folded the U.S. Flag.

The Wiggins family was honored, and 
former School Board Commissioner Ann 
Wiggins spoke for her deceased husband, 
who served a 28-year career in the U.S. 
Air Force before dying at the age of 92. 

“It was very moving and I’m very grate-
ful thankful that they recognized him,” said 
Wiggins. “Even though they used his name 
today, it really was to honor all Vietnam 
Veterans.”

The keynote speaker was Ret. Col. Wil-
liam G. Byrns, who served a distinguished 

career as an Air Force pilot with thou-
sands of flight hours and 100s of combat 
missions. 

While serving in Vietnam, Byrns was 
shot down with only 10 days remaining un-
til his date estimated return from overseas 
service. He was held as a prisoner of war 
at the famed “Hanoi Hilton” for 10 months 
before being released.

“My ‘Freedom Day’ is actually tomor-
row, 48 years ago [March 28, 1973],” By-
rns said. “It’s when I got on the airplane 
from the airport in North Vietnam. It 
means a lot because it’s honoring the vet-
erans of Clay county and their sacrifices. 
They sacrificed a lot and their families sac-
rificed a lot.”

The recognition ceremony was can-
celed last year by the COVID-19 pandemic.

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRUCE HOPE

Former POW  William Byrns, left, , was a featured guest at the Vietnam Veterans Recognition at the Historical Triangle last Satruday 
March 27 in Green Cove Springs, while other veterans joined the event.

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRUCE HOPE

Ann Wiggins, above right, accepts flowers on behalf of her husband, who spent 28 years in the 
Air Force, while a bugler plays “Taps” and BCC Chariman Mike Cella speaks at ceremony.
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By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - In their own gym-
nasium and without a full lineup due to a 
rodeo injury, Keystone Heights High boys 
weightlifting coach Lantz Lowery was a bit 
sheepish after his boys weightlifting team 
took their second major weightlifting tro-
phy with a win at the Clay County Weight-
lifting Championships held on Wednesday. 

“We had some great lifts from guys who 
stepped up knowing the team was without 
some key guys,” said Lowery, with a coy 
smile. “Our depth is stronger than one guy 
winning a title. It was nice to see them 
compete hard as a team being a man or 
two down.”

Just two weeks prior, Keystone Heights 
battled to a top team tie with Pace High 

at the Suwannee High Bulldog Classic 
with just one individual champion; Ulysses 
Freed in the 139 pound division, but with a 
handful of Indians in the top � ve.

District Tournaments

District 2-3A: at Oakleaf High School, 
Thurs., April 1, First Lifts 11am (Fleming 
Island, Oakleaf, Bartram Trail, Buchholz, 
Creekside, Nease)

District 4-2A: at Ridgeview High School, 
Wed., March 31, First lifts 4:30 p.m. (Rid-
geview, Orange Park, Middleburg, Bishop 
Kenny, Raines, Yulee)

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - Staged on the brand 
new rubberized track at Orange Park 
High School, the Clay County High School 
Track and Field championships put area 

athletes on notice as possible state con-
tenders in less than a month with Fleming 
Island High taking both the boys and girls 
team titles, but not without company. 

Fueled by distance runner Emma 

Weightlifting 

Fleming Island High’s Will Stephens grimaces to � nish o�  clean and jerk in tight battle between 
Keystone Heights’s Colton Tibbetts in the 154 pound division at the Clay County Boys Weight-
lifting Championships. Stephens � nished second to Ridgeview’s A.J. Beaufort with Tibbetts 
third. Keystone Heights beat Fleming Island for the team title.

Keystone Heights 
lifters take second title

SEE LIFT, 32

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Middleburg High’s Maisy Campbell reacts after scoring go ahead run o�  walk-o�  single 
in bottom of the seventh inning by teammate Kaley Barnes beat Nease 3-2. See more 
softball on page 27.

Millson, Childs, Eason, Stratton 
highlight county track action

Ridgeview High high jumper Zoe Whaley stretches over bar in playo�  
jump o�  to win county title at the Clay County Track and Field 
Championships held Friday at Orange Park High School. 

SEE TRACK, 29
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By Ray Dimonda
Correspondent

LIVE OAK - In a game of innings of despair; 
two in general for both teams; Clay and 
Suwannee high schools on a hot Saturday 
afternoon in Live Oak, the Blue Devils, now 

15-2 with losses to Creekside and Bolles, 
prevailed after being down 9-0 to win a 
audacious 14-11 contest that could be a 
preview of future region playoffs.

“When it got to 8-0 from one terrible 
inning, I did not do my usually ranting and 

By Ray DiMonda
Correspondent

FLEMING ISLAND - The Middleburg High 
Bronco baseball team, continuing on their 
journey to get the total package sealed and 
delivered, traveled to Fleming Island Fri-
day night where the Golden Eagles were 
looking to turn their win tally to double-
digits. 

Out of the box, the Broncos Caleb 
Freytag was on first with a hard to handle 
grounder back to Golden Eagle Pitcher 
Isaac Williams. With no outs, Freytag was 
hoping the momentum would only build. 
Logan Baxley stepped into the office, took 
the signals and attempted a bunt to get 
Freytag into scoring position, but the ball 
popped up, making for an easy play for 
Fleming Island infielder Aiden Mastantuno 
to get the ball to second base, eliminating 
the lead runner. 

“Baseball is a game of inches” said 
Bronco Head Coach Daniel Pearce. “An 
inch here and an inch there and it’s a dif-
ferent ballgame. On the bunt, if the ball is 
an inch lower off the bat and has a lower 
trajectory, we have runners on first and 
second.” 

To this point, the Golden Eagles only 
dropped a single game two weeks ago and 
wanted to continue building momentum.

From there, Middleburg’s Clay Hendry 
was next up to try and salvage the runner 

still on, but grounded into a double play 
ending the Broncos opening offensive at-
tack. 

“Right now, it’s just putting it all togeth-
er. Defensively we played well. Our bats 
were cold tonight,” said Pearce. “One day 
our offense is there, one day our pitching 
is there, and one day one of them is not. 
When we put it both together and we find 
it, we click and we get in the groove, we’re 
going to be just fine.”

The Golden Eagles quickly had points 
on the board as Mastantuno smacked an 
RBI single to score Angelo Scionti, who 
nailed a triple to kick off the bottom of the 
first to go up 1-0. 

With two outs, Justin Lebesch got just 
what he was looking for from Bronco Pitch-
er Clay Hendry and took one out of the park 
in right field for a two-run home run put-
ting the Golden Eagles in front 3-0. The 
Broncos did not go away quietly, but could 
muster no more than a single score as the 
Broncos fell to the Golden Eagles 14-1 in 
five innings.

The Golden Eagles added another two 
in the bottom of the third with a Justin 
Lebesch RBI single to score Mastantuno, 
and a wild pitch steal to home by Marcus 
Murray, 5-0. 

“We’ve been due for a breakout game” 
said Golden Eagle Head Coach Grant Bigi-
lin. “We kept telling them trust in the ap-

Clay comeback a thing of beauty

Clay High batter Max Williams, here in game against St. Johns Country Day School, knocked a 
three run homer to power a 14-11 win over Suwannee High on Saturday. Williams hit two-run 
homer to defeat St. Johns earlier in the season.

raving, but let them know that this is the 
kind of game that you will remember for 
the rest of your life if you remain calm and 
let it play out,” said Persinger. “When it got 
to 9-0 off a homer, I almost choked on my 
spit the next inning, but then we got a few 
bounces and it was 9-5. From there, I think 
our mental focus changed to let’s just go 
home to hey, how about a great comeback 
win.”

Suwannee, ranked 39th in Florida, 
third in Class 4A and 219th nationally 
brought the farm (literally in Live Oak 
against the vaunted Blue Devil pitching 
staff with coach Josh Persinger not finding 
an answer the Bulldog lumber until late in 
the contest. 

“Little things that got bigger, field er-
rors, hitting guys with pitches, and them 
knocking the snot out of the ball, that’s all 
it was,” said Persinger. “We knew we were 
a better team to ourselves and that, with 
some luck, we could turn it around.”

In the sixth, with Clay rocked by an 
eight inning fourth, the Suwannee hitter 
Josh Fernald smashed Brandon Adams to 
the yard to go up 9-0.

“They were hitting everything,” said 
Persinger. “We put Steven (Reiss) in and 
got some control.”

The ball started rolling for Clay; more 
flying, with Dylan Green doubling, Logan 
Wilson doubling, a walk, two singles, a 

walk, a single to Blake Parker to 9-4, then 
a double from Max Williams to score the 
game 9-6 as the Blue Devil dugout started 
to vibrate with energy. Wilson would dou-
ble on his return trip to the batter’s box to 
9-8 Wyatt Root singling to shake the Earth. 
Reiss would fly out, but the shift in momen-
tum was real.

“That’s when you could see the tiger in 
the eyes as the song goes,” said Persinger. 

Suwannee tried to stem the wave with 
another homer; a solo shot, but Reiss pre-
vailed to end the inning.

Two singles, two walks and an error 
tied the game at 10-10 before Root singled 
to score Long and put Clay up 11-10.

“They were not backing down; it was 
their home turf,” said Persinger. “We had 
to keep focused and disciplined not to let 
the game slip away.”

In the seventh, M Barrett reached on a 
dropped third strike error, but Alec Burke 
whiffed to simmer the energy, but Parker 
crushed a double to right field in front of a 
Richard Long single to put two runners in 
play. Up next, Max Williams, who smashed 
a two run homer to defeat St. Johns Coun-
try Day School, calmly blasted his second 
RBI Dinger Buzzer Beater to give Clay one 
more inning to secure the win.

Suwannee, again, roared with a double 
after two ground outs, but a strikeout end-
ed the game.

Broncos on mission to finish strong

FIHS: 13-1 with back-to-back 
wins over Bishop Kenny

proach and the swings; they’ll fall. Tonight, 
they finally fell through.” 

The Broncos would not roll over and 
kept on chopping away, finally breaking 
through in the top of the fourth when Jacob 
Baxley dinked a single with no outs, then 
made the trip around the bases compli-
ments of an Hendry RBI double to keep the 
Broncos from getting blanked. The Bron-
cos loaded the bases, only to leave them 
abandoned with nothing else to write home 
about. 

“It could have been a different game” 
said Pearce. “We had the bases loaded. A 
base knock and we’re in a 5-3 ballgame.” 

Then the Golden Eagles came to bat 
and shut the lights out, pouring on nine SEE EAGLES,  27

more runs for the 14-1 tally. The Broncos 
had one last effort to get the needed five 
runs to keep the game alive, but the three 
up, three out top of the inning would end 
the event in five innings. “We had one bad 
inning tonight. I told those guys they’ve 
been solid for me all year. They had a bad 
night. I told them to be ready next week, 
they’re going to have another opportunity. 
I have confidence in my guys, they’re going 
to bounce back and we’ll be ready to play 
baseball.”

Note: Over the weekend, Fleming Is-
land punched up with two wins over Bishop 

Fleming Island batter Aiden Mastantuno gets greeting from teammates after run scoring 
single against Middleburg. 
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Eagles
from page 26

Kenny; one a 5-0 Saturday afternoon game 
at Fleming Island with Dylan Dudones on 
the mound and Drew Homitz with a double 
to start off a four-run fourth inning with 
run scoring singles from Caleb Simmons 
and Jacob Broussard. On Monday, Fleming 
Island won an 8-2 rematch game at Bishop 
Kenny. 

Clay comeback a thing of beauty

By Ray Dimonda
Correspondent

LIVE OAK - In a game of innings of despair; 
two in general for both teams; Clay and 
Suwannee high schools on a hot Saturday 
afternoon in Live Oak, the Blue Devils, now 
15-2 with losses to Creekside and Bolles, 

prevailed after being down 9-0 to win a 
audacious 14-11 contest that could be a 
preview of future region playoffs.

“When it got to 8-0 from one terrible 
inning, I did not do my usually ranting and 
raving, but let them know that this is the 
kind of game that you will remember for 
the rest of your life if you remain calm and 
let it play out,” said Persinger. “When it got 
to 9-0 off a homer, I almost choked on my 
spit the next inning, but then we got a few 
bounces and it was 9-5. From there, I think 
our mental focus changed to let’s just go 
home to hey, how about a great comeback 
win.”

Suwannee, ranked 39th in Florida, 
third in Class 4A and 219th nationally 
brought the farm (literally in Live Oak 
against the vaunted Blue Devil pitching 
staff with coach Josh Persinger not finding 
an answer the Bulldog lumber until late in 
the contest. 

“Little things that got bigger, field er-
rors, hitting guys with pitches, and them 

knocking the snot out of the ball, that’s all 
it was,” said Persinger. “We knew we were 
a better team to ourselves and that, with 
some luck, we could turn it around.”

In the sixth, with Clay rocked by an 
eight inning fourth, the Suwannee hitter 
Josh Fernald smashed Brandon Adams to 
the yard to go up 9-0.

“They were hitting everything,” said 
Persinger. “We put Steven (Reiss) in and 
got some control.”

The ball started rolling for Clay; more 
flying, with Dylan Green doubling, Logan 
Wilson doubling, a walk, two singles, a 
walk, a single to Blake Parker to 9-4, then 
a double from Max Williams to score the 
game 9-6 as the Blue Devil dugout started 
to vibrate with energy. Wilson would dou-
ble on his return trip to the batter’s box to 
9-8 Wyatt Root singling to shake the Earth. 
Reiss would fly out, but the shift in momen-
tum was real.

“That’s when you could see the tiger in 
the eyes as the song goes,” said Persinger. 

Suwannee tried to stem the wave with 
another homer; a solo shot, but Reiss pre-
vailed to end the inning.

Two singles, two walks and an error 
tied the game at 10-10 before Root singled 
to score Long and put Clay up 11-10.

“They were not backing down; it was 
their home turf,” said Persinger. “We had 
to keep focused and disciplined not to let 
the game slip away.”

In the seventh, M Barrett reached on a 
dropped third strike error, but Alec Burke 
whiffed to simmer the energy, but Parker 
crushed a double to right field in front of 
a Richard Long single to put two runners 
in play.

Up next, Max Williams, who smashed a 
two run homer to defeat St. Johns Coun-
try Day School, calmly blasted his second 
RBI Dinger Buzzer Beater to give Clay one 
more inning to secure the win.

Suwannee, again, roared with a double 
after two ground outs, but a strikeout end-
ed the game.

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

MIDDLEBURG - Clay High softball got 
three early runs then shut down the bats 
of Ridgeview High with a 3-2 win on Wed., 
March 24 at Clay High School. The win 
creates a bit of chaos win the district 
lineups with both teams at the top of the 
district 4-4A lineup; Ridgeview now 12-3, 
Clay now 8-6 with Menendez at 6-3.

Across the county, Middleburg was 
having a knockdown battle with Nease 
High that went to a Maisy Campbell double 
and a Kaley Barnes single to finish off a 
quasi-upset with a 3-2 5A vs. 7A win.

“We had a rough spring break tourna-
ment schedule and played three tough 
teams in one day in Monteverde that kind 
of toughened up the team,” said Middle-
burg coach Ashley Houston. “Then we lost 
our last two to West Nassau and Creekside 
and needed to regroup.”

Over in Green Cove Springs, With Clay 
freshman pitcher Gabrielle Ellis facing off 
aganist Ridgeview senior Brittany Michael, 
the game proved to be a defensive slugfest 
right from the git-go. 

Ridgeview opened with two singles 
and a walk to put Ellis on the hot seat in 
the first inning, but Ellis prevailed with a 
strikeout and ground out to stave off the 
early surge by Ridgeview. 

Ellis then ramped up her bat wtih a line 
drive that got her to first base off an error 
with K Mann moving Ellis to third before 
Ema Martin bunted Ellis in a nice display 
of small ball softball by Blue Devil coach 
Matt Lewis.

Ellis and Michael locked down both 
batting lineups with Michael torching 
three Clay batters in the second inning and 
Ellis getting strong defensive plays behind 
her to button down the Panther bats.

Ellis again started the ball rolling

Clay beats Ridgeview; Broncos get walkoff win, Keystone, oh so close

Above left: Middleburg High pitcher Mallory Forrestor powered Broncos past Nease in nailbiter win; above right, Keystone Heights batter Asia 
Givens lays down bunt in tight game against Oakleaf with Knights pitcher Madi McDaniels’ on the mound. Below left, Keystone Heights pitcher 
Madi Mitzel had the Knights on the ropes except for speedy Khloe Banks on the basepaths late in the game. Below right, RBI single by Kaley 
Barnes with Maisy Campbell on third was gamewinner for Broncos over Nease. 

SEE SOFTBALL, 33



28 CLAY TODAY • April 1, 2021 CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

A Novel
at www.hsmithbee.comFor information call (904) 215-2910

ISLAND
 REALTY, INC
667 Kingsley Ave.

Orange Park

All We Do Is 
Eat, Sleep and Sell 

Real Estate!

Looking to Sell?
Call for a 

FREE Market Analysis 

ST. GILES 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

PARKING LOT SALEPARKING LOT SALE      

For More Info Call
(904) 272-1244 or

Visit Us On Facebook  
WWW.STGILESFL.ORG

WHERE:
116 Fox Ridge Road

Orange Park, FL 32065
(Corner of Blanding Blvd. / Foxridge Rd.)

WHEN: 
APRIL 24TH, 2021

No Sales Until 8:00 a.m.

SALES FROM:
8:00 a.m.  to 12:00 p.m.  (NOON)

FACE MASKS REQUIRED
NO FACILITIES AVAILBLE

ATLANTICCOASTMARINE.COM

13748 ATLANTIC BLVD • 2210793 

C O N N E C T I O NFISHING
LARGE

INVENTORY

13748 ATLANTIC BLVD • 2210793 

ATHLETES OF 
THE WEEK

ATHLETES OF 

Emma Millson
 Fleming Island High Track

Emma Millson, who recently signed 
an athletic scholarship to run track 
for the University of North Florida, 
won both the 1600 and 3200 meter 
runs at the Clay County Track and 

Field Championships. 

Joel Childs
Orange Park High Track

Joel Childs dominated his two 
hurdling events at the Clay County 

Track and Field Championships with 
wins in the 110 high hurdles and the 

300 meter intermediate hurdles. 

Chips Ahoy! 
and no cookies
By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

MAGNOLIA POINT - With a quality � rst day 
of golf lessons, Clay Today Sports Editor 
Randy Lefko continued his four-part series 
of instruction from The Golf Academy of 
North Florida Direcotr of Instruction Tim 
Cooper with a second session dedicated to 
the chipping. 

“It’s a very patient and focus stroke to 
be able thit a two foot, four foot or six foot 
drop shot on to the green,” said Cooper. 
“Driving is the position stroke to get close 
enough to chip up with putting the birdie or 
par part of � nishing the hole.”

That being said, my instruction on my 
driving, long a question mark due to hip 
ailments, switched from being a bashing 
hammer shot with my driver with a mas-
sive point of contact to a three wood.

“Much faster club speed, less torque 

GOLFING 
with Coach Cooper

on impact and a little better control on the 
swing,” said Cooper, who had noticed that 
my driver swing was hesitant.

The second part of adjusting the drive 
was a foot adjustment.

“The key to the drive is the sequencing 
of the body from the transition at the top of 
the backswing, the forward motion of the 
hip to drive the down swing and the twist-
ing of the body to face the target, the � ag 
down the fairway,” said Cooper, who pro-
ceeded to a, hit more than warned about 
no drive over 250 yards; b, smash about a 
275 yarder (nice), while still being a buck 
30 pounds skinny mini. “If one part of that 
sequence is off, the drive will be affected 
either by distance or direction.”

Cooper asked me to diagnose why my 
drives were going left.

“Not committing to the follow through 

and facing the target,” said Cooper. “When 
the hip stops abruptly, the head opens. 
You are more of a Nick Price kind of hitter 
versus Ernie Els (PGA namedropping). To 
relax is good.”

We switched from my massive PING 
G25 driver to the � ve hybrid a sweet light-
er weight club; my trusted  (and seasoned) 
AdamsGolf GT 500 (Sounds like a race 
car!), a � ve iron that says right on the club 
“High Launch.” Has to be good Kharma.

“One coaching idea for the hip move-
ment on the drive is to stand with both 
feet together at the right foot,” said Coo-
per. “We do a Happy Gilmore type step in 
the direction of the drive strike which gets 
the hip moving � rst, followed by the down 
swing and impact.”

Sounds good to me.
First shot at it. Boom! Straight, far 

(about 200 yards) and without hesitation.
My question was why not do that when 

driving?
“Your friends may joke about the step,” 

said Cooper. 
My response: “If I hit 225 and look silly, 

I don’t care what my friends say.”
After BASHING a few, and I emphasize 

bashing, we took a short drive to the chip-
ping range at Magnolia Point for the next 
phase. “The good chip sets up the good 
putt,” said Cooper. “It’s pretty simple, 
turn back, brush the grass, enough � nish 
through to reach the green.”

After two initial misses; hit two for two 
at four foot, � nished three of � ve into the 
basket; about 2foot square.

Then, to six foot away...”That net gets 
really small as you move further away,” 
said Cooper, as I hit two of � ve from six 
feet. Employing the step technique, I land-
ed the � nal chip from six feet.

This week, play a couple of holes...Oh 
My ... Stay tuned.
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Millson; 1600 and 3200 champion, the 
Fleming Island girls finished just ahead of 
the sprint strong Oakleaf High team, led by 
junior Arianna Eason, 175-169 with Flem-
ing Island’s boys holding on to beat Orange 
Park, 184.50-118.50 with Oakleaf second 
at 95.

Middleburg’s girls showed off freshman 
phenom sprinter Nya Russell with a win in 
the 100 and long jump, and a third in the 
200 in a show of future prowess.

With a cadre of multiple event county 
champions, the event featured the likes of 
Orange Park senior sprinter Markez Ser-
mons with wins in the long jump (22’-5”), 
100 meters (10.89), plus leadoff leg in 
the 4 x 100 and second leg of the 4 x 400 
gold medal teams and senior teammate 
Joel Childs dominating both the 110 high 
hurdles (15.88), the 300 meter hurdles 
(40.70) and the 4 x 400 gold medal team. 

Fleming Island, with Millson’s double 
gold medal performances (5:23.52 for 
1600 and 11:59.06 for 3200). Millson re-
cently signed to run track at the University 
of North Florida.

“I was injured last year and COVID 
stopped the season, so I’m just working 
hard to improve my rankings,” said Mill-
son, who won 5:23.52 by 17 seconds over 
Rebecca Stratton in the 1600 with Middle-
burg’s Emma Mussante third. “I love hav-
ing Emma Mussante (Middleburg) chasing 
me out there.”

In a mild upset at the girls 800, Rid-
geview High’s Blythe Duchene used a final 
stretch surge to hold off Fleming Island’s 
Mei Chiang and Oakleaf’s Sierra Barrera in 
a closely tangoed race with Duchene win-
ning in 2:26.44. 

“I pushed and all of a sudden realized 
I was in front,” said Duchene. “I was just 
hoping my endurance strength would be 
enough because both of the other two were 
good finishers.”

Behind the front four, Fleming Island 
senior Marisa Kortright finished fifth after 
returning to action from a foot injury with 
a 2:32.81 effort.

Fleming Island’s Alex Bendig came tan-
talizingly close to the sub-2:00 800 with a 
winning 2:00.26 split.

Track
from page 25

In a much anticipated clash of St. Johns 
Country Day School 1600 meter frontrun-
ner Matthew Stratton, a recent 4:25 school 
record setter for the Spartans, and a hand-
ful of five Fleming Island runners all inch-
ing up to the 4:30 clock for the mile, Strat-
ton took an early 20 yard lead on lap one 
and had no challengers to the finish to win 
in 4:27.19 with the Fleming Island quintet 
in after 4:33.60 led by Jayden Scherer. 

“I was hoping for someone to come up 
with me, but as I came into the 800 me-
ter mark, I turned and noone was there,” 
said Stratton. “After the third lap, I was 
still alone so I accelerated to finish to stay 
close to my 4:25.”

The girls high jump featured a three 
athlete battled between Ridgeview High 
state meet qualifier (2019) Zoe Whaley 
and challenges from Fleming Island fresh-
man Gabrielle Flores and Oakleaf’s Sydeny 
Brown. Locked at 5’-1” after the trio all 
missed at 5’-2”, Whaley prevailed on less 
misses to win the tense contest.

Flores and Brown both tied for second 
with Middleburg’s Molly Burt third at 4’-

11”.
For the boys, 11 jumpers were stuck at 

5’-10.75” inches before Fleming Island’s 
Cameron Mackenzie won over Clifford Bois 
of Ridgeview and Orange Park’s Josiah Sa-
bino.  

For Oakleaf and the history of sprinter 
speed and jumping prowess, the tradition 
continued with behind junior Arianna Ea-
son, who won the triple jump (37’-7.25”) 
by three feet over Clay’s Amya Thomas, but 
finished second to Middleburg High fresh-
man sensation Mya Russell in the long 
jump by eight inches. 

On the track, Russell outleaned Oak-
leaf’s Olivia Gaines in the 100 to win by .05 
seconds; 112.92-12.97 with Orange Park’s 
DeMia Harris third at 13.07.

In the 400, Oakleaf crushed the field 
with a 1-2-3 sweep behind Alyssa Williams 
(59.10), Taylor Silkert (1:00.34) and Si-
erra Barrera (1:03.13). Fleming Island’s 
Dony Huynh ran a consistent 400 to out-
last early front runners to the final corner 
and win in 51.31 over Gage Cooper of Oak-
leaf and Stanley Cowherd of St. Johns. 

In another clash of the two best discus 
throwers in the county, Wyatt Underwood 
of Middleburg reversed the Bob Hayes fin-
ish with Keystone Heights’ Caleb Moncrief; 
Moncrief beat Underwood, with a 144’-10” 
best to beat Moncrief (134’-4’) and Van 
Franklin of Oakleaf (130’-3”). 

Orange Park freshman Mychaela Park-
er won the girls shot put with a 34’-0” put 
with Clay’s Desiron Gantt winning for the 
boys at 44’-5.5” just an inch plus ahead of 
Underwood. 

In javelin, Middleburg got a 1-2 finish 
from Carter Smith over Alexander Wall 
140’-5” to 136’-4”. Fleming Island’s Emma 
Richard won the girls javelin at 101’-0”. 

In the 200, Eason powered through 
with a 26.29 to 26.94 win over Harris with 
Russell third at 27.28. Gaines was sixth at 
28.09. Fleming Island’s Devin Grind won 
the boys 200 in 22.67 over Evan Brown of 
Oakleaf (22.76).

Ridgeview High’s James Snipes won the 
3200 in 10:11.80 over Oakleaf’s Graham 
Myers and Clay’s Carlton Waiguru. 

Fleming Island 400 meter specialist Dony Huynh runs away from field for Clay County title.
Oakleaf sprinter Arianna Eason powers in 200 meter dash win.

St. Johns Country Day School miler Matthew Stratton runs away from Fleming Island chase 
pack to win in 1600.

Fleming Island 400 meter specialist Dony Huynh runs away from field for Clay County title. 
Fleming Island triple jumper Erin Ayers shows 
good form in leap to sand pit.
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VOTE!

1665 Eagle Harbor Pkwy. E., Fleming Island
(904) 264-6700

southern discount hardware

Best Hardware store
Southern Hardware True Value
VOTE

ClayTodayOnline.com/BestOfClay

•Free Delivery

•No Credit Needed

•6 Months Same  
As Cash

1115 Blanding Blvd, Suite 202
Orange Park, FL 32065

904-541-4266

BOAT SALES AND SERVICE
352.475.3434 • 829 N. SR 21  MELROSE , FL

LAKEAREAWATERSPORTS.COM

register now!
@wakesurflaw.com

Calling all novice + 
established surfers to 

beautiful Island Lake! Show 
off your skills and build your 

competition confidence.
With 6 divisions, anyone can 
enter and compete at a level 

that’s right for them!

Space is limited and rider 
slots are filling up fast!
REGISTER TODAY!

MAY 15TH, 2021MAY 15TH, 2021
ISLAND LAKE

By Ray Dimonda
Correspondent

FLEMING ISLAND - Fleming Island Golden 
Eagle Flag Football looked to keep things 
perfect as the 2021 season continued after 
spring break, and Head Coach Clint Lyons 
knew this would be a tough one to get past. 

“I always worry coming off of spring 
break,” said Lyons. “I stopped trying to 
practice over the break years ago because 
too many of the girls have plans.” 

Facing Flagler Palm Coast was a tough 
opponent because the Bulldogs were al-
ready looking up, out of a hole and were 
ready to right their season after dropping 
their last three games.

The team wasted no time getting after 
things as they took the opening drive in for 
a quick score by Elizabeth Edwards, then 
gassed up what looked to be a bulldozer 
like offense to just roll over the Bulldogs all 
night, needing only a single punt all game. 
“They executed pretty well for coming off of 
spring break. As good as we can throw and 
catch it is as far as we’ll go.” In the end, 
the Golden Eagles sent the Bulldogs home, 
tail tucked between their legs with a 40-6 
stomping that kept Fleming Island a perfect 
3-0 as the team looked to District play Mon-
day, traveling to Atlantic Coast.

Edwards got things kicked in gear early 

Lady Eagles remain perfect
with win over Palm Coast

SEE FLAG, 31

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA

Fleming Island ball carrier Kyanna Montoya makes move in win over Flagler Palm Coast. 
Golden Eagles take on Clay in battle of unbeatens next week. Far right: Fleming Island wide 
receiver Amelia Sailing high steps to paydirt in win over Flagler Palm Coast.
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Dana & Chris & Heisler

904-373-4414
basketlife.com

Reach New Homeowners

ExclusivelyExclusively

Looking to make 
New Buying Loyalties!

Basket Life is a local, family-owned Clay County 
business. We deliver sponsored housewarming 
baskets filled with gifts and information from local 
businesses to people who purchase a home nearby.

Visit our showroom for the best selection, prices & customer service!

FREE ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 | 904-272-8430

Visit our showroom for the 

FREE ESTIMATES
1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 

www.CarpetMan.biz 

Well Road - Orange Park - 904-272-8430

O N L I N E  E V E N T

ADAPT is a production of WJCT Public Media. Financial support for ADAPT comes from 

our readers and listeners, with additional support from the Arthur Vining Davis 

Foundations and the 2040 Foundation.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2021
7PM - 8:30PM

Join us for a virtual panel discussion on the varied roles

that parks and greenspace can play in the fight against

climate change (storing carbon, reducing urban 

temperatures, mitigating flooding) and what you can 

do to help.

Lead ADAPT reporter Brendan Rivers will moderate 

this conversation with local and national experts who 

are using public spaces to both protect communities 

from the impacts of climate change and to help capture

and store the carbon emissions that are driving it.

Be the first to know about big local climate stories.

ADAPTFLORIDA.ORG

V I S I T  W J C T . O R G / E V E N T S

U S I N G  P A R K S
&  G R E E N  S P A C E  I N  T H E

F I G H T  A G A I N S T
C L I M AT E  C H A N G E

with the � rst of her two touchdown recep-
tions on the evening to get Fleming Island 
up 7-0 on the team’s � rst possession. 
As the Bulldogs were attempting to even 
things up, Amelia Sailing said not so fast, 
jumped the Flagler receiver’s route and 
picked off the pass, then took it to the house 
for a pick-six interception with 3:28 until 
the half 13-0. The Golden Eagles stopped 
the Bulldog drive and ran their punt back 
to nearly mid-� eld. “Flagler Palm Coast is 
pretty tough to run against. On our normal 
routes, they corrected pretty good. But, on 
play action, they got caught looking.” At 
3:58, Quarterback Makayla Maddox found 
Sailing in the endzone to push the score out 
to 20-0. The Bulldogs would again go three 
and out, punting back to the Golden Eagles, 
who worked their way back into the Bull-
dog end of the � eld. With 10.1 seconds until 
the half, facing a fourth down and inches to 
make the � rst down, Lyons pulled a rabbit 
out of the hat and instead of opting for the 
� rst down, went for the big prize and tossed 
one into the endzone where Mackenzie Kirk 
was sure hands, pulled the ball in and 
scored to go up 26- with 2.1 seconds to the 
half. In the third quarter, with 3:20 remain-
ing, Fleming Island pushed the lead out fur-
ther with another dominant drive capped 
off with another endzone pass for paydirt 
and a 33-0 lead. On the return drive, the 
Bulldogs showed they were not just rolling 
over as they hit a deep pass down the right 
sideline, then danced and bobbed around 

Flag
from page 30

several Golden Eagle defenders who could 
not get a handle on the receiver’s � ags. The 
� rst down pass went nearly coast-to-coast 
to � nally put some Bulldog points on the 
board, 33-6, the � rst points scored against 
Fleming Island this season. The Golden 
Eagles would add one more score in the 
fourth quarter with a perfectly executed 
turn back to the quarterback pass as Ali-
cia Reed went just over the goal line and 
looked for the ball, this time thrown by Ky-
anna Montoya. The spot pass and score put 
the team out front with what would end up 
being the � nal score, 40-6. “At the end of 
the day, when you play really good teams, 
you’re going to have to make a good catch 
with somebody around you. So we’ll keep 
throwing and catching and we’ll hope we 
get it. We’re not going to become masters 
in one more month, but it’s going to help us 
against a real good team.”
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Lift 
from page 25

District 5-2A: at St. Augustine High 
School, Wed., March 31, First lifts 3:30 
p.m. (Clay, Matanzas, Menendez, Ponte 
Vedra, St. Augustine) 

District 8-1A: at Keystone Heights High 
School, Tues., March 30, First lifts 2:30 
p.m. (Keystone Heights, Bradford, Cres-
cent City, Interlachen, Palatka, Taylor)

Region Tournaments

Region 1-3A (District 1, 2) at Oakleaf 
High School, Fri., April 9, First lifts 10:30 
a.m.

Region 1-2A (Districts 1-4) at Arnold 
High, Fri., April 9, First lifts 11 a.m.

Region 2-2A (Districts 5-6) at St. Augus-
tine High School, Wed., April 7, First lifts 
3:30 p.m.

Region 2-1A: at West Nassau High 
School, Sat., April 10, First lifts 3 p.m.

State Championship

Thurs.-Sat., April 22-24 (Site not set)

“We will be pushing for heavier weights 
in the next week or so as districts start and 
the region to state meet opportunity gets 
here,” said Lowery. “Winning this is a good 
momentum builder.”

Led by Zach Glovers’s individual win 
at 139; Glover was third behind Freed at 
Suwannee, Keystone Heights outdistanced 
runnerup Fleming Island with 62 team 
points to Fleming Island’s 44. The rest of 
the teams scores were Oakleaf 27, Rid-
geview 25, Orange Park 24, Clay 20 and 
Middleburg 16. 

With a massive 655 pound total, Flem-
ing Island’s Ricky Joseph, in the heavy-
weight division, had the highest total of the 
day.

In the event ending battle of the day 
featuring final lifts in the 154 pound divi-
sion from Fleming Island’s Will Stephens, 
Ridgeview’s A.J. Beaufort and Keystone 
Heights’ Colton Tibbetts, the trio battled 
to chase down Beaufort’s 315 pound bench 
press en route to a 575 total. Stephens and 
Tibbetts benched 255 and 270, respective-
ly, to set the final lifts up, but could not 
close the gap. Beaufort held at 260 on the 
clean and jerk with Stephens and Tibbets 
cleaning 280 and 275 to fall short. 

“Thats was probably three state med-
alists battling with all three quite pos-
sible state champions,” said Lowery. “Stay 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Keystone Heights High lifter Colton Tibbetts readies for clean and jerk while Fleming Island’s 
Will Stephens in tight battle at Clay County championships.

tuned.”
Keystone Heights got a title to Kade 

Sanders at 169 with a 575 total with Or-
ange Park’s JoJo Restall second at 525. 

At 183, Middleburg High’s Stone New-
some finished with a 610 total;  315 bench, 
295 clean and jerk, in a strong showing for 
the Broncos. Keystone Heights’ Kaleb Vo-
jnozki gave chase with a 565 total. 

Ridgeview’s Joe Reed, at 199, bested 
the field with a 640 total with Keystone 

Heights’ Tyler Rozier second at 530.
“Joe and A.J. are two good bets for 

state titles,” said Ridgeview High coach 
Matt Knauss. “They both won titles at the 
Suwannee invitational and know how to lift 
strong in big meets.”

At 219, Fleming Island got its second 
big total with Tim Thomas pushing up 620 
with a strong 325 bench press.

At 238, Fleming Island football line-
backer Alex Maier won with a 620 total. 

Left to right: Oakleaf High’s Devin Outlaw readies for clean jerk finish; Keystone Heights High’s Kade Sanders won individual title, Ridgeview’s A.J. Beaufort dominated his weight class with 315 
pound clean and jerk.

Below, from left: Middleburg’s Stone 
Newsome bench presses to title; above: 
Oakleaf’s Isaiah Shevchook with power haird, 
Fleming Island’s Ricky Joseph had top total; 
right: Clay’s AlQuerious Ray gets the clean.
Bottom left: Colby Bridges, Ridgeview, and 
Keith Bingham, Orange Park. 
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PUZZLE
FUN

 (flying) with a double to open the fourth 
inning that was followed by Sydney Davis’ 
double to score two more runs; 3-0. 

Ridgeview scored one run in the fifth, 
but was halted by a nifty double play ball 
on an Ashlyn Halford fly ball to right field 
with Kaylee Stacy catching baserunner K 
Torrence at second on the flyout.

Ironically, Ridgeview centerfielder 
Mary Girgis mirrored the same outfield 
double play action in the fifth to knock the 
Blue Devils out of the dugout.

In the seventh, Halford bashed an RBI 
line drive to score the game 3-2, but Ellis 
got two popouts to end the game.

Middleburg would get a second win 
with a 5-1 win over Providence on Thurs., 
March 25. The Broncos will host Keystone 
Heights on Tues., March 30. 

OHS Banks steals Keystone 
Heights’ upset bid

Keystone Heights (8-5) got as close to 
an upset over Oakleaf (11-1) as can hap-
pen with an 8-6 lead in the fifth inning 
thanks to a three run homer from Megan 
Green off Oakleaf pitcher Madi McDaniel, 
but eventually fell 12-8 to one of Oakleaf’s 
patented late inning scoring sprees; a six 
run sixth inning that started as usual with 
a Khloe Banks baserunning display. There 
were seven errors between the two teams 
in a hotly contested batfest.

Softball
from page 27



Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

Off er valid February 15, 2021 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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Outdoor Enthusiast's Dream
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FL | ALONG THE BEAUTIFUL SANTA FE RIVER

Life Alert. One press of a button sends
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancellation Experts.
Over$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
freeinformational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Freeconsultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 844-405-1099

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-855-457-9751

Health Service/
Medical

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote:
Call 1-877-316-7129

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in
24-48 months. Pay a fraction of what
you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief 1-855-959-7825

Financial
Service

Do you have $10,000
or more in unsecured debt?

Get a FREE debt relief
consultation today.

www.number1debtexperts.com

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Espanol

888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Convenient home shipping for monitors, test strips, insulin 

810-0063

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable Nano 

career & earn a Degree at CTI! Online Computer & Medical 
training available for Veterans & Families! To learn more, call 
888-449-1713

professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.  
Call: 855-761-1725

apply. 1-888-796-8850

Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-995-
2490

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance - not a discount plan. 

50plus.com/58 #6258

as 70¢ a day! Call 866-409-0308

ment. 1-866-825-6523

877-929-9587

844-909-3339

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 

833-872-2545

951-7214

Financial
Service

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$1 .  1 wk, $2  2 wks,
$3 .  3 wks, $  4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$2  1 wk, $4  2 wks,
$  3 wks, $7  4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling Real
Estate or Advertise Your

Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $  Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $

Business
& Svc. Directory:
1.5” x 2” $ /4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $ /4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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NOW HIRING 
Gateway Contracting, Inc, a 32-year established contracting 
firm, is now accepting applications from qualified applicants. 
We offer health insurance, vacation, paid holidays and 401k 
benefits along with providing stability, training, and growth for 
our employees. 

We are growing and have the need to fill the 
following positions.

If you are interested and qualify, please apply online at www.
gatewaycontractinginc.com.

TWO (2) FULL-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

• CARPENTER
Must be able to perform journeyman level work as a carpenter 
in a commercial and industrial setting. This position requires 
a full range of both rough and finish skilled carpentry work, 
including the ability to work from drawings, specifications, and 
instructions to build, remodel and repair various types of facilities 
and structures.

• Carpenter’s HELPER

Qualified applicants must have good driving record and pass 
background check. DFWP Call (904) 388-4799

NOW HIRING
Administrative Manager

Administrative Manager in Green Cove 
Springs, FL. Prepare & review operational 
reports & schedules; plan, administer & 

control budgets for contracts, equipment 
&  supplies; coordinate administrative activ-
ities related to health services. High School 
Diploma or foreign equiv + 24 months of 
exp in job off rd or as Operations Manager 

or Sales Manager req’d. 
Mail resume to Diamond ALF, LLC, 

Attn: HR, 3339 Hwy 17,
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

It is a very easy process.  
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 
904-579-2153 to request the 

necessary form. It will run in our 
legal section for one week for $35

Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name with 
the state and need to run a fictitious 

name advertisement?  

STARTING A STARTING A 
NEW BUSINESS?NEW BUSINESS?

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-855-972-5518

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVID19. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Restric-
tions apply. 1-855-993-4172)

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United
Breast Foundation education, pre-
vention, & support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE

TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-758-6966

Miscellaneous
Computers

& Equipment

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50
to 80). No medical exam. Affordable
premiums never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy will only be
cancelled for non-payment. 1-
833-946-2478 (t)

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-833-238-0340

4G LTE Home Internet Now
Available! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service
with you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498

We have Clinics
STATEWIDE.
Medical
Marijuana Clinics,
call today!
Call 1-833-420-0421

**FOR SALE**
2002 PT CRUISER

REFURBISHED
ASKING 3200
NEGOTIABLE

CALL
904-263-0455

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply. 1-855-340-3064

Autos For Sale

Need Help with Family Law? Can't
Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://www
.familycourtdirect.com/?network=1
Low Cost Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-$1500 - Get
L e g a l  H e l p  N o w !  C a l l
1-844-415-4092 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONDISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-895-7245

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author`s Guide 1-844-218-1247.
http://dorranceinfo.com/florida

High-Speed Internet. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availability to
find the best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-956-3567

Stay in your home longer withan
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
afree toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation! Call us
at1-877-583-3563 or visit www.walki
ntubquote.com/cpf

Cable Price Increase Again? Switch To
DIRECTV & Save + get a $100 visa
gift card! Get More Channels For Less
Money. Restrictions apply. Call Now!
1-855-773-0527

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanceddebris
-blocking gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today.15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call1-866-287-4769

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Nearly invisible!
45-day money back guarantee!
855-501-9969

Medical Supplies
DISH Network. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-895-7245

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-708-4101.
Special financing for qualified cus-
tomers.

Satellite Sales
& Service

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-833-424-6043 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call
1-855-908-2440Monday through Fri-
day 7AM-5PM PST

Tax Service
Thinking about installing anew show-
er? American Standard makes it
easy. FREE design consultation.
Enjoyyour shower again! Call
1-844-230-0741 today to see how
you can save $1,000 oninstallation,
or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/fl
media

New Discovery Eliminates Prostate
Problems! Natural
Prostate Relief Solution!
More Control, Less Bathroom
Trips, Better Sleep, Improved
Performance
60 Day Guarantee
& FREE Shipping
15% Discount Coupon: control01
Visit: FloZyte.com

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE

Months! 1-833-304-2083
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to

8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm

The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus
battery storagesystem. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outagesand power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down FinancingOption.
Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-855-706-0484 BUY IT.

SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classified ads are 
great for finding 

those perfect pets.

Classified ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classified ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classified ads 
making finding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it 

or find it with Classified ads. 
For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

Home
Improvements Miscellaneous
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It is a very easy process.  
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 
904-579-2153 to request the 

necessary form. It will run in our 
legal section for one week for $35

Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name with 
the state and need to run a fictitious 

name advertisement?  

STARTING A STARTING A 
NEW BUSINESS?NEW BUSINESS?

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC SALE

Property owner gives notice and
intent to sell for reasonable
storage/advertising costs the below
abandoned property per FL Statute
715.104, 715.105, 715.106 & 715.109 on
4/14/21 at 8:30 AM at 5867 Pine Ave.,
Fleming Island, FL 32003 Said
property owner reserves the right to
accept/reject any and all bids.
69 CHEV VIN# CE149S853033
Legal 47605 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE OF INTENT
TO VOLUNTARILY

DISSOLVE A
CORPORATION
Notice is given that a notice of

intent to dissolve Chilly Willee
National, Inc., a Georgia corporation
with its registered office at 80
Industrial Loop Drive North,
Building 2, Orange Park, Florida
32073, has been delivered to the
Secretary of State for filing in
accordance with the Georgia
Business Corporation Code.
If you have a claim against Chilly
Willee National, Inc. arising from
money borrowed, services rendered
or any other basis, please provide
the corporation with the following

RE-NOTICE OF SALE
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
4TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO: 2013-CA-001080
U . S .  B A N K  N A T I O N A L
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, FOR
THE GSAMP TRUST 2006-NC1
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-NC1,
Plaintiff,
Vs
PETER J. HORTEN; LISA A.
H O R T E N ;  N E W  C E N T U R Y
MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
Defendant(s).
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to the order of Summary
Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated
June 6, 2018 and entered in Case No.
2013-CA-001080 of the Circuit Court
of the 4th Judicial Circuit in and for
Clay County, Florida, wherein U.S.
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE, FOR THE GSAMP

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2021-CP-000046

Division A
IN RE: ESTATE OF BETTY AUSTIN
GEER,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
BETTY AUSTIN GEER, deceased,
whose date of death was October 11,
2020, is pending in the Circuit Court
for Clay County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is
Probate Division, 825 North Orange
Avenue, Green Cove Springs, Florida
32043. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the
personal representative's attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
T I M E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED
WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET
FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF

Notice of Meeting
Armstrong Community
Development District

The regular meeting of the Board of
Supervisors of the Armstrong
Community Development District
will be held on Thursday, April 8,
2021 at 3:30 p.m. at the Plantation
Oaks Amenity Center, 845 Oakleaf
Plantation Parkway, Orange Park,
Florida 32065. The meeting is open
to the public and will be conducted
in accordance with the provisions of
Florida Law for Community
Development Districts. A copy of the
agenda for this meeting may be
obtained from the District Manager,
at 475 West Town Place, Suite 114,
St. Augustine, FL 32092 (and phone
(904) 940-5850). This meeting may be
continued to a date, time, and place
to be specified on the record at the
meeting. There may be occasions
when one or more Supervisors will
participate by telephone.
Any person requiring special
accommodations at this meeting
because of a disability or physical
impairment should contact the
District Office at (904) 940-5850 at
least two calendar days prior to the
meeting. If you are hearing or speech
impaired, please contact the Florida
Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770, for
aid in contacting the District Office.
Each person who decides to appeal
any action taken at these meetings is
advised that person will need a
record of the proceedings and that
accordingly, the person may need to
ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, including the
testimony and evidence upon which
such appeal is to be based.

James Perry
District Manager

Legal 47542 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
In accordance with the provisions of
State law, there being due and
unpaid charges for which the
undersigned is entitled to satisfy an
owner and /or manager's lien of the
goods hereinafter described and
stored at the Life Storage location(s)
listed below.
Life Storage Store #408 - 1709
Blanding Blvd., Middleburg, FL
32068, 904-282-6341
Deane E Valkerie: Totes, Shelving,
Bikes
Mark E Strickland: Hsld gds/Furn,
Acctng Rcrds/Sales Sampls,
Tools/Applnces
Aundrea J Maiorino: Hsld gds/Furn,
Tools/Applnces
And, due notice having been given, to
the owner of said property and all
parties known to claim an interest
therein, and the time specified in
such notice for payment of such
having expired, the goods will be
sold to the highest bidder or
otherwise disposed of at a public
auction to be held online at www.Sto
rageTreasures.com which will end
on Monday, April 26, 2021 @ 10:00
AM
Legal 47580 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
Extra Space Storage will hold a
public auction to sell personal
property described below belonging
to those individuals listed below at
the location indicated:
1939 East West Parkway, Fleming
Island, FL 32003.
April 23, 2021 at 10:00am
Janet Stanick - Household Goods
The auction will be listed and
advertised on www.storagetreasures
.com. Purchases must be made with
cash only and paid at the above
referenced facility in order to
complete the transaction. Extra
Space Storage may refuse any bid
and may rescind any purchase up
until the winning bidder takes
possession of the personal property
Legal 47588 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2021-CP-00050

Division A
IN RE: SANDRA TAYLOR
ALPHONSE,

Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
Sandra Taylor Alphonse, deceased,
whose date of death was December
21, 2020, is pending in the Circuit
Court for Clay County, Florida,
Probate Division, the address of
which is PO Box 698, Green Cove
Springs, Florida 32043. The names
and addresses of the personal
representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is March 18, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Dale S. Wilson
E-Mail Address:
wilsdale@bellsouth.net
Florida Bar No. 176945
Dale S. Wilson PA
PO Box 1808
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
Telephone: (904) 284-5618

Personal Representative:
DAVID MITCHELL

2988 Rosecrans Lane
Green Cove Springs, Fl 32043

Legal 47536 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF
FLORIDA IN AND FOR CLAY

COUNTY
CASE NO. 10-2020-CA-000651

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING,
LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs.
STEVEN C TANNER, et al.
Defendants.
To the following Defendant(s):
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN
P A R T I E S  C L A I M I N G  B Y ,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
KELSA E. ROBERTS A/K/A KELSA
E. FORBES, WHETHER SAID
UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM
AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES,
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR
OTHER CLAIMANTS
ADDRESS: UNKNOWN
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN
P A R T I E S  C L A I M I N G  B Y ,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
THOMAS BAILEY FORBES,
WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN
INTEREST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS,
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER
CLAIMANTS
ADDRESS: UNKNOWN
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the
following described property:
ALL OF LOT 7 AND THE
SOUTHERLY ONE-HALF (1/2) OF
LOT 6, BLOCK 100, FRANKLIN
SQUARE, PALMER AND FERRIS
TRACT, IN THE CITY OF GREEN
COVE SPRINGS, ACCORDING TO
THE PLAT THEREOF AS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2,
PAGE 1, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA, SAID DESCRIBED
LAND FRONTING 150 FEET ON
PEARL STREET.
has been filed against you and you
are required to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any, to it on
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce,
LLC, Sara Collins, Attorney for
Plaintiff, whose address is 225 East
Robinson Street, Suite 155, Orlando,
FL 32801 within (30) days after the
first publication of this Notice in the
Clay Today and file the original with
Clerk of this Court either before
service on Plaintiff's attorney or
immediately thereafter; otherwise a
default will be entered against you
for the relief demand in the
complaint.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said
Court this 24th day of March, 2021.

(seal)
Tara S. Green

As Clerk of the Court
By: Rebecca Crews

Deputy Clerk
Legal 47586 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper 6736730

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The Board of County Commissioners
of Clay County, Florida, will hold a
public hearing Tuesday, April 13,
2021, at 5:00 p.m. or as soon
thereafter as can be heard, in the
Board of County Commissioners
Meeting Room on the Fourth Floor
of the Clay County Administration
Building, 477 Houston Street, Green
Cove Springs, Florida, to consider
the adoption of an ordinance bearing
the following title:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA,
AMENDING ARTICLE IV OF
CHAPTER 11.5 OF THE CLAY
COUNTY CODE, KNOWN AS THE
CLAY COUNTY AFFORDABLE
H O U S I N G  A S S I S T A N C E
ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION
11.5-58 PERTAINING TO THE
CLAY COUNTY AFFORDABLE
H O U S I N G  A D V I S O R Y
COMMITTEE; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING
AN EFECTIVE DATE.
All interested persons are invited to
attend the public hearing and be
heard by the Board on matters
pertaining to the ordinance.
Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida
Statutes, a person deciding to appeal
any decision made by the Board with
respect to any matter considered at
the meeting or at any subsequent
meeting to which the Board has
continued its deliberations is
advised that such person will need a
record of all proceedings and may
need to ensure that a verbatim
record of all proceedings is made,
which must include the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal
is to be based. A copy of the
proposed ordinance may be
inspected by members of the public
in the office of the Clay County
County Attorney, Second Floor of the
Clay County Administration
Building, 477 Houston Street, Green
Cove Springs, Florida, between the
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, with the
exception of legal holidays.
In accordance with the Americans
With Disabilities Act, any person
needing a special accommodation to
participate in this matter should
contact the Clay County ADA
Coordinator by mail at Post Office
Box 1366, Green Cove Springs,
Florida 32043, or by telephone at
number (904) 269-6376, no later than
three (3) days prior to the hearing or
proceeding for which this notice has
been given. Hearing impaired
persons can access the foregoing
telephone number by contacting the
Florida Relay Service at
1 - 8 0 0 - 9 5 5 - 8 7 7 0  ( V o i c e ) ,  o r
1-800-955-8771 (TDD).

Board of County Commissioners
Clay County, Florida

Legal 47593 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
In accordance with the provisions of
State law, there being due and
unpaid charges for which the
undersigned is entitled to satisfy an
owner and / or manager's lien of the
goods hereinafter described and
stored at Life Storage #67 located at:
918 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park, FL
32065 904-272-3705
Antonio Pratt, Jr - Dirt Bikes, 4
Wheeler
Candice Brown - Hsld gds/Furn;
TV/Stereo Equip
Michael Owens - Hsld gds/Furn
Stephanie Medina - Hsld gds/Furn;
TV/Stereo Equip
Michael Owens - Hsld gds/Furn
and, due notice having been given, to
the owner of said property and all
parties known to claim an interest
therein, and the time specified in
such notice for payment of such
having expired, the goods will be
sold to the highest bidder or
otherwise disposed of at a public
auction to be held online at www.Sto
rageTreasures.com, which will end
on Monday April 26, 2021 10:00 AM
Legal 47604 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

SUMMONS AND
NOTICE OF ACTION
BY PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR

CLAY COUNTY FLORIDA
CASE NO: 10-2020-DP-000036

DIVISION: JV-E
IN THE INTEREST OF:
T.W.,  DOB: 02/23/2008
A MINOR CHILD
THE STATE OF FLORIDA
TO:
Aaron Wilds, Father
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that
a Petition has been filed in the
above-styled Court by the FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES for termination of
parental rights and permanent
commitment for subsequent adoption
of the above-named child, A.T. who
was born on February 23, 2008. You
are hereby commanded to appear
before the Honorable Angela M. Cox,
the Clay County Courthouse,
Juvenile Dependency Courtroom, 825
North Orange Avenue, Green Cove
Springs, Florida at the hour of 2:00
p.m. o'clock on April 13, 2021, A.D.
You must appear at the hearing on
the date and time specified.  If the
courthouse is still closed, you must
appear at this court hearing via
zoom. Join Zoom Meeting through
the app https://zoom.us/j/6217548891,
Meeting ID: 621 754 8891
FAILURE TO PERSONALLY
APPEAR AT THIS ADVISORY
H E A R I N G  C O N S T I T U T E S
CONSENT TO THE TERMINATION
OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THE
CHILD. IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR
ON THE DATE AND TIME
SPECIFIED YOU MAY LOSE ALL
LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE CHILD
NAMED IN THE PETITION
ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE.
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact
the Court ADA Coordinator at (904)
255-1695 or crtintrp@coj.net at least
7 days before your scheduled court
appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time
before the scheduled court
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
WITNESS my hand as clerk of said
Court and the Seal thereof, this 4th
day of March, 2021.

(seal)
TARA S. GREEN

as Clerk of Said Court
By: Denise Haselwood

As Deputy Clerk
Legal 47498 published March 11,
March 18, March 25 and April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

Legal Notice

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR

CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

CASE NO.: 2021-CP-000131
DIVISION: B

IN RE: ESTATE OF MARTHA JANE
O'SHIELDS
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
MARTHA JANE O'SHIELDS,
d e c e a s e d ,  F i l e  N u m b e r
2021-CP-000131 Division B, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is P.O. Box 698,
Green Cove Springs, Florida, 32043.
The names and addresses of the
Personal Representative and the
Personal Representative's attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
T I M E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication of
this notice is March 21, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Barry J. Fuller, Esquire
Florida Bar Number: 161927
Fuller & Associates
735 North Palmetto Avenue
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
Telephone: (904) 264-0585
Facsimile: (904) 264-1714
Primary email:
bfuller@lawfuller.com
Secondary Email:
twegmann@lawfuller.com

Personal Representative:
David Scott Miller

4231 San Bernado Drive
Jacksonville, Florida 32217

Legal 47547 published March 25 and
April 1, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is March 25, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
ALISON E. HICKMAN
Attorney for Personal
Representative
Florida Bar Number 085048
Grady H. Williams, Jr., LL.M.
Attorneys at Law, P.A.
1543 Kingsley Avenue Suite 5
Orange Park, FL 32073
Telephone: (904) 264-8800
Fax: (904) 264-0155
Primary email address:
alison@floridaelder.com
Secondary email address:
donna@floridaelder.com

Personal Representative:
CHARLENE MICHELLE GEER

4511 Bondarenko Road
Keystone Heights, Florida 32656

Legal 47577 published March 25 and
April 1, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

information at the address set out
below by April 15, 2021. All claims
which Chilly Willee National, Inc.
shall notify all claimants of
acceptance or rejection of claims
submitted.
Please include the following
information: Name of claimant;
Claimant's address; Amount of claim;
whether the claim is contingent or
liquidated, secured or unsecured. If
secured, describe the collateral. If
unsecured, describe nature of claim.
In all cases attach copies of
documents supporting existence of
the claim.
Mail copies of this claim with all
supporting documentation to Chilly
Willee National, Inc. at the following
address:

202 Tribble Gap Road, Suite 200
Cumming, Forsyth County,

Georgia 30040
ATTN: Jonathan C. Beard, Attorney

for Chilly Willee National, Inc.
NOTICE: PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. §
14-2-1407, EXCEPT FOR CLAIMS
WHICH WERE CONTINGENT ON
MARCH 29, 2021 OR THAT ARISE
AFTER MARCH 29, 2021 A CLAIM
AGAINST THE CORPORATION NOT
OTHERWISE BARRED WILL BE
BARRED UNLESS A PROCEEDING
TO ENFORCE THE CLAIM IS
COMMENCED WITHIN TWO
YEARS AFTER THE PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
Legal 47608 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC SALE

BURGART ENTERPRISES gives
Notice of 04/16/2021, 12:00 pm at 4360
COUNTY ROAD 218 MIDDLEBURG,
FL 32068-4852, pursuant to
subsection 713.78 of the Florida
statutes. BURGART ENTERPRISES
reserves the right to accept or reject
any and/or all bid.
JT3HN86R1V0095544  1997 Toyota

Legal 47597 publish April 1, 2021 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC SALE

A1 Towing & Recovery gives Notice
of Foreclosure of Lien and intent to
sell these vehicles on 04/30/2021,
09:00 am at 3052 Joe Johns Rd
Middleburg, FL 32068, pursuant to
subsection 713.78 of the Florida
Statutes. A1 Towing & Recovery
reserves the right to accept or reject
any and/or all bids.
2HGED6348MH537441  1991 Honda
JHLRD2841XC023541  1999 Honda
1HGCG56681A131837  2001 Honda
1HGEM21981L042520  2001 Honda
1HGCM56884A010076  2004 Honda
2C8GF68425R455175 2005 Chrysler
WMWMF33538TT60086  2008 Mini

Legal 47603 publish April 1, 2021 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper
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Notice of Workshop
and Regular Meeting

Fleming Island Plantation
Community Development District

The Board of Supervisors of the
Fleming  Is land Plantat ion
Community Development District
will hold a workshop to discuss the
Fiscal Year 2022 Budget on Tuesday,
April 13, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., at the
Splash Park, located at 1510 Calming
Water Drive, Fleming Island,
Florida.
The Board of Supervisors will also
hold their regularly-scheduled
monthly meeting on Tuesday, April
27, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., at the Splash
Park, as noted above.
There may be occasions when one or
more Supervisors will participate via
phone. This workshop and meeting
may be continued to a date, time and

NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2018-CA-000430

U.S. BANK, N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR
MANUFACTURED HOUSING
C O N T R A C T  S E N I O R /
SUBORDINATE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATE TRUST 1998-2 BY
DITECH FINANCIAL LLC, AS
SERVICER WITH DELEGATED
AUTHORITY UNDER THE
TRANSACTION DOCUMENTS
Plaintiff(s),
vs.
AMANDA M. PERMENTER AKA
AMANDA M. MOON; WESLEY L.
PERMENTER, IF LIVING BUT IF
DECEASED, THE UNKNOWN
H E I R S ,  D E V I S E E S ,
BENEFICIARIES, GRANTEES,

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR

CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

CASE NO.: 10-2021-CP-106
IN RE: ESTATE OF LAURA LOUISE
MCKIBBIN,

Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
Laura Louise McKibbin, deceased,
whose date of death was September
4, 2018, is pending in the Circuit
Court for Clay County, Florida,
Probate Division, File No.
2021-CP-106, the address of which is
825 North Orange Ave, Clay County
Courthouse, Green Cove Springs, FL
32043. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and that
personal representative's attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2020-CA-000670
PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC
Plaintiff,
v.
ROVELYN NAVORO HINOJOSA
A/K/A ROVELYN HINOJOSA A/K/A
ROVELYN N. HINOJOSA; et al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE is hereby given that Tara S.
Green, Clerk of the Circuit Court of
Clay County, Florida, will on May 5,
2021, at 10:00 a.m. ET, via the online
auction at www.clay.realforeclose.co
m in accordance with Chapter 45,
F.S., offer for sale and sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash, the
following described property
situated in Clay County, Florida, to
wit:
Lot 52, Arava Unit Two, according to
the map or plat thereof, as recorded
in Plat Book 33, Page(s) 59 through

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

Signatures

Located at 3099 Silverado Circle in
the County of CLAY, in the City of
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
intends to register the said name
with the Division of Corporations of
the Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Green Cove Springs,
Florida on the 17th day of March,
2021.
Owner's name/corporation:
Becky A. Wilson
Legal 47600 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
Case No: 2021-CP-000160

IN RE: ESTATE OF DENVER L.
VAUGHAN,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
DENVER L. VAUGHAN, deceased,
Case Number: 2021-CP-000160 is
pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is Clay County
Courthouse, 825 North Orange
Avenue, Green Cove Springs,
Florida, 32043. The names and
addresses of the personal
representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice has
been served by U.S. mail, must file
their claims with this court WITHIN
THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN THREE MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS, DEMANDS AND
OBJECTIONS NOT SO FILED WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication of
this notice is March 25, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Paul D. Newell, Esq.
P.O. Box 1369
Keystone Heights, FL 32656
Florida Bar Number: 134389
Phone Number: (352) 473-4928
Fax Number: (352) 260-0148
E-mail Address:
office@pnewelllaw.com

Personal Representative:
PAUL D. NEWELL

P.O. Box 1369
Keystone Heights, FL

Legal 47571 published March 25 and
April 1, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

SUMMONS AND
NOTICE OF ACTION
BY PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR

CLAY COUNTY FLORIDA
CASE NO: 10-2020-DP-000036

DIVISION: JV-E
IN THE INTEREST OF:
T.W.,  DOB: 02/23/2008
A MINOR CHILD
THE STATE OF FLORIDA
TO:
Brandy Peters, Mother
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that
a Petition has been filed in the
above-styled Court by the FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES for termination of
parental rights and permanent
commitment for subsequent adoption
of the above-named child, A.T. who
was born on February 23, 2008. You
are hereby commanded to appear
before the Honorable Angela M. Cox,
the Clay County Courthouse,
Juvenile Dependency Courtroom, 825
North Orange Avenue, Green Cove
Springs, Florida at the hour of 2:00
p.m. o'clock on April 13, 2021, A.D.
You must appear at the hearing on
the date and time specified.  If the
courthouse is still closed, you must
appear at this court hearing via
zoom. Join Zoom Meeting through
the app https://zoom.us/j/6217548891,
Meeting ID: 621 754 8891
FAILURE TO PERSONALLY
APPEAR AT THIS ADVISORY
H E A R I N G  C O N S T I T U T E S
CONSENT TO THE TERMINATION
OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THE
CHILD. IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR
ON THE DATE AND TIME
SPECIFIED YOU MAY LOSE ALL
LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE CHILD
NAMED IN THE PETITION
ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE.
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact
the Court ADA Coordinator at (904)
255-1695 or crtintrp@coj.net at least
7 days before your scheduled court
appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time
before the scheduled court
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
WITNESS my hand as clerk of said
Court and the Seal thereof, this 4th
day of March, 2021.

(seal)
TARA S. GREEN

as Clerk of Said Court
By: Denise Haselwood

As Deputy Clerk
Legal 47497 published March 11,
March 18, March 25 and April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
The following vehicle(s) will be sold
at public auction for towing and
storage costs. G & M Towing, Inc.
reserves the right to accept and
reject any and all bids.
2001 FORD  1FAFP34P51W150110
2008 VOLKS WVWEK73C38E172956

The auction will be held on
04/19/2021 at 9:00 a.m at G & M
Towing Inc. located at 4995 Hwy 17
S., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
Legal 47607 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today

SUMMONS AND
NOTICE OF ACTION
BY PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR

CLAY COUNTY FLORIDA
CASE NO: 10-2019-DP-000134

DIVISION: JV-E
IN THE INTEREST OF:
A.T., A MINOR CHILD
THE STATE OF FLORIDA
TO:
Allan Totaram, Father
3210 Ryans Court
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
Last Known Address
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that
a Petition has been filed in the
above-styled Court by the FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES for termination of
parental rights and permanent
commitment for subsequent adoption
of the above-named child, A.T. who
was born on December 4, 2009. You
are hereby commanded to appear
before the Honorable Angela M. Cox,
the Clay County Courthouse,
Juvenile Dependency Courtroom, 825
North Orange Avenue, Green Cove
Springs, Florida at the hour of 2:00
p.m. o'clock on April 27, 2021, A.D.
You must appear at the hearing on
the date and time specified.  If the
courthouse is still closed, you must
appear at this court hearing via
zoom. Join Zoom Meeting through
the app https://zoom.us/j/6217548891,
Meeting ID: 621 754 8891
FAILURE TO PERSONALLY
APPEAR AT THIS ADVISORY
H E A R I N G  C O N S T I T U T E S
CONSENT TO THE TERMINATION
OF PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THE
CHILD. IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR
ON THE DATE AND TIME
SPECIFIED YOU MAY LOSE ALL
LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE CHILD
NAMED IN THE PETITION
ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE.
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact
the Court ADA Coordinator at (904)
255-1695 or crtintrp@coj.net at least
7 days before your scheduled court
appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time
before the scheduled court
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
WITNESS my hand as clerk of said
Court and the Seal thereof, this 4th
day of March, 2021.

(seal)
TARA S. GREEN

as Clerk of Said Court
By: Denise Haselwood

As Deputy Clerk
Legal 47496 published March 11,
March 18, March 25 and April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and persons having claims or
demands against the estate of the
decedent must file their claims with
this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication of
this Notice is March 25, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative
TIMOTHY P. KELLY, ESQUIRE
Florida Bar No. 0724475
TIMOTHY P. KELLY, P.A.
1016 LaSalle Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32207
Telephone: (904) 399-3705
Facsimile:  (904) 399-3706
Email: Eservice@tkellypa.com

Personal Representative
Timothy P. Kelly

1016 LaSalle Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32207

Legal 47583 published March 25 and
April 1, 2021 in Clay County's Clay

Today newspaper.

location to be specified on the record
at the workshop or meeting without
further publication of notice.
Please note that due to the ongoing
nature of the COVID-19 public health
emergency, it may be necessary to
hold the above referenced workshop
a n d  m e e t i n g  u t i l i z i n g
communications media technology in
order to protect the health and safety
of the public or held at an
alternative physical location other
than the location indicated above. To
that end, anyone wishing to
participate in such meetings should
contact the District Manager's Office
at 904-436-4102 prior to the workshop
or meeting to confirm the applicable
access and/or location information.
Additionally, interested parties may
refer to the District's website for the
latest information on how to
participate in the meetings: www.fip
communitycdd.com/
Any person requiring special
accommodations at this workshop
and meeting because of a disability
or physical impairment should
contact the District Office at (954)
603-0033 at least 48 hours prior to the
workshop and meeting. If you are
hearing or speech impaired, please
contact the Florida Relay Service at
7 - 1 - 1  o r  8 0 0 - 9 5 5 - 8 7 7 1
(TTY)/800-955-8770 (Voice), for aid in
contacting the District Office.
Each person who decides to appeal
any decision made by the Board with
respect to any matter considered at
this workshop or meeting is advised
that person will need to ensure that
a verbatim record of the proceedings
is made, including the testimony and
evidence upon which such appeal is
to be based.

Janice Eggleton Davis
District Manager

Legal 47598 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

Wild Orange Design Co.

Located at 6005 Bermuda Dr. in the
County of CLAY, in the City of
Fleming Island, Florida 32003
intends to register the said name
with the Division of Corporations of
the Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Fleming Island, Florida on
the 8th day of March, 2021.
Owner's name/corporation:
Steph Mortimer Company LLC
Legal 47599 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2021-CP-000162

Division A
IN RE: ESTATE OF DONNA
MICHELLE MALAVE
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
DONNA MICHELLE MALAVE,
deceased, whose date of death was
December 14, 2020, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Clay County,
Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is Probate Division,
825 North Orange Avenue, Green
Cove Springs, Florida 32043. The
names and addresses of the personal
representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
T I M E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED
WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET
FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF
THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is April 1, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
ALISON E. HICKMAN
Attorney for Personal
Representative
Florida Bar Number 085048
Grady H. Williams, Jr., LL.M.
Attorneys at Law, P.A.
1543 Kingsley Avenue Suite 5
Orange Park, FL 32073
Telephone: (904) 264-8800
Fax: (904) 264-0155
Primary email address:
alison@floridaelder.com
Secondary email address:
donna@floridaelder.com

Personal Representative:
BRITTANY TERESE LEON

1703 Whitman Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32210

Legal 47594 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

TRUST 2006-NC1 MORTGAGE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2006-NC1, is Plaintiff and
PETER J. HORTEN; LISA A.
HORTEN;  NEW CENTURY
MORTGAGE CORPORATION, are
Defendants, the Office of Tara S.
Green, Clay County Clerk of the
Court will sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash via online auction at
www.clay.realforeclose.com, at 10:00
AM on the 1st day of July, 2021, the
following described property as set
forth in said Summary Final
Judgment, to wit:
A PARCEL OF LAND BEING A
PORTION OF LOT 9-A OF
BROOKLYN LAKE ESTATES
ACCORDING TO PLAT THEREOF
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4 ON
PAGES 39 AND 40 OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA, SAID PARCEL BEING
M O R E  P A R T I C U L A R L Y
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE MOST
NORTHEASTERLY CORNER OF
SAID LOT 9-A, BROOKLYN LAKE
ESTATES, AND RUN S 38° 50' 30" W,
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF
SAID LOT 9-A, A DISTANCE OF 5.00
FEET TO AN IRON ROD ON THE
SOUTHWESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY
LINE OF WOODLAND DRIVE AND
THE POINT OF BEGINNING;
THENCE CONTINUE S 38° 50' 30" W,
ALONG THE SOUTHEASTERLY
LINE OF LOT 9-A, A DISTANCE OF
320.0 FEET TO AN IRON ROD;
THENCE RUN N 51° 09' 30" W,
P A R A L L E L  W I T H  S A I D
SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE
AND THE NORTHEASTERLY LINE
OF LOT 9-A, A DISTANCE OF 75.00
FEET TO AN IRON ROD ON THE
NORTHWESTERLY LINE OF SAID
LOT 9-A; THENCE RUN N 38° 50' 30"
E ,  A L O N G  S A I D
NORTHWESTERLY LINE, 320.00
FEET TO AN IRON ROD ON THE
SOUTHWESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY
LINE OF WOODLAND DRIVE;
THENCE RUN S 51° 09' 30" E,
A L O N G  T H E  S A I D
SOUTHWESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY
LINE, A DISTANCE OF 75.00 FEET
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING
Property Address: 6499 Woodland Dr,
Keystone Heights, Florida 32656
and all fixtures and personal
property located therein or thereon,
which are included as security in
Plaintiff's mortgage.
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus funds from the sale, if
any, other than the property owners
as of the date of the lis pendens must
file a claim before the clerk reports
the surplus as unclaimed.
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact
the ADA Coordinator at (904)
255-1695 or Dcrtintrp@coj.net at
least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
Dated: March 25, 2021

(seal)
Tara S. Green

Clerk of said Circuit Court
By: Rebecca Crews

As Deputy Clerk
McCabe, Weisberg & Conway, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
500 S. Australian Avenue, Suite 1000
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Email: FLPleadings@mwc-law.com
(561) 713-1400
Legal 47590 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

ASSIGNS, CREDITORS, LIENORS
AND TRUSTEES OF WESLEY L.
PERMENTER; LISA PFOUTZ, IF
LIVING, BUT IF DECEASED, THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES,
BENEFICIARIES, GRANTEES,
ASSIGNS, CREDITORS, LIENORS,
AND TRUSTEES OF LISA PFOUTZ,
DECEASED, AND ALL OTHER
P E R S O N S  C L A I M I N G  B Y ,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
THE NAMED DEFENDANTS;
CHRISTOPHER PERMENTER;
JAMES RANDALL PERMENTER
AKA RANDY PERMENTER;
SHEILA PERMENTER; WESLEY L.
PERMENTER, JR.; DEONA N.
P F O U T Z ;  M O N I C A  L .
PFOUTZ-HARRIS; THE UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF AMANDA M.
PERMENTER AKA AMANDA M.
MOON; CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA,
CLERK OF COURT; STATE OF
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
R E V E N U E ;  T A L L A H A S S E E
MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE, INC.;
QUALITY MOBILE HOMES, INC.;
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, DBA CHRISTIANA
TRUST, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY IN ITS
CAPACITY AS OWNER TRUSTEE
FOR WF 19 GRANTOR TRUST; THE
U N K N O W N  T E N A N T  I N
POSSESSION,
Defendant(s).
TO: LISA PFOUTZ, IF LIVING, BUT
IF DECEASED, THE UNKNOWN
H E I R S ,  D E V I S E E S ,
BENEFICIARIES, GRANTEES,
ASSIGNES, CREDITORS, LIENORS,
AND TRUSTEES OF LISA PFOUTZ,
DECEASED, AND ALL OTHER
P E R S O N S  C L A I M I N G  B Y ,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
THE NAMED DEFENDANTS
L A S T  K N O W N  A D D R E S S :
UNKNOWN
CURRENT ADDRESS: UNKNOWN
MONICA L. PFOUTZ-HARRIS
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS: 3436 SW
4ND AVE, APT 20, GAINESVILLE,
FL 32608
CURRENT ADDRESS UNKNOWN
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a civil
action has been filed against you in
the Circuit Court, County of Clay,
State of Florida, to foreclose certain
real property described as follows:
Lot 6, Block 2, St. Johns Mobile
Home Village, according to plat
thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 7,
Page 32, of the Public Records of
Clay County, Florida.
Together with that certain 1998, 52 x
24, Spring Hill mobile home with
Vehicle Identification No.s:
G A F L W 3 4 A 7 1 2 7 9 S H 2 1  A N D
GAFLW34B71279SH21.: and that
certain 1998, 52 x 24 Spring Hill,
Mobile Home Serial Number(s):
GAFLW34A71279SH21,
GAFLW34B71279SH21
Property address: 481 Olive Circle,
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
You are required to file a written
response with the Court and serve a
copy of your written defenses, if any,
to it on Padgett Law Group, whose
address is 6267 Old Water Oak Road,
Suite 203, Tallahassee, Florida
32312, at least thirty (30) days from
the date of first publication, and file
the original with the clerk of this
court either before service on
Plaintiff's attorney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise, a default will
be entered against you for the relief
demanded in the complaint.
Dated this the 18th day of March,
2021.

(SEAL)
TARA S. GREEN

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Taylor Tison

Deputy Clerk
Legal 47551 published March 25 and
April 1, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.
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One easy step 
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 904-579-2153 
to request the necessary form. It will run 

in our legal section for one week for 
$35  Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name 
with the state and now need 

to run a fictitious name 
advertisement?

STARTING 
A NEW

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2021-CP-000128

Division Probate
IN RE: ESTATE OF FLORENCE B.
LIBERT Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
Florence B. Libert, deceased, whose
date of death was January 23, 2021, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is 825 North

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No.: 2021-CP-000143

Division: B
IN RE: ESTATE OF PHILIP
BRYANT LAYTON, SR.
Deceased.
The administration of the Estate of
PHILIP BRYANT LAYTON, SR.,
deceased, whose date of death was
January 31, 2021, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Clay County,
Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is 825 North Orange
Avenue, Green Cove Springs, Florida

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

Unique Alterations Automotive

Located at 807 Mosswood Chase
Street in the County of CLAY, in the
City of Orange Park, Florida, 32065
intends to register the said name
with the Division of Corporations of
the Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Orange Park, Florida, this
29th day of March, 2021.
Owner/corp:
Dent Andre Gregory
Legal 47609 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper.

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

idmOne

Located at 411 Walnut Street #8903
in the County of CLAY, in the City of
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
intends to register the said name
with the Division of Corporations of
the Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Orange Park, Florida on the
24th day of March, 2021.
Owner's name/corporation:
Travel Media, LLC
Legal 47587 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

C & K Training Institute

Located at 3356 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
in the County of CLAY, in the City of
GREEN COVE SPRINGS, Florida,
32043 intends to register the said
name with the Division of
Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Tallahassee,
Florida.
Dated at GREEN COVE SPRINGS,
Florida, this 29th day of March, 2021.
Owner/corp:
Hardge Calvin Gerome
Legal 47610 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper.

FICTITIOUS
NAME NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that VIKTOR
VIKTOROVICH CHERNYAVSKIY
OWNER, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name of

VIKTOR'S CLEANING SERVICES

located at 1800 KINGSLEY AVE,
#115, ORANGE PARK, FLORIDA
32073 intends to register the said
name in CLAY county with the
Division of Corporations, Florida
Department of State, pursuant to
section 865.09 of the Florida
Statutes.
Legal 47602 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CASE NO: 2021-CP-152

IN RE: The Estate of HAZEL
RAYBURN, Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
HAZEL RAYBURN, deceased, whose
date of death was October 27, 2020,
and whose last four digits of his
social security number are 2612, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is 825 N.
Orange Avenue,Green Cove Springs,
Florida 32043. The names and
addresses of the personal
representative and that personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
T I M E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE TIME OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against the decedent's
estate must file their claims with this
Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication of
this Notice is March 25, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
KYLE D. MACOMBER, ESQUIRE
Florida Bar No. 1002399
303 State Road 26

FICTITIOUS
NAME NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that
WORLDWIDE LEGACY ESTATES
LLC, OWNER, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name of

CREDIT BOOST RX

located at 9424 BAYMEADOWS
ROAD, SUITE 250, JACKSONVILLE,
FLORIDA 32256 intends to register
the said name in CLAY county with
the Division of Corporations, Florida
Department of State, pursuant to
section 865.09 of the Florida
Statutes.
Legal 47601 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
We Stor of Middleburg, LLC will
conduct a public sale to the highest
bidder on their premises at 4404
County Road 218, Middleburg, FL
32068, in enforcement of Florida
Statutes section 83.806 on Friday,
April 9, 2021 at 5:30pm on the
following units: The company
reserves the right to reject any bid
and withdraw any items from the
sale. All units contain household
goods unless otherwise noted: Brian
Blanton, Ronnie R Dunn Jr, Douglas
& Debra Elbon, Daniel Groat, Justin
Hudnall, James & Kelly Newman,
Anastasia Nolan, Wende Peters,
Christopher Reeves, Michael Sweet,
David Vannest.

Legal 47568 published March 25
and April 1, 2021 in Clay County's
Clay Today newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION -
CONSTRUCTIVE

SERVICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
4TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND

FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 10-2020-CA-000107

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
acting through the United States
Department of Agriculture, Rural
Development, f/k/a Farmers Home
Administration, a/k/a Rural Housing
Service, Plaintiff,
vs.
YUNERSY BAYOLA, ET AL.,
Defendant(s).
TO: HARRY B. MORELL, JR
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:
1933 Saint Clair Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32254
CURRENT ADDRESS: UNKNOWN
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN
P A R T I E S  C L A I M I N G  B Y ,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
T H E  H E R E I N  N A M E D
INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANT(S)
WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE
DEAD OF ALIVE, WHETHER SAID
UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM
AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES,
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR
OTHER CLAIMANTS.
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action
to foreclose on the following
property in Clay County, Florida:
Lot 179, of HABITAT, according to
the Plat thereof, as recorded in Plat
Book 20, Page 1, of the Public
Records of Clay County, Florida.
Which has the address of 1879
Ontario Court, Middleburg, Florida
32068.
Has been filed against you and you
are required to serve a copy of your
written defenses within thirty (30)
days after the first publication, if
any, on The Gilchrist Law Firm, P.A.,
Plaintiff's attorney whose address is
2525 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Suite
300, Coral Gables, Florida 33134, and
file the original with this Court
either before 30 days from the first
day of publication, or immediately;
otherwise, a Default will be entered
against you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.
This Notice shall be published once
a week for two (2) consecutive weeks
in Clay Today.
WITNESS my hand and seal of the
said Court on the 23rd day of March,
2021.
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
AMERICAN DISABILITIES ACT OF
1990, IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH
A DISABILITY WHO NEEDS ANY
ACCOMMODATION IN ORDER TO
P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  T H I S
P R O C E E D I N G ,  Y O U  A R E
ENTITLED, AT NO COST TO YOU,
TO THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN
ASSISTANCE. PLEASE CONTACT
THE ADA COORDINATOR AT
(904)255-1695 OR CRTINTRP
@COJ.NET AT LEAST 7 DAYS
BEFORE YOUR SCHEDULED
COURT APPEARANCE,  OR
IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIVING
THIS NOTIFICATION IF THE TIME
BEFORE THE SCHEDULED
APPEARANCE IS LESS THAN 7
DAYS; IF YOU ARE HEARING OR
VOICE IMPAIRED, CALL 711.

(SEAL)
Tara S. Green

As Clerk of said Court
By: Rebecca Crews

As Deputy Clerk
Legal 47575 published March 25 and
April 1, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE OF SPECIAL
BOARD OF

SUPERVISORS'
MEETING

PINE RIDGE PLANTATION
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DISTRICT
Notice is hereby given that the Board
of Supervisors ("Board") of the Pine
Ridge Plantation Community
Development District ("District") will
hold a Special Meeting on Tuesday,
April 20, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pine
Ridge Plantation Amenity Center,
4200 Pine Ridge Parkway,
Middleburg, Florida 32068, where
the Board may consider any business
that may properly come before it
("Meeting"). Some or all of the Board
members and staff will be in physical
attendance at the meeting location.
Directions for members of the public
to attend and provide public
comment by telephone are set forth
below.
In light of the COVID-19 public
health emergency, it is anticipated
that the meeting may be conducted
using communications media
technology. An electronic copy of the
agenda, may be obtained by
accessing the District's website at
https://pineridgeplantationcdd.com
or by contacting the District Manager
at (904) 940-5850 or by emailing
etorres@gmsnf.com.
The District fully encourages public
participation in the Meeting in a safe
and efficient manner. To that end,
anyone wishing to attend and/or
participate in the Meeting can do so
by dialing 1-646-876-9923, entering
Meeting ID: 97443227165 and
Passcode: 967202. Attendants may
also join by video by using this link:
https://zoom.us/j/97443227165?pwd
=RkhtNnJlN09Zd1JSenVkNUdWWk
Z3dz09
Participants are strongly encouraged
to submit questions and comments to
the District Manager's Office at
etorres@gmsnf.com, or by calling
904-940-5850, by Monday, April 19,
2021 at 5:00 p.m. in advance of the
meeting, to facilitate the Board's
consideration of such questions and
comments during the meeting. If you
are unable to participate by
telephone or by communications
media technology, please contact the
District Manager's office for further
accommodations.
The Meeting will be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of
Florida law for community
development districts. The Meeting
may be continued to a date, time, and
place to be specified on the record at
such Meeting.
Any person requiring special
accommodations at the Meeting
because of a disability or physical
impairment should contact the
District Manager's Office at least
forty-eight (48) hours prior to each
respective Meeting. If you are
hearing or speech impaired, please
contact the Florida Relay Service by
dialing 7-1-1, or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY)
/ 1-800-955-8770 (Voice), for aid in
contacting the District Manager's
Office.
Each person who decides to appeal
any decision made by the Board with
respect to any matter considered at
the Meeting is advised that person
will need a record of proceedings
and that accordingly, the person may
need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceedings is made,
including the testimony and
evidence upon which such appeal is
to be based. At the Meeting, staff or
Board members may participate by
s p e a k e r  t e l e p h o n e  o r
communications media technology.
Ernesto Torres
District Manager
Legal 47574 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

Melrose, FL 32666
Telephone: 352/475-1611

Personal Representative
KELLEY LYNN THOMAS

Personal Representative
7333 Kyle Street

Keystone Heights, FL 32656
Legal 47555 published March 25 and
April 1, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

Avenue, P.O. Box 698, Green Cove
Springs, Florida 32043. The names
and addresses of the Personal
Representative and the Personal
Representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is March 25, 2021.
Eric C. Millhorn
Attorney for Personal
Representative
Florida Bar Number: 806501
Millhorn Trust & Estate
Administration Group, PLLC
11294 North US Highway 301
Oxford, Florida 34484
Telephone: (352) 330-2273
Fax: (352) 330-3400
E-Mail: eric@millhornlaw.com
Secondary E-Mail:
hbrooks@millhornlaw.com

Karen Barbara Miller
2974 Beaver Avenue

Middleburg, Florida 32068
Legal 47567 published March 25 and
April 1, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

32043. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the
personal representative's attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against the decedent's
estate on whom a copy of this notice
is required to be served must file
their claims with this court WITHIN
THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE TIME OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is March 25, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Roger W. Cruce, Esq.
Florida Bar No.: 695661
1409 Kingsley Ave., Ste 1-B
Orange Park, FL 32073
Telephone: (904) 375-9522
Fax: (904) 579-3082
E-Mail: rcruce@rwcrucelaw.com

Personal Representative:
Philip B. Layton

226 Lee Road, 2170
Phoenix City, AL 36870

Legal 47570 published March 25 and
April 1, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

62, of the Public Records of Clay
County, Florida.
Property Address: 3064 Seth Drive,
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
pursuant to the Final Judgment of
Foreclosure entered in a case
pending in said Court, the style and
case number of which is set forth
above.
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the Lis Pendens must file
a claim before the clerk reports the
surplus as unclaimed.
If the sale is set aside for any reason,
the Purchases at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee's attorney.
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact
the ADA Coordinator at crtintrp
@coj.net or (904) 255-1695 at least 7
days before the scheduled court
appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time
before the scheduled appearance is
less than 7 days; if you are hearing or
voice impaired, call 711.
WITNESS my hand and official seal
of this Honorable Court, this 23rd
day of March, 2021.

(seal)
Tara S. Green

Clerk of Circuit Court
By: Rebecca Crews

Deputy Clerk
Legal 47579 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

NOTICE OF SERVICE
OF PROCESS

BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF BRUNSWICK
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF

JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

FILE NO.: 20 CvD-1746
BEVERLEE M. JAMES,
Plaintiff,
vs.
JASON H. JAMES,
Defendant.
TO: Jason H. James
TAKE NOTICE that a pleading
seeking relief against you has been
filed in the above entitled action.
The nature of the relief being sought
is as follows: Absolute divorce.
You are required to make defense to
such pleading no later than the 12th
day of May, 2021, said date being
forty (40) days from the first
publication of this notice, or from the
date an answer is required to be
filed, whichever is later; and upon
your failure to do so the party
seeking service against you will
apply to the court for the relief
sought.
This the 25th day of March, 2021.

FRINK, FOY & YOUNT, P.A.
Stephen B. Yount

Attorneys for Plaintiff,
Beverlee M. James

Post Office Box 3207
Shallotte, North Carolina 28459

(910) 754-6934
Legal 47592 published April 1, 8 and
15, 2021 in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper
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One easy step 
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 904-579-2153 
to request the necessary form. It will run 

in our legal section for one week for 
$35  Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name 
with the state and now need 

to run a fictitious name 
advertisement?

STARTING 
A NEW

REQUEST FOR BID
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
sealed proposals will be received
until 4:00 P.M., Monday, May 3, 2021
at the Clay County Administration
Building, fourth floor, Purchasing
Department, 477 Houston Street,
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
for the following:

BID No. 20/21-38,
COURTHOUSE REMODEL
DESIGN AREAS 1 AND 4

Bids will be opened at 9:00 AM, or as
soon thereafter, on Tuesday, May 4,

REQUEST FOR BID
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
sealed proposals will be received
until 4:00 P.M., Monday, May 3, 2021
at the Clay County Administration
Building, fourth floor, Purchasing
Department, 477 Houston Street,
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
for the following:

BID No. 20/21-36,
CR 209-36 From CR315B To Henley
Road Shoulder And Safety

Improvements
Bids will be opened at 9:00 AM, or as
soon thereafter, on Tuesday, May 4,
2021 at the Clay County
Administration Building, Conference
Room "B", 4th floor, 477 Houston St,
Green Cove Springs, Florida. Bids
will not be valid unless received by
the bid deadline.
Bids will not be valid unless
received by the proposal deadline
and in a sealed envelope marked:
"Bid No. 20/21-36, CR 209 From CR
315B To Henley Road Shoulder And
Safety Improvements". Envelopes are
to be submitted in person or
delivered by courier to the above
address.
All communications with the County
regarding this Bid should be
directed to Donna Fish, Purchasing
Department, (904) 278-3761 or by
email: purchasing@claycountygov.
com
A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be
held at the Clay County
Administration Building, 4th Floor,

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 2018-CA-001355

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING,
LLC
Plaintiff(s),
vs.
T H E  U N K N O W N  H E I R S ,
DEVISEES, BENEFICIARIES,
G R A N T E E S ,  A S S I G N S ,
CREDITORS, LIENORS, AND
TRUSTEES OF WILLIAM Q.
CRUCE, DECEASED, AND ALL
OTHER PERSONS CLAIMING BY,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
THE NAMED DEFENDANTS;
DOLORES ANN CRUCE AKA
DOLORES A. CRUCE; DARRELL L
CRUCE; WILLIAM EARL CRUCE
Defendant(s)
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT,
pursuant to Plaintiff's Final
Judgment of Foreclosure entered on
M a r c h  2 4 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  i n  t h e
above-captioned action, the Clerk of
Court will sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash at www.clay.realfore
close.com in accordance with
Chapter 45, Florida Statutes on the
10th day of May, 2021 at 10:00 AM on
the following described property as
set forth in said Final Judgment of
Foreclosure or order, to wit:
LOT 29, HIBERNIA FOREST UNIT
TWO, ACCORDING TO THE MAP
O R  P L A T  T H E R E O F ,  A S
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5,
PAGE(S) 48, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF CLAY COUNTY,
FLORIDA.
Property address: 925 Hibernia
Forest Drive, Fleming Island, FL
32003
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens, must file
a claim before the clerk reports the
surplus as unclaimed.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT. If you are a person with a
disabil i ty  who needs any
accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you
are entitled, at not cost you, to the
provision of certain assistance.

Notice of Sale

READ

SHOP

LIVE

LOCAL.

LOCAL.

LOCAL.

REQUEST FOR
BID NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
sealed Bids will be received until
4:00pm, Monday, May 3, 2021 at the
Clay County Administration
Building, Fourth Floor, Purchasing
Department, 477 Houston Street,
Green Cove Springs, Florida, for the
following:
BID NO. 20/21-12, REPLACEMENT

OF TWO (2) HVAC UNITS AT
THE CLAY COUNTY JAIL

Bids will be opened at 9:00am, or as
soon thereafter, on Tuesday, May 4,
2021 at the Clay County
Administration Building, Conference
Room "B", 4th floor, 477 Houston St,
Green Cove Springs, Florida. Bids
will not be valid unless received by
the qualification deadline.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting has
been scheduled for Thursday, april
15, 2021 at 10:30am at the Clay
County Jail, 901 N. Orange Ave.,
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043.
The opened Bids will be read aloud
and preserved in the custody of the
Purchasing Department for later
examination for conformance to all
bid requirements.
Bids require a five percent (5%) bid
bond and may not be withdrawn after
the scheduled opening time for a
period of thirty (30) days. The term
bid bond shall include bonds or
cashier or certified checks payable
to Clay County Board of County
Commissioners.
All communications with the County
regarding this Bid should be
directed to Kris Collora, Purchasing
Department, (904) 529-3857 or by
email: purchasing
@claycountygov.com
Interested vendors are advised that
the Clay County Board of County
Commissioners has a local
preference policy. The complete
policy can be viewed at: www.clayco
untygov.com/government/purchasing
During the Request for Bid Period,
from publication of the notice of a
Request for Bids to the making of a
Bid Decision, and during any related
Protest Period, Bidders are
prohibited from contacting, by any
m e a n s ,  w h e t h e r  o r a l l y ,
telephonically, electronically or in
writing, any member of the Board,
any County Employee, including the
County Manager, the County
Attorney, or the Commission Auditor,
any member of the designated
Evaluation Committee or any agent
of the County regarding the Request
for Bids in any respect, with the
exception of (i) inquiries may be
submitted to the Purchasing
Department or other County
Employees or agents if specifically
provided in the Request for Bids (ii)
pre-Bid conferences provided for in
the request package; and (iii) formal
presentations by Bidders to the
designated Evaluation Committee or
to the Board or any committee
thereof specifically contemplated in
the Request for Bids.
FOLLOWING THE BID OPENING
AND TABULATION, A "NOTICE OF
INTENT TO AWARD BID" OR A
"NOTICE OF REJECTION OF ALL
BIDS" WILL BE POSTED ON THE
INTERNET AT: https://www.claycou
ntygov.com/government/purchasing/
bcc-bid-tabs-current-bids-intent-bids
-rejection-bids THIS WEBPAGE CAN
ALSO BE ACCESSED FROM THE
HOMEPAGE OF THE COUNTY'S
WEBSITE AT: www.claycountygov.c
om BY SELECTING PURCHASING
D I V I S I O N  F R O M  T H E
DEPARTMENT MENU. NO OTHER
NOTICE WILL BE POSTED.
PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS ARE
NOTIFIED THAT THE FAILURE TO
INCLUDE WITHIN THE SEALED
BID ENVELOPE A PROPER BID
BOND OR OTHER SECURITY

2021 at the Clay County
Administration Building, Conference
Room "B", 4th floor, 477 Houston St,
Green Cove Springs, Florida. Bids
will not be valid unless received by
the bid deadline.
Bids will not be valid unless received
by the proposal deadline and in a
sealed envelope marked: "BID NO.
20/21-38, COURTHOUSE REMODEL
DESIGN AREAS 1 AND 4" Envelopes
are to be submitted in person or
delivered by courier to the above
address.
All communications with the County
regarding this Bid should be
directed to Alyssa Hamilton,
Purchasing Department, (904)
5 2 9 - 4 2 2 0  o r  b y  e m a i l :
Alyssa.Hamilton@claycountygov.
com
A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be
held at the Clay County Courthouse
located at 825 N Orange Avenue,
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 on
April 14, 2021 at 10:30 a.m.
Proposals require a five (5%) percent
bid bond and may not be withdrawn
after the scheduled opening time for
a period of thirty (30) days. The term
bond shall include cashier or
certified checks payable to the
County.
The County reserves the right to
waive formalities in any bid, to reject
any or all bids with or without cause,
including the lack of availability of
adequate funds, regulatory agency
requirements, and/or to accept the
bid that, in its judgment, will be in
the best interest of the County.
FOLLOWING THE BID OPENING
AND TABULATION, A "NOTICE OF
INTENT TO AWARD BID" OR A
"NOTICE OF REJECTION OF ALL
BIDS" WILL BE POSTED ON THE
INTERNET AT: https://www.claycou
ntygov.com/government/purchasing/
bcc-bid-tabs-current-bids-intent-bids
-rejection-bids THIS WEB PAGE
CAN ALSO BE ACCESSED FROM
THE HOMEPAGE OF THE
COUNTY'S WEBSITE AT: www.clay
countygov.com BY FOLLOWING
THE "NOTICE OF INTENT BIDS"
LINK UNDER THE "BUSINESS"
ROLLOVER BUTTON ON THE
COUNTY'S HOMEPAGE. NO OTHER
NOTICE WILL BE POSTED.
PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS ARE
NOTIFIED THAT THE FAILURE
TO INCLUDE WITHIN THE
SEALED BID ENVELOPE, A
PROPER BID BOND OR OTHER
SECURITY APPROVED UNDER
THE COUNTY'S PURCHASING
POLICY, IF REQUIRED FOR THIS
SOLICITATION, OR THE FAILURE
TO FILE A WRITTEN PETITION
INITIATING A FORMAL PROTEST
PROCEEDING WITHIN THE TIMES
A N D  I N  T H E  M A N N E R
PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 8 (N),
OF SAID POLICY, SHALL
CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
RIGHT TO PROTEST THE BID
SOLICITATION, ANY ADDENDUM
THERETO, OR THE BID DECISION,
AS APPLICABLE, AND TO
INITIATE A FORMAL PROTEST
PROCEEDING UNDER SAID
P O L I C Y .  T H E  C O U N T Y ' S
PURCHASING POLICY CAN BE
VIEWED AT THE COUNTY'S
WEBSITE BY FOLLOWING THE
APPROPRIATE LINKS FROM THE
HOMEPAGE ADDRESS SET FORTH
ABOVE.
IF A PROSPECTIVE BIDDER IS IN
D O U B T  W H E T H E R  T H I S
SOLICITATION REQUIRES A BID
BOND, SUCH PROSPECTIVE
B I D D E R  I S  S O L E L Y
RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING
APPROPRIATE INQUIRY.
A person or affiliate who has been
placed on the convicted vendor list
following a conviction for a public
entity crime may not submit on a
contract to provide any goods or
services to a public entity, may not
submit a bid on a contract with a
public entity for the construction or
repair of a public building or public
work, may not submit bids on leases
of real property to a public entity,
may not be awarded or perform work
as a contractor,  supplier,
subcontractor, or consultant under a
contract with any public entity, and

Please contact the ADA Coordinator
for the circuit court system at
crtintrp@coj.net or (904) 630-2565 at
least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.
Date: March 24, 2021

(seal)
Tara S. Green

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
As Clerk of the Court

By: Jaimie Pippin
Deputy Clerk

Legal 47585 published April 1 and
April 8, 2021 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper 18-012261-1

may not transact business with any
public entity in excess of the
threshold amount provided in
Section 287.017, Florida Statues, for
CATEGORY TWO for a period of 36
months from the date of being placed
on the convicted vendor list.

Legal 47596 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper.

A P P R O V E D  U N D E R  T H E
COUNTY'S PURCHASING POLICY,
IF REQUIRED FOR THIS
REQUEST,WILL RESULT IN
REJECTION OF THE BID AND
SHALL, AS WELL AS THE
FAILURE TO FILE A WRITTEN
NOTICE OF PROTEST AND TO
FILE A WRITTEN PETITION
INITIATING A FORMAL PROTEST
PROCEEDING WITHIN THE TIMES
A N D  I N  T H E  M A N N E R
PRESCRIBED IN CHAPTER 8,
SECTION I OF THE COUNTY'S
PURCHASING POLICY SHALL,
CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
RIGHT TO PROTEST THE BID
REQUEST, ANY ADDENDUM
THERETO, OR THE BID DECISION,
AS APPLICABLE, AND TO
INITIATE A FORMAL PROTEST
PROCEEDING UNDER THE
PURCHASING POLICY. THE
COUNTY'S PURCHASING POLICY
CAN BE VIEWED AT THE
C O U N T Y ' S  W E B S I T E  B Y
FOLLOWING THE APPROPRIATE
LINKS FROM THE HOMEPAGE
ADDRESS SET FORTH ABOVE.
IF A PROSPECTIVE BIDDER IS IN
DOUBT WHETHER THIS REQUEST
REQUIRES A BID BOND, SUCH
PROSPECTIVE BIDDER IS SOLELY
RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING
APPROPRIATE INQUIRY.
THE BOARD RESERVES THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS WITHOUT CAUSE AND TO
W A I V E  T E C H N I C A L  A N D
N O N - T E C H N I C A L  O R
NON-MATERIAL DEFECTS IN THE
REQUEST OR SUBMITTAL OF ANY
BIDS.

Legal 47595 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper.

Conference Room A, Green Cove
Springs, FL 32043 on April 16, 2021
at 10:00 a.m.
Proposals require a five (5%) percent
bid bond and may not be withdrawn
after the scheduled opening time for
a period of thirty (30) days. The term
bond shall include cashier or
certified checks payable to the
County.
The County reserves the right to
waive formalities in any bid, to reject
any or all bids with or without cause,
including the lack of availability of
adequate funds, regulatory agency
requirements, and/or to accept the
bid that, in its judgment, will be in
the best interest of the County.
FOLLOWING THE BID OPENING
AND TABULATION, A "NOTICE OF
INTENT TO AWARD BID" OR A
"NOTICE OF REJECTION OF ALL
BIDS" WILL BE POSTED ON THE
INTERNET AT: https://www.claycou
ntygov.com/government/purchasing/
bcc-bid-tabs-current-bids-intent-bids
-rejection-bids THIS WEB PAGE
CAN ALSO BE ACCESSED FROM
THE HOMEPAGE OF THE
COUNTY'S WEBSITE AT: www.clay
countygov.com BY FOLLOWING
THE "NOTICE OF INTENT BIDS"
LINK UNDER THE "BUSINESS"
ROLLOVER BUTTON ON THE
COUNTY'S HOMEPAGE. NO OTHER
NOTICE WILL BE POSTED.
PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS ARE
NOTIFIED THAT THE FAILURE
TO INCLUDE WITHIN THE
SEALED BID ENVELOPE, A
PROPER BID BOND OR OTHER
SECURITY APPROVED UNDER
THE COUNTY'S PURCHASING
POLICY, IF REQUIRED FOR THIS
SOLICITATION, OR THE FAILURE
TO FILE A WRITTEN PETITION
INITIATING A FORMAL PROTEST
PROCEEDING WITHIN THE TIMES
A N D  I N  T H E  M A N N E R
PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 8 (N),
OF SAID POLICY, SHALL
CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
RIGHT TO PROTEST THE BID
SOLICITATION, ANY ADDENDUM
THERETO, OR THE BID DECISION,
AS APPLICABLE, AND TO
INITIATE A FORMAL PROTEST
PROCEEDING UNDER SAID
P O L I C Y .  T H E  C O U N T Y ' S
PURCHASING POLICY CAN BE
VIEWED AT THE COUNTY'S
WEBSITE BY FOLLOWING THE
APPROPRIATE LINKS FROM THE
HOMEPAGE ADDRESS SET FORTH
ABOVE.
IF A PROSPECTIVE BIDDER IS IN
D O U B T  W H E T H E R  T H I S
SOLICITATION REQUIRES A BID
BOND, SUCH PROSPECTIVE
B I D D E R  I S  S O L E L Y
RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING
APPROPRIATE INQUIRY.
A person or affiliate who has been
placed on the convicted vendor list
following a conviction for a public
entity crime may not submit on a
contract to provide any goods or
services to a public entity, may not
submit a bid on a contract with a
public entity for the construction or
repair of a public building or public
work, may not submit bids on leases
of real property to a public entity,
may not be awarded or perform work
as a contractor,  supplier,
subcontractor, or consultant under a
contract with any public entity, and
may not transact business with any
public entity in excess of the
threshold amount provided in
Section 287.017, Florida Statues, for
CATEGORY TWO for a period of 36
months from the date of being placed
on the convicted vendor list.

Legal 47589 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper.

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS

FOR ANNUAL
AUDIT SERVICES

PINE RIDGE PLANTATION
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DISTRICT
The Pine Ridge Plantation
Community Development District
hereby requests proposals for annual
financial auditing services. The
proposal must provide for the
auditing of the District's financial
records for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2021, with an option
for four additional annual renewals.
The District is a local unit of
special-purpose government created
under Chapter 190, Florida Statutes,
for the purpose of financing,
constructing, and maintaining public
infrastructure. The District is
located in Clay County, Florida, and
has a general fund, debt service fund
and capital reserve fund.
Each auditing entity submitting a
proposal must be authorized to do
business in Florida, hold all
applicable state and federal
professional licenses in good
standing, duly licensed under
Chapter 473, Florida Statutes, and be
qualified to conduct audits in
accordance with "Government
Auditing Standards," as adopted by
the Florida Board of Accountancy.
Audits shall be conducted in
accordance with Florida Law and
particularly Section 218.39, Florida
Statutes, and the rules of the Florida
Auditor General.
Proposal packages, which include
evaluation criteria and instructions
to proposers, are available from the
District Recording Secretary at 475
West Town Place, Suite 114, St.
Augustine, Florida 32092, via e-mail
at ssweeting@gmsnf.com, and by
telephone at (904) 940-5850.
Proposers must provide an
electronic copy of their proposal to
the District Recording Secretary
Sarah Sweeting at ssweeting
@gmsnf.com. Proposals must be
received by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday,
April 29, 2021. Proposals received
after this time will not be eligible for
consideration. The District reserves
the right to reject any and all
proposals, make modifications to the
scope of the work, and waive any
minor informalities or irregularities
in proposals as it deems appropriate.
Please direct all questions regarding
this Notice to the District Manager.
Pine Ridge Plantation Community
Development District
Ernesto Torres, District Manager
Legal 47573 published April 1, 2021
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper
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Finding the right primary care doctor can make all the 
difference in your overall health. Primary care physicians are 
often the first to notice subtle changes that could lead to 
serious health conditions. 

Baptist Primary Care has 11 primary care physicians located 
throughout the area. Schedule your annual wellness exam 
today and get on the road to better health. 

Come get better 
with us. 

Same and next-day appointments are often available. 

Not sure which physician is right for you? 
Call 904.202.4YOU (4968)  

and we’ll help match you with the right doctor. 

We’re taking protective actions to keep you safe, including universal masking, frequent cleaning, limiting visitors, and 
more. Learn more about our COVID-19 safety measures at covid19.baptistjax.com/safe-care.

Peter Jansen, MD
2349 Village Square Parkway
Suite 110
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.6404

Jim Tran, MD
1747 Baptist Clay Drive
Suite 340
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.4405

Danisha Stevenson, MD
2349 Village Square Parkway
Suite 110
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.6404

Pat Pulwers, MD
440 Kingsley Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32073
904.264.9293

Kayla Fazio, DO
769 Blanding Boulevard
Unit 7
Orange Park, FL 32065
904.458.4882

Michael Stephens, MD
440 Kingsley Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32073
904.264.9293

Stacy Quinn, DO
769 Blanding Boulevard
Unit 7
Orange Park, FL 32065
904.458.4882

Crystal Davis, MD
8355 Merchants Gate Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32222
904.771.2900

Sharon Acevedo-
Morillo, MD
1747 Baptist Clay Drive
Suite 340
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.4405

Curtis Storm, MD
1747 Baptist Clay Drive
Suite 340
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.4405

Todd Pinder, MD
8355 Merchants Gate Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32222
904.771.2900

© Baptist Health 2021
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